
                                                   FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON 

                                                                    185th Annual Meeting 

                                                                             May 5, 2019 

1. Larry Becker, moderator, called the meeting to order at 12:10 P.M.  Ushers distributed two 

sheets to members in attendance: one on the Nominating Board proposal and one about the 

Community Innovation Network Consultants.  Larry asked ushers to count the number in 

attendance and it was found that we had a quorum.  Larry then asked for the annual reports to 

be distributed to every family. 

2. Rev. Nanette Pitt offered a centering prayer to open the meeting.  Larry announced that Tori 

White would serve as parliamentarian.  He then asked if everyone had received ballots, and if 

not, they were passed out. 

3. Church Membership Recognition 

a. Nanette recognized new 40-year members by asking them to stand: Sandy Campbell, Linda 

Foster, Doris Logan, and Tori White. 

b. Nanette then recognized our 41-year and more members: Mary Beck, Phyllis Berry, Dorena 

Boike, Margaret Canady, Elaine Deering, Margaret Dewitt, Willa Douglas, Susan Dudas, 

Marybeth Flanders, Karen Flanders-Schweizer, Karen Foley, Sidney Foster, Robert Funk, 

Christopher Godard, David Graef, Deborah Graef, Barbara Hansford, Chip Houghton, Linda 

Houghton, Laura Hugill, Susan Ireland, Nancy Jackson, Eric Johnson, Jeffrey Keating, Barbara 

Keane, Julianne Kennedy, Steven King, Susan Knapp, James Kraus, Susan Kruder, Jean 

Leggett, Karen Leggett-Abouraya, David Leonard, Cherie Meyers, Dorothy Montgomery, 

Richard Moore, Elizabeth Morgan, Al Nicely, Judy Nicely, Karen Nixon, Dana Noel, Lynn 

Patterson, John Renner, Debra Rodgers, Lola Rothmann, Susan Rothmann, Susanne 

Shoffner, Barbara Skidmore, Ruth Ellen Smith, Howard Tolley, Sue Tolley, Deborah Tung, 

William Tung, James Underwood, Betty Walcott, Art Wallach, Bill Williams, Elaine Wolf, 

Janet Wright. 

c. Nanette read the names of members who had passed away since the last annual meeting: 

Donald Baker, Ryan Calderhead, James Donald, David Griebling, Kay Hibbard, Erna Noel, 

Elsie Oldfield, Leland Pritchard, Lewis Roberts, Jan Rodefer-Kostan, Ruth Strayer, Cynthia 

Young.  A moment of silence was held. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

a. Elizabeth Wilson moved to approve the May 6, 2018 annual meeting minutes, Ruth Allison 

seconded, and the motion passed.  Martha Vye moved to approve the January 6, 2019 

special meeting minutes, Kellie Ramirez seconded, and the motion carried. 

5. Community Innovation Network Consultants 

a.  Ruth Allison introduced this agency from Western Reserve University to the congregation.  

She explained that the church has engaged their services to assist us in strengthening and 

unifying our congregation as we face challenges ahead.  A working group of church 



members has been appointed to assist them.  They are: Ruth Allison, Logan Baez, Beth 

cooper, Jay Hershey, Kellie Ramirez, Sarah Vradenburg, Nanette Pitt, and Larry Becker.  Ruth 

introduced Kathleen McDonnell, one of the consultants who would be working with us for 

the next six months.   Ruth added that if we have questions, to please ask Kathleen or 

anyone on the working group. 

6. Nominating Board Report 

a. Motion 1 

1) Kellie Ramirez explained the rationale for the Nominating Board proposal and then 

introduced motion 1:  With the unanimous recommendation of the Governing Board, 

the Nominating board offers a committee motion to suspend Article VI, Section 2 

(Boards and their responsibilities) for the 2019-2020 church year by reducing the 

number of At-large members of the Governing Board from five K(5) to three (3) and 

suspending the diaconate, the Board of Christian education, the Board of Christian 

Outreach and the Music board, thus making the Governing Board membership 

thirteen (13) to include the Moderator, Vice Moderator, Secretary, Treasurer, three (3) 

At-large members, the Senior Pastor (ex-officio),  the chairpersons and Finance of: 

Building and Grounds, Human resources, Membership, Nominating, and Stewardship. 

2) Discussion 

a) Kellie and Kevin Kowakski, Nominating Board member, said the proposal was 

approved by Governing Board and informational sessions for members were held 

along with emails sent and its placement in the Chronicle.   The proposal is 

temporary, and it will be assessed periodically throughout the year.  Outreach 

ministries will not be overlooked in the plan and Governing Board will oversee the 

disbursement of outreach funds with the approval of Stewardship/Finance Board 

and treasurer.   Kevin added that anyone can ask questions of the Nominating Board 

members or Larry Becker, moderator.  Kellie moved to accept the committee 

motion.  No second was needed. 

b) Questions followed.  Courtney Zimmerman asked, “Who will evaluate the 

effectiveness of the plan and who will gauge this?”  Answer: Nominating Board will 

work with team leaders and Governing Board.  A.J. Abbott asked, “Where does 

music fit in the plan?”  Answer: It is with the life of the church in general, and Julie 

Lehman, Dave Aberth, Nanette, Christine Allison and other volunteers will have a 

hand in assisting with the music program.  Ron Meyer wondered, “Who was 

involved in creating the motion?”  Answer: Nominating Board when it was found 

that many people would not serve on a board to fill vacancies.  The board brought it 

up to Governing Board and it was approved at their March meeting.  Ron also 

expressed concern that Diaconate would no longer have a voice, while Membership 

and Nominating Boards would continue to do so.  Kevin K. explained that this plan is 

a first step in restructuring the governance of the church.  Larry B. added that there 

will still be communion with a volunteer team, and the staff has a volunteer list for 

memorial services and funerals.   A Care Team that offers support to others in 



various ways will include the Compassionate Caregivers, Prayer Blankets, etc., and 

will be coordinated by Associate Minister Antigone Lowery.  Ann Duff noted that 

this discussion (revising the boards/governance) had been pondered about for a 

long time.  Kathy Johnson said she is on Diaconate at present, and it is time to try 

something new. Larry thanked Kellie and Kevin and asked if there were more 

questions; there were none.  He reread the motion.  He announced that if the 

motion fails, we will have to fill all board vacancies before the meeting concludes. 

3) Resolution 

a) We voted by paper ballot which ushers and assistants collected.  While they were 

being counted, Courtney Zimmerman gave an update on the Building/Grounds 

Board grant.  She explained that a Letter of Intent was submitted this past week for 

us to apply for an HVAC grant.  She said if we are approved for the grant we would 

phase it in rather than do everything we need done all at once.  Phasing it in would 

cost about $1 million, while the total cost would be $2 million - $2.7 million. 

b) Curt Clemons, treasurer, then reported on our endowment.  He gave a brief 

background, and said that presently 60% of our budget is supported by our 

endowment alone.  This is something we need to be cognizant of as we move ahead 

in the future.  Curt thanked everyone and added that he will continue to be a good 

steward of the church’s finances as treasurer. 

c) When ballots were tallied for the Nominating Board proposal, the vote was: For – 

95; Against – 5; Abstain – 5.  The proposal passed. 

b. Motion 2 

1) Kellie read Motion 2 – The Nominating board offers a committee motion to approve 

the slate of nominated officers and board members.   It was asked if there were any 

nominations from the floor and there were none.   Larry called for a voice vote, and the 

motion passed.  

7. Larry asked if there were comments for the Good of the Order, and there were none. 

8. We adjourned at 1:10 P.M. 

9. Nanette gave the closing benediction. 

 

Absentee Ballot Tally For Motion 1: 

For – 13;   Against – 1;   Abstain - 2 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Yoder 

Secretary to the Governing Board 


