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Beloved Church,

Holy Week and Easter are the central narrative of our faith, reminding us of God’s faithfulness and love for humanity; 

for each of us.  

The time from Palm Sunday through Easter shows us a faith that holds within its grasp the ambiguities of life – hope 

and fear, faith and doubt, promise and desertion, life and death.

During this COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve experienced the ambiguity of using words like “social” and “distancing” 

together as we’ve been called upon to isolate ourselves and not congregate. This can seem to run counter to our nature 

as the Body of Christ, the church, and it can feel as if we are capitulating to the fear; to our dawning horror and grief as 

the U.S. death toll passes 30,000 people.

Here though, right into the complexity and ambiguity of our lives, our faith comes to life. Easter comes to life. God’s 

love is not lived out in some far-away heaven, held captive to divine perfection. John 3:16 reminds us that it is into this 

God-so-loved world that God sent Immanuel – God’s very self to redeem and restore.

God doesn’t ask us to have a faith that is absent of ambiguity – it is precisely because of our fear that we cling to our 

hope, because of our doubts that we choose faith, because of our isolation and mortality that God offers the promise of 

reconciliation.

Our tradition, our scriptures and hymns, remind us that Easter and Good Friday are bound together. Together the 

cross and the empty tomb are a whole expression of our lived experience. Our faith doesn’t promise one without the 

other. After all, God’s promise is to be with us even through the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23).

This Eastertide, I pray our newfound awareness of ambiguity in the midst of a pandemic, will encourage and deepen 

our understanding of the Easter declaration “He is Risen!” and the promise that the resurrection held when Jesus said 

in John 14:19: “Because I live, you also will live.”

As we realize a-new God’s love for us, I share, in closing, the final line of our Welcome Statement: God loves you. Christ 

invites you. We embrace and celebrate you.

Grace and peace,
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Hope for the Best
PLAN FOR THE WORST
We are living in unprecedented times for our generation. As 
I write this the projection is that the coronavirus pandemic 
here in the United States will peak in May. But as we know, 
that could change for the better… or not. Everything and 
everybody is in a “wait and see” mode. 

I encourage members and friends to join the church virtually 
by visiting the church website www.akronfcc.org or Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron.

Essential church ministries continue at a reduced level. 
Worship will continue as we livestream our services. The 
Food Pantry remains open with a dedicated, skeleton group 
of lower risk volunteers distributing much need staples, 
meats and produce to an at-risk population – which may 
become significantly larger as the crisis results in increased 
unemployment. 

Congregational Meeting

The Governing Board and I had planned to call a spring 
Congregational Meeting for Sunday, May 17. I am required 
according to the bylaws on to provide the congregation 30 
days-notice and we are required to secure a quorum at the 
meeting of 64 members.

So much is currently up in the air and unknown that we will 
wait and plan and call a meeting once hearing that restrictions 
on gatherings have been lifted. My thought is that even if the 
stay at home order was lifted in the weeks between now and 
May 17, many of our members may still feel uncomfortable 
about gathering the entire congregation together in person 
in the Meetinghouse so soon.

Our Governing Board members have agreed to extend their 
terms for the few more weeks we anticipate will be necessary. 
Should it seem that it will be longer than that, we will have 
further discussions about alternatives.

Keep contributing

Most organizations – churches, businesses and nonprofits – 
are experiencing great financial uncertainty as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic. I cannot stress strongly enough that 
we need to keep contributing. Food pantry costs will likely 
increase as distribution numbers increase and, I believe, we 
have a moral obligation to continue to remunerate our fine 
pastors and staff.

The easiest way to make the financial investment in the 
church’s ministry is to visit the church’s website www.
akronfcc.org/donate and set up a recurring gift. If you need 
help in doing that, please contact Janis Worley in the church 
office. You are also welcome to write a check and mail it to the 
church. If you have made a financial pledge, please continue 
to honor that commitment. Gifts of all amounts are welcome. 

Donating… From a Distance!
While we are temporarily asking you to join us each Sunday 
from home as we stream our services, please remember that 
we still need your pledges and donations. You may send a 
check to the church (292 E Market Street, Akron 44308), or 
you can try our new, online donation system.

Our old system required users to set up an account – not 
any longer! Visit our donation page on our website at www.
akronfcc.org/donate and click on the large, blue button that 
says “Online Giving”. This will take you to a page where you 
input the amount of your donation, the Fund you would like 
to support (Pledge, Food Pantry, PB&J, etc.), and then you 
finish by entering your contact information and your credit/
debit card or bank account information. It really is that easy!

One nice feature of our donation page is that you can set 
your donation to occur each month on the same date. This 
is called a “recurring donation”, and it makes giving a breeze. 
Just select the “Recurring Donation” button and it will ask 
how frequently you would like to give (weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, or annually), and which day of the month 
you would like that donation to occur. 

Keep the Faith

Finally, I echo Pastor Nanette’s recent recitation of the entire 
Serenity Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr:

God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time, 
enjoying one moment at a time; 
accepting hardship as a pathway to peace; 
taking, as Jesus did, 
this sinful world as it is, 
not as I would have it; 
trusting that You will make all things right 
if I surrender to Your will; 
so that I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with You forever in the next. 
Amen.

Submitted by Larry Becker, Moderator

Continued on page 6, DONATING

http://www.akronfcc.org
http://www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron
http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
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First Church Goes Virtual 
Since mid-March, we have been finding new ways to 
connect online with videos, zoom, and livestreaming 
and through phonecalls and emails. While some of these 
efforts may stretch our tecnological capabilities, we are 
all learning and growing each week. The gracious and 
grateful responses of our community are a blessing and a 
sign of our unity and connection - no matter what!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Join us for Sunday worship online at 9:30 and 11am at www.
akronfcc.org/live or on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron. 
Before services, worship materials – the order of service 
as well as children’s activity bulletins – will be available to 
download at www.akronfcc.org/live so that you can fully 
participate in worship. 

THOUGHTS FOR THE YOUNG
Encourage your kids to watch this weekly video message 
with you. One of our pastors offers an inspiring and age-
appropriate message each Sunday and the video is posted 
to both Facebook and our website between services.

MIDWEEK TIME OF REFLECTION
Join our pastors each Wednesday at noon for a livestream 
time of prayer and inspiring readings and ideas. If you 
miss them, you can always find the posts on Facebook and 
on our website afterwards to watch at your leisure.

ONLINE MEETINGS AND GROUPS
All-Church Charades on Zoom. On Saturday, April 18, 
from 6:30-8pm our pastors are hosting another  All-
Church Charades game online. This is a fun opportunity 
for First Church members to connect with one another 
remotely and to experience the game of charades in a new 
and amusing way! Please RSVP to Kasey Kalchert, kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org by 5:30pm on the 18th. 

Family Connect through Zoom. Recognizing how social-
distancing has affected much of our ability to connect 
with others, Pastors Antigone and Nanette will be hosting 
a time online for parents/guardians to connect through 
Zoom on Sunday, April 19 from 7pm-8:30pm. RSVP to 
Kasey Kalchert, kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org by 6pm on 
the 19th. 

20/30 Zoom Connect. Connect with other millennials 
and our pastors online for a time of fellowship. This will 
be a chance to interact with other young adults about the 
current state of life and all of the joys and concerns that 
come with it during this pandemic, held on Thursday, 
April 23 from 6:30pm-8pm. If you would like to join us, 
please RSVP to Kasey Kalchert, kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.
org by 5:30pm on the 23rd. We hope to see you online!

Essential Board Meetings continue to happen online via 
zoom so that church functions continue uninterrupted.

http://www.akronfcc.org/live
http://www.akronfcc.org/live
http://www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron
http://www.akronfcc.org/live
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Closing the Meal Gap in 2019
Feeding Hope Food Pantry is a Network Partner of the 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank and participates in the 
Foodbank’s strategic plan to close the meal gap by 2025. 
The meal gap is the difference between the number of 
meals that are needed by members of the community and 
the number of meals they can access. The Food Pantry 
provided food for 153,000 meals to 12,700 people in 2019. 
Of those, 33% were children and 19% were seniors.

Most of the items distributed were ordered from the 
Foodbank (nearly 207,000 pounds in 2019), but items 
were also donated by Walmart and baked goods received 
from Panera and Giant Eagle. Over 900 pounds of fresh 
produce was received from our Feed My Sheep Garden in 
2019. Personal care items, in addition to food items, were 
donated by individuals.

As part of reducing the meal gap, the Food Pantry made 41 
referrals in the first half of 2019 to the Foodbank for people 
who may be eligible to receive Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits. The Foodbank would 
then contact those people and submit a SNAP application 
for them to the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services (ODJFS). If approved, people would then receive 
an Ohio Direction card which may be credited with a 
modest monthly benefit that can be used to purchase food 
at grocery stores or farmers’ markets. Unfortunately, the 
company that developed the software that allowed us to 
make referrals through PantryTrak and the Foodbank to 
submit applications went bankrupt and that option was 
no longer available during the last part of 2019.

In 2020, the Food Pantry has been collaborating with 
Summit County Department of Job and Family Services 
(DJFS) to help those eligible receive SNAP benefits. A DJFS 
Case Manager is available at the Food Pantry on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month to answer questions, provide SNAP 
benefit information, and process applications.

Sometimes the food distributed goes to homes without 
the tools required to prepare it when individuals are 
making transitions from shelters or other temporary 
housing to more permanent residences. The Food Pantry 
collaborated with Recycle Pots & Pans, a Kent nonprofit, 
that collects gently used pots, pans, and kitchen utensils, 
to offer those items to people in need.

Starting in September 2019, an additional distribution on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
was added. More than 200 people in 2019 volunteered to 
help the Food Pantry by helping with the distribution on 
Tuesdays, receiving Foodbank orders on Mondays, and 
picking up donations from the Arlington Road Walmart 
on Saturdays and the Montrose Panera on Sundays. Also, 
volunteers from Bethany UCC and Stow UCC delivered 
baked goods donated by the Stow Giant Eagle. 

Springtime in the Garden
Welcome to another growing season! Duane and I are thrilled 
to be back in the garden and we are working hard to prepare 
our garden for another year of growing fresh, nutritious 
produce. The mild weather has enabled us to get a lot done in 
the garden already. We are establishing strawberry plants in 
the vertical planters that we built last year that will produce 
fruit next spring. Six new rhubarb plants have also joined the 
family and we will be able to harvest from them for years to 
come.

We are also busy starting seeds for our second annual Plant 
Sale, which will take place on May 16 & 17, 2020 (see page 6 for 
more information.) Please look out for further updates as we 
will be changing the format of the sale to comply with social 
distancing recommendations in order to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety. As of the time of this writing, farming, 
farmers’ markets, and food production remain “essential 
business” under the Ohio Department of Health official order. 
My personal belief is that growing your own food has never 
been more essential and I hope that more people embrace 
gardening as a way to offset your grocery bills and stay active 
outdoors. If you are interested in plant starts, seeds, supplies, 
and gardening information, please mark your calendars for 
our Plant Sale on May 16 & 17.

May you have a safe and happy spring!

Submitted by Sam Phillips, Garden Manager

About 20 volunteers from the Akron nonprofit United 
Disabilities Services (UDS) BraVo! program were part of 
the volunteer force on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Thanks for supporting Feeding Hope Food Pantry’s efforts 
to be a significant part of reducing the meal gap in the 
community and helping those in need!

Submitted by Clay & Debbie Canfield, Food Pantry Coordinators
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Feeding Hope in a Time of Crisis
Under the provisions for distributing food in the Ohio 
Department of Health’s orders, a skeleton crew of volunteers 
have kept the Feeding Hope Food Pantry operating,  providing 
a source of healthy food in this difficult time for families 
in need. As always our pantry is not restricted by zip code 
and serves clients from a very wide geographical area. The 
pantry is open on Tuesday mornings from 9:30am-11:30am 
and the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month from 6:30-
7:30pm. The process for distribution has been modified 
greatly and changes regularly as new recommendations 
for precautionary safety measures are made by the Center 
for Disease Control and other agencies, such as the Akron-
Canton Regional Foodbank.

Clients are asked to stay in their vehicles if they drive up or 
stand outside in a line, 6 feet apart, if they arrive on foot. 
Volunteers take client’s orders which are packed in the 
Chapel and then delivered to a “hand off” table where clients 
collect their orders one at a time.

In March, food for almost 16,900 meals was provided to 1,408 
people in 480 families. That was a new monthly high for the 
Feeding Hope Food Pantry. Thank you to First Church for 
making that possible – both to those who support the ministry 
by volunteering and those who have donated. If you wish to 
lend your support, please visit www.akronfcc.org/donate. 
Please hold any items for donation and do not deliver them at 
this time. While we greatly appreciate these items, we ask that 
you deliver them only after the stay at home order has been 
fully revoked and non-essential travel approved.

Again, thank you First Church and friends for keeping this 
ministry functioning. In a time when these services are more 
essential than ever, First Church has opened its heart to the 
community to help those in need. This is faith in action!

Love Truck Community Dinner
The next meal service will be on Saturday, April 25 from 
4-6:30pm. In collaboration with the Love Truck, we plan to 
continue to serve meals to the homeless as long as we are 
able to. Following recommendations from the Foodbank, 
the process for food distribution will be done in a vastly 
different way, handing out pre-packed foods so that clients 
do not congregate and social distancing is maintained. If you 

are willing and able to support this 
ministry during this time, please 
contact the.lovetruck@yahoo.com. 
We especially encourage people 
in the lower risk categories to 
volunteer. Please spread the word! If 

you are unable to volunteer, but would like to contribute, the 
Love Truck is accepting donations of food, either prepared 
or specific ingredients. Cash donations are always welcome 
too. For more on the ministry, contact Nathan Walden at the.
lovetruck@yahoo.com or Tiffany Thorne at 330.592.0282.

Please note that these photographs were taken over the past month so each 
may not reflect the current recommendations for safety that are in place.

http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
mailto:the.lovetruck%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:the.lovetruck%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:the.lovetruck%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Get the Church Directory online! 
Did you know that you can get the church directly on your 
mobile device? Of course, there’s an app for that! Simply go to 
your app store and search for Instant Church Directory. Once 
the app is downloaded, you will be prompted to log in or 
create an account. Please note the only way to access the First 
Church directly is to use the email address that you have given 
for church records. The email address that the church office 
has on file will be your username to access the directory and 
you are able to create your 
own password. If you aren’t 
sure if your email address 
is included, please contact 
Kasey Kalchert at kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org or 
call 330.523.5109 ext 112 for 
assistance. We encourage 
you to make sure you keep 
your information current 
with the church office and 
to contact Kasey with any with any information changes or 
updates as this helps us serve you best. Thank you. 

Members’ Bulletin Board 
Upon the return to regularly scheduled programing, there 
will be a new place on one of the bulletin boards in Fellowship 
Hall where members can post notices for other members to 
read and respond. It may be an event you are participating in 
that you want to invite others to attend. It may be a notice of 
a piece of furniture or household item you want to give away. 
It may be a request for something you need that someone else 
may have and want to get rid of. Or it might be a request for a 
service that someone else can offer. It can be any number of 
exciting new ways to share!

On your post, be sure to add your contact information 
or direct people to the church directory (make sure your 
information on file is up to date!) as well as how you want to be 
contacted. All transfers of goods will be up to the individuals 
involved, items cannot be left at the church.
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Our New Care Team is Active
So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of 

all, and especially for those of the family of faith 
Galatians 6:10

This call, to care for those in our family of faith, is an essential 
part of our covenant to one another as a church and it is the 
primary goal of our new Care Team. 

The Care Team is comprised of First Church members 
who, alongside the ministers, join together in caring for 
the immediate and long-standing needs of other church 
members in intentional ways. Care Team members participate 
in different ways, as each person has time and gifting. Some 
of the ways the Care Team shows care are: making phone 
calls, sending cards or notes, delivering flowers, or visiting 
homebound or hospitalized members. These ways of showing 
care are simple in nature, but large in their impact and are 
now actively taking place in the life of the church. 

At such a time as this, when changes are constant and 
anxieties are increased, we want to encourage and empower 
First Church members, regardless of whether or not you are 
an active member of the Care Team, to care for one another 
in simple, but impactful ways. You never know whose day 
you might make or what kind of hope you may bring into 
someone’s life by showing that you care! 

Please contact Associate Minister Antigoné Lowery at 
antigone.lowery@akronfcc.org if you would like to learn more 
about the Care Team’s operation and perhaps participate. 

Annual Plant Sale
This year we will hold our second Annual Plant Sale from 9am-
3pm on Saturday and Sunday, May 16 and 17, 2020. This sale 
raises funds for the Feed My Sheep Garden at First Church 
and for our garden partner, Let’s Grow Akron. It also makes 
affordable vegetables, herbs, and native perennial seedlings 
and flowers available within the city of Akron. Planning has 
already begun to encourage advance online ordering and 
social distancing for day-of customers. 

Please consider whether you might be available to volunteer 
at this event and contact Kasey Kalchert kasey.kalchert@
akronfcc.org. Volunteers will sign up in slots to ensure 
minimum numbers and safety for all. Please consider 
supporting this valuable event and our Food Justice ministry.

mailto:kasey.kalchert%40akronfcc.org?subject=
mailto:kasey.kalchert%40akronfcc.org?subject=
mailto:antigone.lowery%40akronfcc.org?subject=
mailto:kasey.kalchert%40akronfcc.org?subject=
mailto:kasey.kalchert%40akronfcc.org?subject=
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Who Makes Decisions For You?
Everyone has the right to make their own decisions… but what 
if you are incapacitated and unable to convey your wishes? 
And who will make those decisions about your estate when 
you’re gone? No one likes to think that they may experience 
such a significant illness, but as we are seeing with COVID-19 
you never know what might be around the corner. In addition, 
you probably know of someone who died unexpectedly well 
before their time. This is why, no matter what your age or 
health status, everyone needs to take a moment to create 
these important documents – a Durable Power of Attorney, a 
Durable Medical Power of Attorney, and a Living Will. 

A Power of Attorney gives someone you trust the authority 
to manage your legal and financial holdings after you pass. 
A Durable Power of Attorney gives someone you trust the 
authority to manage your legal and financial matters not only 
after you pass, but also if you are alive and incapacitated. 
The person you select must be willing to handle tasks such 
as paying bills or filing taxes on behalf of you or your estate.

A Durable Health Care Power of Attorney is a document in 
which you designate someone to be your representative in 
the event you are unable to make or communicate decisions 
about all aspects of your health care. In this document you 
can give the selected representative as much or as little power 
as you like, but if you aren’t specific, most states will give 
them comprehensive power over your end-of-life medical 
decisions.

A Living Will is the document that instructs your doctor 
whether or not you want to receive or withhold life-
prolonging interventions if you are terminally ill or 
unconscious. Through the use of a Living Will, you are able to 
state your medical care wishes while you’re mentally able to 
do so, which can help families avoid disputes or even feeling 
guilty as it makes end-of-life decisions much clearer. 

All of these documents are available online for free at eforms.
com. You do not need to have the forms notarized unless you 
prefer, but you do need to have witnesses. If you have any 
questions or would like to discuss this further, please feel free 
to contact Finance and Operations Manager Janis Worley at 
janis.worley@akronfcc.org.

Submitted by Janis Worley, Finance and Operations Manager

That’s it – just two extra questions that will save you time in 
the months ahead, and give you the security of knowing your 
donations are being made on a timely basis and that you are 
fulfilling your pledge.

For those of you that have automatic 
donations through our old system, 
our Finance and Operations Manager 
Janis Worley will be in touch with you 
shortly to arrange moving them to our 
new system. Anyone with questions 
may reach out to her directly at janis.
worley@akronfcc.org.

Help us to continue to help you and 
our community by sending in your 
contributions today! And save that 
stamp – set up an online donation!

Submitted by Janis Worley, Finance and Operations Manager

Donating Continued from page 2.

PBJ Faithful as Schools Close
Due to the schools closing on Monday, March 16, the 
PBJ Ministry Team decided Thursday night, March 12, to 
add an additional 20 bags of food to our final, next day 
delivery. Shout out to Ross at the Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank who is in charge of supplying our bread. When 
he heard, last minute Friday morning, that we were pack-
ing extra he got us the additional 20 loaves of bread and 
20 English muffins/bagels! After filling 75 bags of food for 
the Mason students we ended up with four boxes of extra 
bread from the Foodbank. Mina Riazzi, our Mason liason, 
was thrilled to have the extra bags of food and bread to 
send home with additional students.

The bags were filled with more than what is usually sent 
home for a weekend.  Each bag of food contained a box of 
cereal, a can of beef ravioli, spaghetti and meatballs, and 
applesauce; a jar each of peanut butter and jelly; 2 boxes 
of macaroni and cheese; 3 packages of Ramen noodles; 
and 5 snacks. The students also received a loaf of bread 
and English muffins/bagels from the Foodbank.

Submitted by Mary Ann Gray, PBJ Ministry Team Coordinator

http://eforms.com
http://eforms.com
mailto:janis.worley%40akronfcc.org?subject=
mailto:janis.worley%40akronfcc.org?subject=
mailto:janis.worley%40akronfcc.org?subject=
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Over the years, First Church has published many recipe 
books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the archive 
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

One-Pan Lasagna
From the church archives, originally submitted  
by Evie Price

Ingredients:
1 (14-16oz) jar of spaghetti sauce 
   (meat optional)
½ lb lasagna noodles
1 (8oz) plain nonfat yogurt
1 (16oz) container of low-fat 
   cottage cheese
1 pkg. sliced Mozzarella cheese
½ cup of Parmesan cheese
1 cup of water

Directions:

Spread 1 cup of the sauce into a 9 x 13½ 
inch dish. Mix cottage cheese with yogurt. 
Layer noodles, cottage cheese & yogurt mixture, and 
Mozzarella. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese. Repeat twice 
more. Top with sauce and Parmesan. Pour water around 
the edges of the pan. Seal tightly with foil. Bake for one 
hour at 305 degrees. Remove foil and bake for another 
15 minutes, or until the noodles are tender. Let stand for 
about 20 minutes and serve. 

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives

Caring for Your Family
FAMILY TIPS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS
Before Jesus left his disciples, he first showed them how 
to care for one another. He taught them many lessons, 
encouraged them with prayer, and reminded them that 
no matter what they might come up against in life, they 
would be better equipped to face it together. Our hope and 
prayer for our families during the coronavirus is that you 
would feel supported by others as you continue to support 
your family.  Here are 3 few tips to consider integrating 
into your life home as ways to care for one another. 

1. Stick to a routine. Like adults, children and youth 
benefit from structure and knowing what their day 
entails. Structure is an easy way to maintain a sense of 
normality at home, even if that structure varies from 
day to day. 

2. Do activities together. Whether it’s once a day or once 
a week, making time for the whole family to do an ac-
tivity together is a great way to stay connected with 
one another. Consider taking a walk, doing a puzzle, 
or setting up a scavenger hunt in your home.

3. Do a daily check-in. One of the simplest and most ef-
fective ways that we can show care to our loved-ones is 
by checking in with them. There are a number of fun, 
interactive ways to do this.  Consider asking each other 
to share a “thorn,” something that has been challeng-
ing in their day, and a “rose,” something that has been 
positive in their day. Or perhaps you can make your 
daily check-in a challenge and set your phone timer 
for one-minute, giving each person in your household 
a chance to share highlights from their day before the 
clock runs out. 

Whatever your family does to care for one another while 
you’re at home together, may it be filled with lots of love 
and hope as you each navigate the challenges of this sea-
son while fully embracing the joys of being together as a 
family. 

Resources for Home Life
FREE IDEAS FOR TIME AT HOME
For as long as schools are closed, Audible by Amazon 
is offering kids everywhere free access to stream a 
massive collection of stories that will help them continue 
dreaming, learning, and just being kids. Check it out at 
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen on your phone, 
computer, or tablet!

YouTube is a great resource to help you learn a new skill or 
hobby. There are great videos on fixing household items, 
cooking new recipes, and staying active with at-home 
workouts that you can do right in your living room! 

If you’re working from home, give yourself a quiet place to 
focus, but realize with your expectations! 

Take a break for up to three minutes, every half hour and 
try no avoid sitting in the same position for too long. The 
World Health Organization offers more tips at CNBC.com: 
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/20/who-offers-tips-
for-living-under-coronavirus-quarantine-dont-drink-
smoke-or-watch-too-much-news.html
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Earth-Saving Craft Time
Do you have a ton of extra paper laying around ,either 
from scrapbooking projects, newspapers, old magazines, 
wrapping paper... and so on. You can turn that old paper 
into fun beads to make a unique necklace! 

All you need is the paper, a paper bead rolling tool (easily 
found on Amazon), tooth picks, tacky glue, scissors, and 
string or elastic for stringing. 

With the paper rolling tool, cut your paper into thin strips 
for rolling and insert the end into a slot on the rolling tool. 
It will hold the paper in place while you role the strip tightly 
around the tool. It can be as thick as you want! Try paper 
of different widths to get different shaped beads. This also 
works for ribbon!  When your strip of paper ends, dab a 
pit of glue at the end to secure it to the bead. Carefully, 
transfer the new bead to a toothpick to dry and move onto 
the next bead. When you have as many as you’d like, and 
they’re dried, simply string them onto your string to make 
a totally unique, one of a kind necklace or bracelet!

With Condolences
First Church member, Jim Stilson, passed 
away peacefully on March 26, 2020. 
A private funeral service was held on 
Monday, March 30, at Billows Funeral 
Home followed by burial at Ohio Western 
Reserve National Cemetery. Rev. Nanette Pitt and Associate 
Minister Antigoné Lowery officiated.

Child Abuse Prevention Month
April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month and for 
Summit County Children Services (SCCS) April 8 was 
“Wear Blue for Child Abuse Prevention” so our staff joined 
the cause posting the picture above on social media. Even 
though we were socially distanced, we were united in this 
cause! #SummitWearsBlue #STOPChildAbuse

National Child Abuse Prevention Month is an annual 
observance dedicated to raising awareness and preventing 
child abuse and neglect. Last year, SCCS provided services 
to nearly 11,000 children. That is 1 out of 11 children in 
Summit County!

“During these unprecedented and challenging times, 
we continue to provide essential services to the most 
vulnerable children in this community,” said Julie Barnes, 
Summit County Children Services Executive Director. 
SCCS asks family members, neighbors and friends to pay 
close attention to children who may be isolated during 
these difficult and stressful times. Many reporters of 
child abuse and neglect are school teachers who are not 
seeing children who are potentially at risk because of 
the pandemic. “We do not want this health emergency 
to become a child welfare crisis,” said Barnes. For more 
information, visit www.summitkids.org. 

http://www.summitkids.org
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In Our Prayers
We offer daily prayers of thanksgiving for all who are struggling 
in body, mind, or spirit each day. We pray especially for all 
those around the world who are affected by the coronavirus; 
those who are sick and those who care for them, those who 
work tirelessly to provide treatment and vaccine. We give 
thanks for our public officials and leaders, those who staff 
hospitals and work in grocery stores, for first responders and 
emergency service providers. Within our community we pray 
for Chris, Marilyn, Margaret, Jessica, Lola, Barbara, Carole, 
George, Madeline, Betty, Wanda, Art, and Doug. 
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Computer System Upgrades
As said by Heraclitus, “The only constant in life is change”, and 
behind the scenes in the First Church office several computer 
systems have been changing over the past six months. With 
the oversight of the Governing Board, the system we used 
to manage our finances and our membership database has 
been transitioned to new programs that will allow us greater 
flexibility in reporting, and more interaction and efficiency 
between users. We have been in training to enhance our user 
skills, and for most of you there will be no noticeable change. 
However, for those of you receiving pledge statements and 
other financial reports, the documents may not look the way 
you have been used to seeing them in the past. As we move 
forward if you have any questions about the new documents 
you are receiving, please contact Finance and Operations 
Manager Janis Worley at janis.worley@akronfcc.org. Thank 
you!

Submitted by Janis Worley, Finance and Operations Manager

 Get Social! 
First Church is on social media! Have you “liked” our Facebook 
page? You can find us at FCCofAkron. We will keep you up-
to-date with the latest news and events, so be sure to visit our 
page. Prefer Twitter? Follow 1stChurchAkron.

Worship Recordings Available
If you aren’t able to listen to the services online at www.
akronfcc.org, you can request a DVD recording from the 
church office. To request a copy, please contact the church 
office and we’ll gladly mail you the worship service and/or 
sermon just as soon as the DVD is ready. 

mailto:janis.worley%40akronfcc.org?subject=
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292 East Market St.
Akron, OH 44308 

Rooted in Christ • Fostering Justice • Celebrating Diversity

Community Outreach
Feeding Hope Food Pantry
Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30am

2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30pm

Our Food Pantry distributions continue as First Church 
helps address the growing need for food and nutrition in our 
community during the COVID-19 pandemic. If you would 
like to make a contribution, please visit at www.akronfcc.org/
donate

Now Streaming
Sunday Worship Services
Join worship from wherever you  are! 

At 9:30am and 11am on Sundays join us remotely at www.
akronfcc.org/live or www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron .

A Time of Prayer and Reflection
Wednesdays at noon, Pastor Nanette and Pastor Antigoné 
will be live on www.akronfcc.org/live or www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron for a time to center and reflect. 

http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
http://www.akronfcc.org/donate
http://www.akronfcc.org/live
http://www.akronfcc.org/live
http://www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron
http://www.akronfcc.org/live
http://www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron
http://www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron

