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Everybody wants diversity… until it happens. 
Josh Inman 

 
Diversity is inviting new people to the party. Inclusion is asking them to dance. 

Anon 

 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female,  

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
Galatians 3:28 

 
 
PRELUDE Largo Antonio Vivaldi 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: What does the Lord require of you? 
 All: To do justice, and to love kindness, 
   and to walk humbly with our God. 

 One: What does God command of us? 
 All: To love God with all our heart, 
   and all our soul, 
   and all our mind, 
   and all our strength, 
   and to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

 One: God does not call us to ease or to comfort. 
 All: But to presence, and abundance, 
   and grace in our struggle. 
 One: Let us worship the God who believes in us, 
   and trusts in us, and abides with us. 
 All: Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, 
   but will be beside us every step of the way. 
 



 

HYMN  We Sing Your Mighty Power, O God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 
ANTHEM Song of Joy John Ness Beck 
 
READING FROM THE PSALMS  Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all 
generations. 

I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: ‘I will 
establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.’”  

Happy are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance; 
they exult in your name all day long, and extol your righteousness. 

For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted. 

For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
 
READING FROM THE GOSPEL  Matthew 10:40-42 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 
SERMON  What’s in a Welcome 
 
UNISON READING  Open & Affirming Welcome Statement 

First Congregational Church of Akron unconditionally affirms all people  
as we live out our call to follow Jesus Christ and his teaching of inclusive love. 

We welcome people of every race, age, nationality, gender identity and expression, 
sexual orientation, family circumstance, socio-economic status, physical and 
mental ability, or spiritual background. 

We invite all who are seeking God’s presence in their lives to participate fully in  
our church life, ministry, and leadership. 

We strive to be a safe place, free from the fear of judgment, where wounds can heal, 
differences are cherished, and inclusivity is intentional. 

We commit ourselves to the struggle against injustice, discrimination,  
violence, and hatred, in order to foster a world of peace and wholeness. 

God loves you. Christ invites you. We embrace and celebrate you. 
 



 

HYMN  God of Freedom, God of Justice 
 



 

INVITATION TO PRAYER 

 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (please use the language most familiar to you) 

 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  
  as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
OFFERING Ride On, King Jesus arr. Hal Johnson 

Please visit www.akronfcc.org/donate to support 
the vital and ongoing ministries and missions of First Church 

or mail your donation to 292 East Market Street, Akron OH 44308. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

http://www.akronfcc.org/support/donate/


 

HYMN  All Are Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Savior of the Nations, Come Paul Manz 

  



 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
Rev. Nanette Pitt, Senior Minister 
Antigoné Lowery, Associate Minister 
Julie Lehman, Choir Director and Organist 
Elizabeth Wilson, Reader 
Amanda-Joyce Abbott, Stephanie Corbin, Soloists 
Written by Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy and inspired by Genesis 22: 1-14; Micah 6:8; Deuteronomy 6:5 

CCLI License #11234842 and CCS License #8399 

 
Coming Out Christian. TONIGHT, from 6-7pm, members of the LGBTQ+ community 
can come together online to explore Christianity and the possibility of understanding 
faith in new ways as we reclaim and explore our faith journeys. Join us as we rethink 
God’s love toward LGBTQ+ Christians! If you would like to join the discussion, please 
RSVP to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org by 5pm TODAY. You will 
receive a Zoom link in your email to join the conversation.  
 
July Teen Bible Study. Calling all teens! We invite you to join Pastor Antigone on 
Zoom each Wednesday in July from 7pm-8:30pm for a 5-week study on the book of 
Lamentations. Each week, we will discuss a theme in Lamentations and what it can 
teach us about our ability to create social change in our society. Many young people 
are at the center of important social movements in our society, reminding us that 
anyone can create positive change. As Mahatma Gandhi reminds us, we are to “be 
the change that [we] wish to see in the world.”  For this reason, we hope that you 
will join us in this safe and exciting space to share and connect with other like-
minded teens! To RSVP, please email Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org 
no later than 5pm each Tuesday in July.  
 
First Church Reads – White Fragility. In collaboration with members of First Christian 
Church, Cuyahoga Falls and Rev. Debbie Saxe, this July we will read and discuss Robin 
J. DiAngelo's work White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About 
Racism. Discussions facilitated by Pastor Nanette and Pastor Debbie, will be held on 
Wednesdays in July from 7-8:30pm as we read through the book. To RSVP, please 
email Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org no later than 5pm each 
Wednesday in July. In White Fragility, antiracist educator Robin DiAngelo deftly  

illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to understand racism as a practice not 
restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine).” Referring to the defensive moves that white people 
make when challenged racially, white fragility is characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and 
guilt, and by behaviors including argumentation and silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to 
reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-racial dialogue. Books are 
available on Amazon and Kindle e-Readers, or can be sourced from your favorite bookseller.  
 
Online Bible Study for Men* You are warmly invited to join Rev. Steven Savides online for an 
exploration of the scriptures on Saturday, July 4, 8-9am. Participants are encouraged to have a bible 
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mailto:kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07638ZFN1/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07638ZFN1/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
mailto:kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07638ZFN1/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


 

with them (any translation) and to be prepared to journey through scripture with thought-provoking 
conversation. Steven is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Notre Dame and an ordained minister in 
the United Church of Christ. Please RSVP to Kasey: kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org by 4pm the Friday 
before. *The designation “men” is meant to create a space in which all who identify as male or who 
embrace a masculine identity can feel welcome and find fellowship. 
 
The Akron-Area YMCA is the June Mission of the Month. The mission at the Y is “to put Christian 
principles into practices through the programs that build a healthy, spirit, mind, and body for all.” The 
core values of the Y are caring, honesty, respect, responsibility, and faith with the areas of focus 
including youth development, healthy living, and social responsibility. Watch this video to hear more 
about the Akron-Area YMCA programs! If you like to make a contribution, please make your check out 
the First Congregational Church of Akron with “Akron-Area YMCA” in the memo line or donate online 
at www.akronfcc.org/donate  
 

IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS 

We offer daily prayers of thanksgiving for all who are struggling in body, mind, or spirit each day. We 
pray especially for all those around the world who are affected by the coronavirus; those who are sick 
and those who care for them, those who work tirelessly to provide treatment and vaccine. We give 
thanks for our public officials and leaders, those who staff hospitals and work in grocery stores, for 
first responders and emergency service providers. Within our community we pray for Chris, Marilyn, 
Margaret, Jessica, Lola, Barbara, Carole, George, Madeline, Betty, Wanda, Art, and Doug.  
 
 

First Congregational Church of Akron 
292 East Market Street 

Akron, OH 44308 

www.akronfcc.org 
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