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Beacon’s Best Top Five
First Church is in the Akron Beacon Journal’s Beacon’s 
Best top fi ve of places to worship. Voting begins July 
7 and ends July 23! You can cast your vote at https://
b eaconjournal .gannettcontests .com/b eacons-
best-2021. Please share our nomination on your social 
media and encourage others who support you to 
support your church! You will need to register with your 
email fi rst. You’re welcome to vote in other categories as 
well. In fact, voting in more than 25 categories will enter 
you in a drawing for $250!

Dear Beloved,

Isn’t it curious how in the midst of life’s most diffi cult 
moments, we sometimes fi nd ourselves feeling most 
grateful?

Through the COVID pandemic, I have had the opportunity 
to see the very best of humanity in you - in the members 
and friends of First Church! We have rallied and cared 
for our church community and the world around us to 
the utmost best of our ability. I am blessed to be a part of 
this church community with you and humbled to be your 
pastor and friend along the way in this journey of faith.

The words “thank you” don’t quite seem to cut it at times of 
deepest appreciation so I hope you will join us on Sunday, 
July 18, at 11am in the Meetinghouse and at 12pm in the 
Feed My Sheep Garden so that we can celebrate together 
and spend time thanking God as we thank each other (fi nd 
event details on page 3).

In his Letters and Papers from Prison (1943-45), Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer wrote: “In ordinary life we hardly realize that 
we receive a great deal more than we give, and that it is 
only with gratitude that life becomes rich. It is very easy to 
overestimate the importance of our own achievements in 
comparison with what we owe others.” 

I know that I owe a debt of gratitude to the First Church 
community and to each of the members of our wonderful 
staff for this past season, in particular.

We have, each of us, achieved a great deal bringing 
ourselves and our loved ones through the pandemic. Let’s 
make our lives all the richer by reaching out in thanks 
to all of those in the First Church community who have 
brought our church community through the pandemic 
and blessed us and others so richly. 

I look forward to seeing you on the 18th to celebrate!

With gratitude,
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Bobby Goes MMADD
MUSIC, MIME, ART, DRAMA, and DANCE

As you may or may not have read 
in my bio every summer, since 
I was young, I have been going 
to church camp at Templed 
Hills. Templed HIlls is a very 
special place to me and my call 
to ministry, and continues to 
be important to me as part of 
call and ministry through my 
participation as a director for 

Music, Mime, Art, Drama, and Dance (MMADD) Camp. 

MMADD camp this year was June 27th to July 3rd, and we 
were so excited to get to see our campers in-person again 
this summer. This summer was full of joy, as we celebrated 
reuniting, our health, the continuation of traditions 
that we hold dear, and the creation of new programs 
and activities. In our week together we had: Color Wars, 
Wacky Olympics, and MMADDCon (our end of the week 
showcase event) and many other special moments. While 
many things were different this summer to protect our 
campers, and their families, the campers still had an 
amazing experience and made memories that will last 
them for years to come. 

Many of our campers have been with us since they were 
in second grade, and one of the things I love most about 
camp is getting to see these campers grow year to year. 
While their physical growth always astounds me, it is their 
spiritual growth that always blows me away.  Having the 
opportunity to walk with these young people on their 
faith journey is an amazing blessing, and truly humbles 
me year after year. It is also an amazing blessing to be a 
part of a church that encourages me to be a part of vibrant 
ministries like MMADD Camp, so I want to say thank you 
to all of you. Though you may not realize it, each and every 
one of you, through your care and support, came with me 
to camp. So thank you for walking with me, and enabling 
me to walk beside these young people who help make our 
churches, and communities vibrant and strong. 

Submitted by Bobby Burtt, Acting Associate Minister

A
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Grab a Bite with Bobby
FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN & YOUNG ADULTS

Our new Acting Associate Minister, 
Bobby Burtt, has two really big loves 
in his life: connecting with people and 
eating pizza! He loves it so much that 
he is even willing to bring the pizza 
to you for some time in fellowship. If 
you’re a young adult or a family with 
children, we invite you to reach out! 

You can meet Bobby at a park if you’d prefer to be outside, 
at a baseball fi eld if you have a practice to attend. If you 
prefer, Bobby also eats ice-cream! If you are a dog lover, 
he can even bring his dog, Finn (make that three big loves).

If your family would like to set up a time to have pizza 
or ice-cream with Bobby, email him at bobby.burtt@
akronfcc.org or call/text him at 330.780.8122.

y

Set Up Your Congregant Portal?
This spring, individuals currently in the First Church 
database were emailed an invitation to set up a Congregant 
Portal – did you reply? 

What does the portal do for you? First, it allows you to 
directly update your contact information (address, phone 
and email) to help us keep up to date. You are even able to 
add your photo! The Congregant Portal also allows you to 
give one-time or recurring gifts, you can save a payment 
method to make future giving quick and easy, and you can 
view details about previous online or in-person giving.

The enrollment in the new Congregant Portal begins 
with the church offi ce emailing you an invitation to join 
the portal. You will need to accept the invitation to create 
your account. Please use the email address we have on 
fi le for you here in the church offi ce so that the system 
recognizes you. You will then receive a 6-digit code by 
email to confi rm your email address. Create a password 
and you are ready to go. Don’t forget to bookmark the 
homepage so you can easily fi nd it later! If you cannot 
locate the invitation emailed to you, please let Finance 
and Operations Manager Janis Worley at janis.worley@
akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 x111.

Church Community Directory
The First Church Instant Church Directory app gives 
you access to our membership directory on your smart 
phone or tablet. You can also view the directory at 
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/. Simply 
log in with the email you’ve provided to First Church to 
gain access. Please note the church offi ce doesn’t have a 
record of member passwords; you can reset at your own 
discretion on the login page to Instant Church Directory.
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Thank You Celebration
SUNDAY, JULY 18 FROM 11AM - 2PM

Let’s rise together and thank God for all the members and 
friends whose dedication and service bore First Church 
through the worst of the pandemic.

Our Thank You Celebration will begin with one 11am 
combined worship service in the Meetinghouse (there will 
be no 9am service). During worship, we’ll acknowledge 
the support and service of volunteers and staff. This 
service will stream live to YouTube and be available there 
for later viewing.

From noon until 2pm, we’ll gather for an outdoor, open-
air event in our Feed My Sheep Garden where we’ll be 
able to view the newly completed Memorial Garden wall. 
There will be some chairs and tables with a few canopy 
tents set up. The playground will be open and there will 
be a bounce house and plenty of fun for our younger 
members. We’ll have live music and a food truck serving 
entrée sandwiches / burgers with waffl e fries and a drink 
for $12.50 (additional sides and dessert items available too). 
An $8 food truck “thank you” voucher will be available to 
each adult attending worship that day. Visit akronfcc.org/
thank-you-celebration for more details.

Bring your family and friends along! If you’re able, bring 
a canopy tent and chairs. To volunteer either before, 
during, or after the event, or if you have questions, please 
contact Congregational Life Coordinator Alex Morris 
alex.morris@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 x112. We look 
forward to seeing you for the fun summer celebration!

Pandemic Precaution Update
At the Governing Board Meeting on June 28, church 
leadership decided to make the following adjustments to 
the church’s current pandemic precautions. 

The continued good faith and grace of First Church’s 
members is greatly appreciated. While we recognize that 
individually we may make more liberal choices, accepting 
heightened risk, the church leadership appreciates your 
understanding of the continued need for the church as 
a whole to take a considerate and judiciously cautious 
approach. This is in a desire that First Church be a space 
where all of our members, even the most vulnerable, can 
come to worship and gather as safely as possible. Each 
month the Governing Board will evaluate requirements, 
making adjustments accordingly and as needed.

• Pre-registration is no longer necessary to attend Sunday 
worship services. We will continue to use one, accessible 
point of entry at the Chapel and hold fellowship 
outdoors on the front lawn, weather permitting.

• Face shields or masks continue to be required.

• Sunday infant and toddler childcare in the Nursery will 
resume as soon as possible and additional programming 
for children will continue to resume.

• Attendees at Sunday worship are now invited to sing the 
songs and hymns, while wearing their face covering. 

• Physical distancing continues to be encouraged.

• Food and beverage service will resume with some 
additional precautions in place per the Health Dept.

It is a blessing to see one another at the in-person worship 
services and we hope to see more of you soon!

Community Celebration Sunday
Save the date for our annual Community Celebration 
Sunday on September 12, 2021. Join us for one combined 
worship service at 11am followed by a special event and 
Annual Meeting 2021. This year will mark our fi rst with the 
new Annual Meeting format (a Semi-Annual meeting in 
May followed by an Annual Meeting in September) so this 
September’s Annual Meeting promises to be a wonderful 
opportunity for fellowship as well as a celebration of our 
joint endeavors this past year. Please save the date!

CELEBRATE WORSHIP 9AM
FESTIVAL WORSHIP 1AM

Sunday Worship
Join us in person for worship each Sunday in the 
Meetinghouse at 9am or 11am. Communion is served on 
the fi rst Sunday of each month. To join remotely, visit our 
YouTube channel. No account is necessary, visit YouTube 
and search for First Church, Akron to watch worship live 
or at a later time.
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Time with Tots
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 10AM-10:30AM

There will be more opportunities to join-in this summer 
as we reconvene Time with Tots in-person. We will meet 
on the third Saturday of the month beginning in August. 
Make sure to mark your calendars for August 21 at 10am 
in the First Church garden. We will have time to play, 
explore, and interact with other members of the church 
as we will combine our event with our Summer Garden 
Party! There will be light refreshments provided and you 
are welcome to stay as long as you like.

If you have any questions, contact bobby.burtt@akronfcc.
org or 330.780.8122.

Sole Searching Hiking Group 
In June, Sole Searching got off to a great start with the 
group exploring the trails and the natural beauty of the 
Gorge and Sand Run Metro Parks. Everyone who attended  
shared fellowship and got to know one another!

Sole Searching will continue into the Summer months at 
various Metro Parks and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each 
month. The group meets at 10am; just look for Bobby when 
you arrive! Here are the next Sole Searching outings:

July 10: Deep Lock Quarry: 5779 Riverview Rd, Peninsula, 
OH 44264.

July 24: Oxbow Area, Cascade Valley: 1061 Cuyahoga St, 
Akron, OH 44313.

August 14: Big Oak Area, Silver Lake Metro park: 5000 
Hametown Rd, Norton, OH 44203.

August 28: Lake Area, Munroe Falls Metro Park: 521 S River 
Rd, Munroe Falls, OH 44262.

Revisiting the Garden of Eatin’
FIRST CHURCH’S COOKBOOK

One of Bobby’s favorite things about being part of a church 
is the community life that churches foster. From potluck 
dinners to mission trips and everything in-between, the 
ability to feel like you are part of something bigger than 
yourself is a major draw for many. A big part of being a 
community is eating together! Join Bobby in putting 
together a new edition of the church cookbook, the 
Garden of Eatin’! We’re looking to form a working group 
that will curate the content and layout of the cookbook. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact Bobby 
at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org, or drop by and visit him 
during offi ce hours.

Prayer Blanket Ministry
The First Church Prayer Blanket Ministry is meeting in 
person again and all are welcome. For more information 
about this ministry, please contact facilitator Deborah 
Anderson.

The Prayer Blanket Ministry meets on the second and third 
Tuesdays of each month from 2-5:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall to make the no-sew knotted blankets and the prayer 
patches. The blankets are a great blessing to patients at 
various area hospitals and can be requested by individuals 
via the First Church website.

Contem-PAINT
Amber Cullen will continue to lead sessions of Con-
tem-PAINT in-person beginning July 11. The group will 
meet in the art room on the second fl oor education wing 
at 4pm. Following months’ meetings will take place on 
the fi rst Sunday of the month. There will be no Septem-
ber session.
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Summer Garden Party
Come and celebrate the summer with an intergenerational 
morning of fun and volunteerism at the Feed My Sheep 
Garden on Saturday, August 21, 9am-12:30pm. 

At 9am volunteers will gather to begin weeding in the 
Feed My Sheep Garden and planting in the new Memorial 
Garden. The playground will be available for families 
with children and at 10am Bobby will be facilitating Time 
with Tots gathering together with caregivers of babies and 
toddlers under the tent in the garden.

We hope you’ll join us to not only help tend the First 
Church garden but to join in fellowship with some of the 
youngest (and arguably the cutest) people who attend First 
Church! 

Light refreshments will be provided, but feel free to 
bring a packed lunch and a folding chair to enjoy time 
gardening and sharing fellowship with other gardeners 
and the church’s children and families. If you have 
questions, reach out to Bobby at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.

Akron Pride Festival Team
SATURDAY, AUGUST 28, 2021, DOWNTOWN AKRON 

Each year First Church has represented our Open and 
Affi rming commitment at Akron’s Equality March and Pride 
Festival through sponsorship and active participation. 
You are invited to join us in the Equality March and to 
volunteer in the First Church booth for an hour or two 
as together, we represent God’s love and welcome to all. 
Please contact the Membership Board Chairperson Toby 
Leichty-Clifford, tmcliff1966@gmail.com, to sign up.

Conversation on Race Continued
We live in a multicultural, multiracial, world. The 
Economist predicts that the United States will become 
majority non-white in less than 25 years. As many of us 
came to realize in the summer of 2020, we also live in a 
world with a broken heart where our unity is challenged 
by our fear, by our human prejudice and greed for power. 

This summer, we are re-engaging in our ongoing 
conversations on race by reading books and watching a 
documentary. Conversations, some with guest facilititors, 
will happen in the early fall. Stay tuned for information 
about dates and, in the meantime, start reading and 
watching!

I AM NOT YOUR NEGRO: DOCUMENTARY

Filmmaker Raoul Peck envisions the book James Baldwin 
never fi nished in this powerful and enlightening 
documentary. The book, unfi nished at the time of his 
death, was a revolutionary, personal account of the lives 
and assassinations of three of his close friends: Medgar 
Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.

UNCOMFORTABLE CONVERSATIONS: BOOK

In Uncomfortable Conversations With a Black Man, Emmanuel 
Acho takes on all the questions, large and small, insensitive 
and taboo, many white Americans are afraid to ask yet 
which all Americans need the answers to, to increase 
understanding and join in the antiracist fi ght. 

I’M STILL HERE: BOOK

This incisive memoir by Austin Channing Brown takes 
a penetrating look at race and the Christian faith. 
Brown’s experiences and lifelong exploration of racial 
understanding and reconciliation offer a modern take 
on the double consciousness fi rst written about by W.E.B. 
DuBois. I’m Still Here is an eye-opening account of growing 
up Black, Christian, and female that exposes how white 
America’s love affair with “diversity” so often falls short of 
its ideals.

HOW TO BE AN ANTIRACIST: BOOK

At its core, racism is a powerful system that creates false 
hierarchies of human value; its warped logic extends 
beyond race, from the way we regard people of different 
ethnicities or skin colors to the way we treat people of 
different sexes, gender identities, and body types. 

In How to Be an Antiracist, Ibram X. Kendi takes readers 
through a widening circle of antiracist ideas that will help 
readers see all forms of racism clearly, understand their 
poisonous consequences, and work to oppose them in our 
systems and in ourselves.
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Earth-Saving Idea: Plant a Tree
There are many great reasons to plant a tree in your garden or 
support the planting of trees in local parks and public spaces.

They will help cool down the streets! During the pandemic 
we’ve been out walking more and appreciating the local hikes 
and parks. During summer we all appreciate the extra shade 
that trees offer on and around blacktop surfaces. If we plant 
enough trees, they could even help to reduce the average 
temperature of the whole city.

Trees provide shelter for wildlife. Residential areas in Akron 
are bursting with wildlife. Planting trees and other vegetation 
around your property will provide them with a place to live, 
and a place for you to watch them!

Their roots will prevent erosion. Especially on sloped ground, 
a tree’s roots will reinforce the soil and help to prevent 
erosion. This also helps prevent runoff from sweeping harmful 
pollutants into rivers and other water sources.

Trees help to save water. A couple sprawling 
trees in your yard will provide enough shade 
to prevent too much water from evaporating. 
The amount of water a tree requires to 
survive is generally far less than the amount 
of water it saves from evaporating.

Your lungs will thank you. Trees, among 
other plants, clean the air of irritants like 
dust and other pollutants, and even harmful 
substances like carbon monoxide.

You can turn off your heaters and air conditioner! Strategically 
placed trees that shade the West and South sides of your home 
will keep it cool in the Summer, and then allow the sun through 
to warm it in the Winter. Just make sure they’re deciduous so 
they lose their leaves in the Fall!

Property value! A well-landscaped home with well-placed 
trees can increase a home’s value, and even the value of 
surrounding properties.

Believe it or not, trees can go extinct! Trees like the Bigleaf 
Magnolia and the Blackjack Oak are threatened or even 
endangered. Other trees haven’t been documented in the wild 
in decades! Planting endangered trees will prevent any more 
species from going extinct.

Make sure you plant the right kind of tree!

Some trees may look pretty, but won’t do well in this climate or 
may be diffi cult to take care of. Planting trees that are native to 
our area is best. Trees indigenous to Northeast Ohio include:

• Black Oak
• Bur Oak
• Black Locust
• Black Birch
• Yellow Birch

To learn more about trees in Ohio, visit ohiodnr.gov

Spirituality and Stress
Is spirituality the same as religious worship?  Spirituality 
has a lot to do with your personal value system and how 
your values infl uence your everyday life.  Spirituality may 
or may not include a church family.  Yes, many people 
fi nd spirituality in religious ceremonies, prayer and 
meditation.  Others fi nd that they are more connected 
spiritually to the arts, music or nature.  And still others 
fi nd spirituality in many things.  Spirituality is different 
for everyone.  And remember that God can do his/her 
wondrous works through anything. Spirituality begins 
with you, your relationships with others, and your sense 
of purpose in life.

Defi ning Your Spirituality. The following questions 
may help you discover what experiences and values are 
important to you:

• What are your important relationships?
• Where have you found comfort?
• What gives you hope and what brings you joy?
• What are your three most memorable experiences?
• If you have survived losses in life, how have you done 

so?
• What do you believe will happen to you when your 

physical life ends, and how do you feel about that?
• Describe a time when you felt comfortable and all was 

right with the world.
• Describe a time when your life was fi lled with a sense of 

meaning or you were fi lled with a sense of awe.

This is a lot to think about, isn’t it?  Your concept of 
spirituality may change with your age and life experience.  
Your spirituality forms the basis of your well-being; it 
helps you maintain a reasonable stress level; and it affi rms 
your purpose in life.  

• Your spirituality helps you feel like you have a purpose 
in this world.  

• Your spirituality helps you realize that you part of a 
greater whole – you don’t have to be responsible for 
things beyond your control. 

• Sharing your spirituality with others builds relationships.  
For Example:  church groups, exercise groups, a walk 
with a friend.   

• When you are spiritually connected you are better able 
to handle stress and recuperate from illness quicker.

Submitted by Judy Young, Parish Nurse, RN, BSN
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Feeding Hope
Why We Do What We Do

The Tuesday Food Pantry distribution had closed for the 
day. A young woman approached volunteer Sara Watkins, 
who was on her way out, asking if there was still any help 
available. 

Sara said “of course” and the remaining team members 
sprang into action. Terri Cook registered her in PantryTrac 
so we know who has been served and they began to talk. 

Linda Houghton and Terri visited with our new friend 
and learned that she had just escaped from an abusive 
relationship, she has a small place and has a 17-year old 
disabled son. He is the primary reason, she said, why she 
needed to get out. She has nothing in her new place.

Meanwhile, Chip, Sanda, Ann, and Curtice who were all 
still at the Pantry, collected pre-packed bags of groceries 
(thanks to the efforts of our Monday evening crew), 
fresh Feed My Sheep Garden produce and fruit that still 
remained, a few dishes/silverware and personal hygiene & 
laundry products.

Our young guest is in tears at this point, overwhelmed by 
the generosity. As we are loading the groceries into her car, 
we hear her take a phone call from her son, “Yes, I know, 
but I am getting some food right now.”

But she needs some gasoline. So Terri visits with staff 
members Janis Worley and Pastor Nanette who give her 
the church’s credit card and Terri goes with the young 
mother to put gas in the tank.

This, my friends, is why it is called the Feeding Hope Food 
Pantry. And it’s a total team effort. 

If you would care to volunteer for this important and 
rewarding ministry – and there are lots of options to get 
involved – email food.pantry@akronfcc.org or call the 
church offi ce.

Submitted by Larry Becker

About the Food Pantry
The food pantry is open every Tuesday morning from 

9:30am to 10:30am. Anyone in need can come once per 

month, just bring an ID. The pantry offers a wide variety of 

fresh and shelf-stable food including meat, fresh veggies, 

dairy, and canned goods.
Volunteers are always welcome. There are two 
opportunities to volunteer with the food pantry. Monday 
evenings at 5:30, volunteers pre-bag groceries to facilitate 
distribution. Tuesday mornings from 9:30am to 10:30am, 
volunteers distribute food to those who come. If you’d 
like more information, have any questions, or would like 
to volunteer, contact the food pantry at food.pantry@
akronfcc.org.
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Capital Improvement Update
In addition to ongoing routine repair and maintenance 
(some pictured to the right), the Buildings & Grounds 
Board and First Church facility staff have been hard at 
work to get the capital improvment projects underway. 
Earlier in 2021, the Governing Board approved several 
large capital improvement projects to repair and improve 
areas of the church. Here is a quick status update on where 
the projects currently stand:

Fellowship Hall/Upper Room Air Conditioning Repair – 
The new compressor units and accompanying ductwork 
have been installed. The needed new fencing has been 
installed around the compressor units. The fan coil, a 
custom-made piece that is critical to the operation of 
these units, was ordered in the spring and has still not yet 
arrived due to COVID-related delays at the manufacturer.

Main Offi ce Flooring Update – The new fl ooring has 
been installed and looks fabulous! While the offi ces were 
emptied for the fl ooring installation, the staff took the 
opportunity to repaint the main offi ce area and copy 
room, and to re-organize the copy room area to make it 
more useful and effi cient. Stop in to take a look!

Chapel Vestibule Doors Repair and Replacement – Doors 
have been ordered, but delivery is behind due to COVID-
related manufacturing delays.

Renovation of Main Hallway Restrooms for ADA 
Compliance, and creation of ADA Compliant Garden 
Entrance Door – These two projects have been combined 
into one as they both impact the same walls, hallway and 
offi ce space in the building. The construction contract has 
been awarded, and the fi nal architectural drawings are 
being created. Once the drawings are approved, there will 
be a 6-8 week delay as we wait for permit approval, after 
which construction can begin.

Creation of a First Church Memorial Garden – Ground 
was broken on June 23rd for the Memorial Garden wall! 
Building the wall and adjacent water feature is anticipated 
to take two weeks. 

We are excited to see these important projects move 
forward, and we will continue to give you project updates 
as they occur. 

Feel free to reach out to Janis Worley at janis.worley@
akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 x111, or Russ Gaippe at 
russ.gaippe@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 x115 with any 
questions. 

Projects pictured left, from top: a new pathway for access to the 
Feed My Sheep Garden, staff add vinyl decals to decorate the 
Music Room, ground is broken for the Memorial Garden and 
the foundation stones are laid, renovated historic stained glass 
windows are painstakingly remounted in their original casings on 
the fourth fl oor above the Upper Room.
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Be Safe this Summer!
Summertime brings all sorts of outdoor adventures, 
but injuries, falls, sunburn and more can also be on the 
list if you aren’t careful. When it comes to dealing with 
unexpected ailments and injuries, it’s hard to beat the 
American Red Cross First Aid phone app. The app is free 
and easy to download on a smartphone. The top section 
of its app lets you browse through emergency categories, 
where you can get quick treatment options for everything 
from sun stroke to stings and bites. Click on a condition, 
and a numbered list gives you tips for best handling your 
situation. When the condition is serious enough, a button 
appears that will automatically prep your phone to dial 
911. The app’s “Hospital” option is also particularly helpful, 
as it gives you a list of the nearest medical facilities. You 
can tap on a link to call them or pull them up on a map. Be 
safe this summer!

BraVo! Returns
A FIRST CHURCH PARTNERSHIP WITH UDS

In October of 2019, First Church partnered with United 
Disability Services and their BraVo! volunteer program. 
BraVo!, which stands for Building Relationships and 
Volunteer Opportunities, provides individuals served by 
UDS with the opportunity to explore their community, 
further develop social skills, and gain a sense of 
independence and accomplishment.

This partnership was cut short at the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. We have been in touch with the program since 
then and they are excited to return to First Church on July 
7! BraVo! participants will be here throughout the week 
from then on to help with various ongoing projects and 
ministries. The building will also serve as a home-base for 
the group, which will periodically venture out into the 
community for other opportunities.

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives

Over the years, First Church has published many recipe 
books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the archive 
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

Cocktail Quiche
Submitted by Phyllis Berry

Mix until blended:
1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 eggs, beaten
2 tablespoons fl our
1/2 cup milk

Add:
1 (7.5oz) can drained crab meat
1 (8oz) package swiss cheese, diced
1/2 cup sliced green onions
1 (4oz) can mushroom pieces

Pour into pastry-lined 9-inch pie plate

Bake at 350F for 40-45 minutes

Serve and enjoy!

Mission of the Month
Our Mission of the Month for the month of July is South 
Street Ministries (SSM) located in urban Akron.

SSM is committed to the physical, socio-economic, and 
spiritual well-being of this neighborhood. SSM reaches 
across racial, economic, cultural and religious barriers for 
the enrichment of the community to offer programming 
and support.

Our Mission of the Month for the month of August is 
Stewart’s Caring Place: Cancer Wellness Center.

This organization annually services 1,600 individuals 
across 15 Ohio counties by providing supportive services 
and programs to those touched by cancer at no cost.

Each month, through our Mission of the Month, members 
and friends are invited to learn more about the mission 
of a local non-profi t organization whose goals align with 
First Church’s and who extend our ministry through 
partnership. Your designated donations are added to 
the allocated Mission of the Month award of $600 to 
support the important work of these organizations. Please 
consider mailing a donation with ‘Mission of the Month’ in 
the memo line or donating online (donations received in 
July will go to SSM, and donations received in August will 
go to Stewart’s Caring Place).



10  •  July/August 2021  •  Number 5  •  CHRONICLE  •  FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON  •  WWW. AKRONFCC.ORG

Passing the Plate
COVID made the whole world aware of how easy it is to 
pass germs, so we no longer pass the plate during worship 
services. But that doesn’t mean we no longer need your 
fi nancial support! 

Those attending in-person can now place their gift in the 
donation boxes placed next to the exit doors. If you would 
prefer not to use the box, or if you are not attending in-
person, you are welcome to send a check to the church 
(292 E Market Street, Akron, OH 44308), or you can try our 
online donation system!

Visit our donation page on our website at www.akronfcc.
org/donate and click on the large, blue “Online Giving” 
button. You can then input the amount of your donation, 
the fund you would like to support (Pledge, General 
Operating, Minister’s Discretionary Fund, Mission of 
the Month, Music, Prayer Blanket, Food Pantry, PB&J, 
Memorial or Endowment), and then you fi nish by entering 
your contact information and your credit/debit card or 
bank account information. It really is that easy!

One nice feature of our donation page is that you can set 
your donation to occur each month on the same date. 
This is called a “recurring donation”, and it makes giving a 
breeze. Just select the “Recurring Donation” button and it 
will ask how frequently you would like to give (weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually), and which day of 
the month you would like that donation to occur. That’s 
it – just two extra questions that will save you time in the 
months ahead, and give you the security of knowing that 
First Church is receiving your support.

If you have any questions, or would like assistance in 
creating a recurring donation, our Finance and Operations 
Manager Janis Worley would be happy to help you. Reach 
her directly at janis.worley@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 
x111.

Help us to continue to support you and our community by 
sending in your contributions today. And save time and a 
stamp – create a recurring donation!

Save & Donate Your Old T-Shirts
Ann Snyder is requesting donations of old T-shirts which 
she turns into purses and bags in an innovative up-cycling 
project. Please save yours and drop them off at the church 
offi ce Mon-Thurs 9am-5:30pm and Fri 9am-4:30pm.

Governing Board Meetings
The Governing Board meets on the last Monday of every 
month on Zoom. General board meetings may be attended 
by any First Church community member. If you would like 
to attend, please contact Moderator Jim Gartner and Alex 
Morris at alex.morris@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 x112.
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In Our Prayers
Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person, we 
offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer. In our 
First Church community, we pray for 

Karen F., Elizabeth V, Patti N., Mildred A., Chris B., Bill F., 
Karen F., Barbara H., Linda H., Callahan H., Joan L., Michael 
L., Judy M., Patty N., Nanette P., Margaret P., Barbara S., Betty 
S., Rick T., and Art W.

If you have any questions about those listed or would like a 
name added to our prayer list, please email Acting Associate 
Minister Bobby Burtt at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.

In Sympathy
We offer our heartfelt condolences to the Mills family – Judy 
and David – who lost husband and father, Chuck, on Tuesday, 
June 15, 2021. A funeral was held at First Church on Friday, 
June 25. Rev. Nanette offi ciated.

In Gratitude
First Church Family,

Thank you for everything you do! Thank you for all the 
support during the delivery of my son. Hudson is doing great 
and I’m healing also. The fl owers were gorgeous. Hope to see 
everyone soon!

Katie, Joe, Cailey, and Baby Hudson

Dear First Church,

I was pleasantly surprised to be the recipient of a gorgeous 
bouquet of outstanding fl owers. Thank you very much. They 
were the “hit” of the fl oor and I probably could have made 
money by letting anyone get a sniff. Agian, thank you. Made 
my day.

Sandy DiMascio

An Update from Rev. Antigoné
In early June, Antigoné joined seven other Chaplain 
residents at Brooke Army Medical Center at Fort Sam in 
Houston, TX, for a year-long 
Clinical Pastoral Education 
Residency Program. Despite 
orders that arrived late, 
leaving little room for 
arrangements, Antigoné 
was able to drive out to San 
Antonio and secure a studio 
apartment close to the 
hospital with her cat, Drake.

After her fi rst day, Antigoné 
wrote: “Today was our fi rst 
offi cial day and it was mostly 
just getting in-processed 
with the various sections in 
the hospital and command 
that the Chaplain residents 
fall under. It’s kind of surreal to be back in uniform but in 
such an incredibly large hospital run by both military and 
civilian personnel. It’s gonna be a wild ride!”

Now a few weeks in, Antigoné is connecting well with her 
Army cohort and even a few Chaplains in the Air Force 
cohort. She is looking forward to her wife, Rachel’s, fi rst 
visit in July.

Feel free to drop off a card of encouragement for Antigoné 
at the church offi ce to be added to our regular mail to her.

Chronicle Submission Deadline
To submit information for the September  edition of the 
Chronicle newsletter, please email communications@
akronfcc.org. The deadline for the September 2021 issue 
is Monday, August 16.

     Get Social
First Church is on social media! You can follow 
us on Instagram (@fi rstchurchakron) or Twitter 
(@1stChurchAkron) or on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron). Be sure to check out our posts about special 
events, announcements and more! 

Join Us Online on YouTube
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292 East Market St.
Akron, OH 44308 

Rooted in Christ • Fostering Justice • Celebrating Diversit y

Join Us For In-Person Worship!
Connected & Connecting Online
Sunday Worship Services
JOIN WORSHIP FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!

Celebrate Worship at 9am and Festival Worship at 11am 
on Sundays – join us in-person. Register to attend at 
https://www.akronfcc.org/together-2021/ or watch live at 
https://bit.ly/First-Church-YouTube

See page 3 for more information about services.
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