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Dear Beloved,

Poet Larry Eigner uses the image of “the billows of August.” 
We have been blessed these last few months, after the 
tentative spring weather and the cloister of the pandemic 
receded, with a warm and wonderful summer!

I hope that yours “billowed,” unfolding blessings and 
plenty of relaxation in the company of loved ones.

Now we have the prospect of cooler days ahead. As already 
our mornings and evenings are more shadowed each 
week, we anticipate the arrival of autumn’s reprieve.

Our children are back to school and with the program 
year and cooler weather coming, many of us may be 
anticipating a more complete return to “life as normal.”

Yet, others of us may be staving off all of our pre-pandemic 
modalities out of concern for vaccination, complicated 
health realities, and vulnerability to COVID and its Delta 
variant that continues to plague so many.

Into the midst of this complicated reality, First Church 
continues to “share Christ’s light and welcoming, open and 
loving message with all people.” We are welcoming more 
visitors than ever before as those who joined us online 
during the pandemic have the opportunity to worship in 
person and as new seekers explore affi liation. 

Individually and as a society, the pandemic is spurring 

us to evaluate our lives and our priorities. Spurring us to 

release some things and to embrace others. I believe this 

is a gift; a moment when, if we allow it, God can inform 

and strengthen our faith practices and our life’s focus 

and purpose. In every trying time in life there is this 

opportunity. It can feel overwhelming and scary when we 

are on our own. When we draw close to community, it can 

be empowering and inspiring. I hope that you will draw on 

your affi liation with First Church during this time, setting 

your sights on Jesus and trusting God for the path ahead...

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at 

the right hand of the throne of God. ~ Hebrews 12:1-2

Blessings,
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I checked the mail today and wanted 
you to know that I received the 
package of cards! It was a joy to read 
all of the cards that were sent and 
brought a HUGE smile to my face. 
Thank you to all for thinking of me!

I am just a few weeks away from the 
end of my fi rst unit of CPE at Brooke 
Army Medical Center (BAMC) and am 
enjoying every bit of it! 

I have built a good rapport with my 
fellow CPE Resident Chaplains, as well as with many of 
the medical staff on my assigned wards. For unit two, I will 
be assigned to the Emergency Department, which means 
that all of my clinical hours will be spent on Trauma Duty. 
While I am nervous about this new assignment, I am also 
excited for what I will learn and the opportunities that I 
will have to offer pastoral care to both the patients, their 
families, and the medical staff. 

As I prepare for what this next unit of the program will 
bring, my wife, Rachel, is also preparing for what comes 
next as 2L law student and is currently participating in law 
school’s trial team “boot camp.” As we remain apart, we 
would appreciate the church’s continued prayers as we 
continue to pray for the church. 

Please know that I miss you all dearly and think of you 
often!

Rev. Antigone Pearson, Associate Minister

During the month of September, we are collecting items 
for a care package for Antigone. In the meantime, we’ll 
continue to send off the cards you drop off at the church 
offi ce so feel free to do that anytime but consider also 
dropping off a special care note (consider including a 
photo from your summer and an update about your 
family) or an item (if food, she prefers healthy snacks) to 
be added to the care package. You’re welcome to add your 
name to an item or even individually  wrap it, if you like. 
All of the donated care package items will be boxed and 
shipped to Antigone at the end of September so please 
drop off your items off no later than September 30, 2021.

As autumn approaches, we continue to evaluate the 
possibility of the Chancel Choir returning. Currently, our 
Governing Board recommends we continue to follow the 
CDC Guidelines. Masks are required for all people in the 
church and physical distancing is encouraged. This limits 
our ability to rehearse the choir as a whole. For a large 
group in the Meetinghouse choir loft, physical distancing 
would be a must and that presents ensemble diffi culties. 

Consequently, the quartet will resume their role on 
Community Celebration Sunday. Pastor Nanette and I 
have some ideas for incorporating those of you who are 
eager and willing to return, to sing with the quartet in a 
small ensemble of 6-8 people. We can coordinate different 
ensembles for different weeks, so that there is room and 
opportunity for all. Details still need to be fi nalized, but 
rehearsals would be involved on select Sundays for the 
small ensemble preparing to participate in worship. Please 
contact me if you are interested and we can talk more. You 
do not need to have been a part of the Chancel Choir in 
the past in order to participate. All singers are welcome! 
You can email me at julie.lehman@akronfcc.org. 

Julie Lehman, Choir Director and Organist

First Church is on social media! You can follow us on 
Twitter (@1stChurchAkron) or on Facebook and Instagram 
(FirstChurchAkron). Be sure to check out our posts about 
special events, announcements, and more! 
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Our annual Community Celebration Sunday will be held 
on September 12, 2021. Join us in person for one combined 
worship service at 11am followed our Annual Meeting and 
Ice Cream Social. 

As always, you can join worship online on our YouTube 
channel. The Annual Meeting will also be available online. 
To attend via Zoom, please register at https://bit.ly/Annual-
Meeting-2021. Online voting will be available.

More information, including the materials for the 
meeting, can be found at https://www.akronfcc.org/
Ann-Meet-2021. If you are a member of the church but 
are unable to attend either in person or via Zoom, please 
contact Alex Morris, alex.morris@akronfcc.org, for an 
absentee ballot. Absentee ballots must be received by 11am 
on September 12.

During the vast majority of 2020 and the fi rst half of 
2021, we worshipped virtually between Zoom for the 
9am Celebrate Worship and prerecorded services for the 
11am Festival Worship. Even during this time, we were 
able to stay connected to one another! We have even been 
fortunate enough, amid the chaos and uncertainty of 
the times, to attract a number of new faces to our virtual 
worship: people who have never set foot in our physical 
space, people we didn’t meet until we regathered in-
person, and people we have yet to meet! It’s a new era of 
worship and we hope you will continue to join us however 
you are able.

If you haven’t already, please join us for in-person worship 
each Sunday in the Meetinghouse at 9am or 11am to 
meet these newcomers and to catch up with longtime 
friends. Remember, you no longer need to register. To 
join remotely, visit our YouTube channel. No account is 
necessary, just visit https://bit.ly/First-Church-YouTube to 
watch worship live or at a later time. The Season of Creation is the annual Christian celebration 

of prayer and action for our common home. Together, the 
ecumenical family around the world unites to pray and 
protect God’s creation. 

During the 2021 Season of Creation, from September 
through October 4, thousands of Christians on six 
continents get together for a time of restoration and hope, 
a jubilee for our Earth, and to discover radically new ways 
of living with creation.

Join us during this year’s Season of Creation for special 
worship services and other activities to deepen and extend 
our understanding of the oikos of God! Oikos is the Greek 
word for “home.” Our theme celebrates the integral web 
of relationships that sustain the wellbeing of the Earth.

Visit www.seasonofcreation.org to learn more and 
download the introductory materials today.
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Time with Tots is a time of community and fellowship 
for our parents and children ages 1 through Pre-K where 
we meet and enjoy time doing activities and playing 
sometimes with snacks and refreshments. Older siblings 
are always welcome to attend as well. Our next time 
together will be September 18 – more details to come!

If you have any thoughts or questions about our next 
meeting, please contact Bobby at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.
org or 330.780.8122.

Sole Searching has had some really great hikes over the 
course of the summer, and we aren’t done yet! In fact, we 
have more hikes coming up this month and more Metro 
Parks to see. So, if you are a young adult and you often 
fi nd yourself looking for something to do on a Saturday 
morning you should consider meeting up with us and 
taking a hike. We meet around 10am, and usually hike for 
no more than an hour. If you are really feeling fun, we 
might even consider heading to brunch after for some 
group bonding time. This month we will be meeting:

September 11: Munroe Falls Metro Park, Lake Area
521 S River Rd
Munroe Falls, OH 44262

September 25: Furnace Run Metro Park, Brushwood Area 
4955 Townsend Rd
Richfi eld, OH 44286

Can’t wait to see you there!

One of the things that is great about Congregational 
churches are all of the great cooks and the amazing potluck 
dinners! With fl u season approaching and COVID rearing 
its nasty head all over again, one way that we can continue 
the tradition of eating good food together is by creating a 
new edition of a community cookbook. If you would be 
interested in joining Bobby in collecting and curating a 
cookbook you can email him at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org
or call/text him at 330.780.8122. 

The fi rst meeting will beheld on Zoom on September 9, 
2021 at 5:30 pm and last for approximately one hour. 

If you aren’t interested in helping to create the book 
itself, we will need lots of recipe submissions, so get out 
the recipe box and make sure your favorite recipes are 
included for all to have!

The September gathering of Contem-PAINT has been 
cancelled due to facilitator, Amber Cullen’s, wedding - 
our warmest congratulations to Amber and Jamie Keaton! 
Amber will continue to lead sessions of Contem-PAINT 
again beginning Sunday, October 3. The group will meet in 
the Art Room on the second fl oor Education Wing at 4pm. 
Following months’ meetings will take place on the fi rst 
Sunday of the month. If you’d like to participate, contact 
Amber at ambercullenart@gmail.com. All are welcome - 
no prior experience or artistic skill is necessary.

On the second and fourth 
Sundays of the month, 
from 6-7pm, members of 
the LGBTQ+ community 
come together online 
to explore Christianity 
and the possibility of 

understanding faith in new ways as we reclaim and 
explore our faith journeys. Join us as we rethink God’s 
love toward LGBTQ+ Christians! If you would like to join 
the group this month, please register at https://bit.ly/
ComingOutChristian. 

Twice per month, the prayer blanket ministry meets to 
craft blankets and squares that are given to anyone in need 
of their comfort. If you or someone you know is in need 
of a prayer blanket, please contact Bobby, bobby.burtt@
akronfcc.org. Blankets can be picked up from the church 
for free, or mailed if you pay for the shipping. If you would 
like to be a part of this ministry and the creation of the 
blankets, contact Deborah Anderson, deborah_anders@
yahoo.com.
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This year, like every other since it’s inauguration (except 
for last year due to the pandemic), First Church sponsored 
Akron’s Pride Festival and Equity March.

This year the event was held downtown and the hours 
extended into the evening. Our thanks to all of the 
members and friends who volunteered and who stopped 
by to say “hi!” Even Akron’s Mayor Dan Horrigan paid us a 
visit! Here are some of the other highlights from the day!
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The growing season is in full bloom in the Feed My Sheep 
Garden. As I have said several times already, Mother 
Nature is outdoing herself this year! The combination 
of warm weather and adequate rainfall, as well as the 
hard work and patience of the garden crew, is yielding 
bountiful harvests already. Currently we are growing 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, okra, green beans, collard 
greens, kale, melons, squash, cucumbers, turnips, beets, 
carrots, radish, and onions, to name a few. This produce 
is distributed weekly at the Feeding Hope Food Pantry and 
the Summit Lake Neighborhood Farmers’ Market. 

Special shout out to our volunteers! Linda Sayre and 
Paula Speight have been essential in getting the harvest 
processed and distributed through the Food Pantry on 
Tuesday mornings. Judy Nicely generously donates her 
time and expertise to seeding, weeding, pruning, and 
generally keeping the garden healthy and looking great. 
UDS BraVo! volunteers have excelled at a variety of new 
tasks, such as mulching landscaping beds, harvesting 
green beans, and weeding. A big thanks to all who support 
the Feed My Sheep Garden - we grow in community!

If you are interested in getting involved with the 
garden, please get in touch with me via email at sam@
letsgrowakron.org. We have volunteer opportunities for 
any schedule and any skill level. 

Submitted by Sam Phillips, Garden Manager

Our September Mission of the Month is Good Neighbors. 
The purpose of Good Neighbors is to help families and 
individuals in times of crisis and need with clothing, 
emergency food and support.

Since 1957, Good Neighbors has been helping families and 
individuals in the community. Laura McClure and Frances 
Watson started collecting clothing in their basements to 
help those in need. Good Neighbors has grown from the 
basements of these two caring women to sixteen centers. 
Currently, their volunteer-run organization operates six 
locations throughout the community.

Good Neighbors emphasizes the person to person 
approach believing that the people they help need the 
personal interaction of their caring volunteers rather than 
an impersonal hand out.

Each month, through our Mission of the Month, members 
and friends are invited to learn more about the mission 
of a local non-profi t organization whose goals align with 
First Church’s and who extend our ministry through 
partnership. Your designated donations are added to 
the allocated Mission of the Month award of $600 to 
support the important work of these organizations. Please 
consider mailing a donation with ‘Mission of the Month’ in 
the memo line or donating online (donations received in 
September will go to Good Neighbors).

A new initiative by First Church friends, Cindy and Nick 
Browning, Grace House will become a reality for Akron 
with its groundbreaking for a downtown facility on 
September 15. 

The mission of Grace House 
Akron is to provide a loving 
home for indigent, homeless, 
and abandoned individuals 
at the end of life. The home 
provides safe shelter, care 
with compassion and a nurturing environment for 
individuals with terminal illnesses. Residents will be 
ushered through the end of life with dignity and peace, 
receiving 24/7 comfort care and support and all basic 
needs from staff and specially trained volunteers. Hospice 
partners will provide residents with medical management 
and quality end-of-life-care services. All Grace House 
services are free-of-charge, allowing individuals to pass 
peacefully without fi nancial barriers for care.

If you would like to learn more about this organization, 
visit their website, https://www.gracehouseakron.org, 
or speak with either Pastor Nanette or Finance and 
Operations Manager Janis Worley both of whom serve on 
the board for Grace House Akron.
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Life during the pandemic has been taxing on everyone 
but it has been especially hard on families with children 
and youth. Schools suddenly went online, babysitters 
and daycares could no longer operate, and on top of it all 
parents had to work from home and be teachers too! In 
the midst of realizing how stressed and overworked you 
were, you may also have realized how important time 
with your family was. The good news is that you haven’t 
been alone. Through all the change and transitions, your 
church family has been, and continues to be, here for your 
family offering support, encouragement, and care.

As schools resume in person this fall, I hope you are 
wondering - what is new and what is next for Youth and 
Family Ministries at First Church? 

We have lots of ideas! Many of which came from all you’ve 
shared both with me and with Rev. Antigone and Pastor 
Nanette over the years. Here are my next steps, as we build 
up to being able to implement some of these great ideas:

1. I have been overjoyed to meet with First Church’s 
families with children. As the year continues I hope to 
have more meals, both with families I haven’t before 
and with ones I have. Ministry starts with trust. As 
parents you need to be able to trust me, and your 
children need to grow to trust me as well in order to  
want to be a part of the First Church ministry space.

2. As we move forward, I want to cultivate a sense of 
partnership in ministry. What this means is that while 
I will offer pastoral guidance to our Faith Formation 
ministry for our families with children and youth, we 
will need everyone to invest. This doesn’t necessarily 
mean being in a classroom or youth room (although 
we do need volunteers!), but it does mean that we will 
need to share the load and show up to support one 
another, to encourage and create something together.

3. Using our new GROW curriculum, I will be providing 
resources and tools to help you and your family 
continue to grow in discipleship at home. Resources 
will include things like memory verses that you 
and your kids can do together paired with a craft or 
conversation guides and games you can play together 
that will help you grow in your faith. Some will even 
be shared here in the Chronicle. All will be available 
online for you to print at home.

My hope is to be able to share and build an exciting ministry 
with all of you and to partner with you as we GROW a Faith 
Formation program that is rich and touches the lives of 
many. Please reach out to me if you would like to schedule 
a meal or ice cream appointment, and keep your eye out 
for upcoming events and resources.

In Peace,

Bobby Burtt, Acting Associate Minister
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I recently decided to review my estate plans, and knowing 
that I’m pretty well organized I didn’t expect to see much 
that needed handling. But it didn’t take long to see that 
I was not right in my assumption, and I’m glad I took 
the time to review it. For example, my life insurance 
company has changed names once again, following the 
name change about 5 years ago, and the one before that. 
I know all about the company name changes, but would 
my executor? Same with my mortgage, that company 
has changed names too, and will likely again. When my 
estate attorney asked for a list of accounts and holdings, 
showing the benefi ciaries designated on each, I was 
embarrassed to realize that a few accounts, such as my 
basic checking account, did not have any designations 
for after my death. Some types of accounts, such as IRA’s 
and life insurance, have benefi ciaries, other accounts, 
such as bank or investment accounts, have what is known 
as a TOD (transfer on death) designation. Do all of your 
accounts have a designated recipient?

If you do not have a will or estate plan, I urge you to make 
the time to put one together. Go to freewill.com and draw 
up a will in a few minutes, for free. Collect paperwork that 
identifi es all your fi nancial holdings – savings, checking and 
investment accounts, IRA’s, 401k’s, life insurance policies, 
and pensions. Find the documents that identify the things 
you own and/or owe money on – house, car, boat, student 

loans, credit cards or lines of credit. Make sure everything 
is clearly marked with the account name and number, and 
keep a list of usernames and passwords to access the data. 
Then call or email your banks or mortgage companies and 
ask if the account has a benefi ciary on fi le, and if not, start 
the process. Put all these papers together in a safe place, 
and make sure that at least one or two others know where 
to fi nd them. And don’t forget – if you want to show your 
appreciation to a person or organization after your death 
with part of your estate, be sure to recognize them in 
your will. A judge won’t know what you want – so make 
sure you have it in writing! If you would like to learn more 
about estate plans and how to recognize First Church in 
yours, please contact me at janis.worley@akronfcc.org or 
330.253.5109 x111.

Submitted by Janis Worley, Finance and Operations Manager
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The ADA Restroom and Garden Hallway Entrance 
Renovation will begin on September 7. 

Members of the church were invited to an open meeting 
on Wednesday, August 18, in Fellowship Hall and online 
to hear more about the project from Metis Construction. 
Architect Paul Romanic walked attendees through the 
propsed design that will convert the two current main 
hallway restrooms into four separate rooms while 
maintaining the current number of four toilets and one 
urinal. Two of the anticipated restrooms will be fully ADA 
accessible and will also be fi tted with changing tables 
to accommodate families. Additionally, Paul explained 
the extension of the current hallway outside the Music 
Rehearsal Room and the anticipated glass door exit 
and walkway into the garden. The meeting wrapped up 
with a time of questions and answers, and then those in 
attendance weighed in on  fl ooring and wall tile samples, 
making a fi nal selection.

Together with Facility and Maintenance Coordinator, Russ 
Gaippe, a small group of members will continue to track 
the progress of the project throughout demolition and 
construction, making additional decisions or bringing 
them to the wider body. Thank you to Jake Cook (B&G 
Chairperson), Jim Gartner (Moderator), Beth Robertson 
(Stewardship & Finance Board rep), Sarah Vradenburg 
(Stewardship & Finance Board rep), Denny Conrad 
(Stewardship & Finance Board rep.), Pastor Nanette, and 
Janis Worley for putting time into this endeavor.

Consider donating a fresh bouquet of fl owers for our 
Sunday Worship services. This ministry has fallen by 
the wayside during the pandemic, and we’re hopeful 
that it can be rekindled and continue to liven up our 
Meetinghouse during worship, as well as the lives of those 
they are delivered to after worship has ended. To donate, 
fi ll out the form below and return to Alex Morris in the 
offi ce. Arrangements are $50 and you can donate them in 
honor or in memory of any person or event you would like 
to commemorate. You may also decide to take the fl owers 
with you after worship has ended, or allow our care team 
to deliver them to someone who’s day could be just a little 
bit brighter!

Worship Flower Order Form
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Read on for ideas on reusable items to add to your routine.

Single-use napkins and paper towels are multi-purpose 
tools, having nearly an unlimited amount of uses. But 
they’re costing you money, especially paper towels. 
Replace disposable napkins for a set of washable, fabric 
napkins, and keep a stack of old towels and rags available 
for cleaning up spills and other general purposes.

You may already have a stash of reusable grocery bags; 
they just seem to appear. If you don’t have any, you still 
have options. Keep a clothes basket in the back of your car, 
forgo the bags at checkout, and load of the baskets when 
you get to your car, for example. If you already have a stash 
of plastic bags, you can take those with you to the store as 
well! You could also use them as trashcan liners or to pick 
up after your dog.

You may already reuse gift bags and maybe even wrapping 
paper (if you can be patient enough to unwrap your gifts 
carefully). But when it comes to things like birthdays and 
Christmas (because it’s defi nitely awkward to ask for your 
gift wrap back on other occasions), you can easily make a 
set of reusable gift wrappings. Look online for resources 
on how to make a drawstring bag or a fancy way to fold 
and tie a piece of cloth around a gift. Just fi nd patterned 
cloth that fi ts the occasion!

Single-use water bottles are convenient and so are the 
disposable cups you get from Starbucks or any gas station. 
Did you know, though, that if you make the effort to take 
a reusable bottle or mug with you, you can often get a 
discount? If you don’t want to fi ll up at home, some gas 
stations will even let you fi ll up any container with ice and 
water for free, and almost all offer some sort of discount 
on coffee, saving the planet and your money at the same 
time!

Have you ever found yourself in need of a new piece of 
furniture? Of course you have. And it’s always tempting 
to head to Walmart, or maybe Ikea, and get a reasonably 
priced piece of furniture that looks good (but will probably 
fall apart pretty soon). For a fraction of the price, you could 
get a sturdy piece of furniture that looks good, and will 
last for a long time. You may need to do some shopping 
around, but it will be worth it when you remember that 
you are preventing that piece of furniture from going to 
waste.

First Church has a Member in Discernment Support 
Team that, together with Pastor Nanette, walks alongside 
members who are discerning a call to authorized Christian 
ministry. This might be chaplaincy or parish ministry, 
licensure or ordination. It may be with the United Church 
of Christ or another denomination or authorizing body.

This group has supported Rev. Antigone, Tiffany Thorne, 
Brenda Waddell, and has now begun to walk with Bobby 
Burtt, our Acting Associate Minister who is a Member in 
Discernment with our Living Water Association of the Ohio 
Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ.

Bobby Burtt’s process began on September 2018. He shares: 
“The most recent step in my process was a Wisdom Circle 
meeting on July 21, with my mentor, Rev. Brent Gundlah, 
advisor Rev. Allen Kahler, Associate General Minister Rev. 
Nayiri Karjian, and Judy Young, who represented First 
Church’s Discernment Team. The Wisdom Circle discussed 
my current level of education, named some growing edges 
that I needed to work on, and set in place what will become 
my Plan of Formation. My Plan of Formation includes 
some tasks that all candidates must complete, as well as a 
few more courses that I need to take to add to my Masters 
in Christian Leadership, in light of my call to ordinated 
ministry in a parish setting.” 

Regarding his next steps, Bobby explained: “With the 
desire to be approved for ordination by late Spring of 
2022, my Plan of Formation goes into effect immediately. 
In fact, two of the courses I need to complete start this 
month. One of them is a class, United Church of Christ 
(UCC) History and Polity, and the other is Clinical Pastoral 
Experience, a supervised learning experience. In the 
history and polity class I will learn about the roots and 
background of the UCC, the Congregational structures 
that guide denomination and its churches, as well as 
refl ect on how I fi t into the larger story of the UCC. The 
Clinical Pastoral Experience, which I will take through the 
Cleveland Clinic, Akron General, helps participants hone 
our skills in chaplaincy while also helping us explore who 
we are so that we don’t unintentionally get in our own 
way while offering pastoral care. While this experience 
includes some learning in a group setting, the bulk of the 
time is spent working clinical rotation hours as a chaplain 
in the hospital and then refl ecting on this experience in 
one-on-one sessions with a supervisor so that we can apply 
the skills and knowledge we are learning, hands-on.”

“The discernment process can be incredibly hard at times,” 
Bobby shared in conclusion, “but I am so happy that I get 
to share it with you. I am learning so much in my time 
here at First Church, and I am so thankful for all the care 
and love that is being shown to me. Thank you for walking 
with me, and for allowing me to walk with you.”



September 2021  •  Number 6  •  CHRONICLE  •  FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON  •  WWW. AKRONFCC.ORG  •  13  

Mitzvah day brings together members of area congregations to 
help the community in a multitude of ways. Meals are prepared 
for the hungry, clothes are given to the homeless, our elderly 
are visited in their homes, and the youngest of us are enriched. 
Judaism teaches tikkun olam, which means to repair the world, and 
Mitzvah Day gives us all a chance to better the world through our 
community.

First Church has been participating in Mitzvah day since 2002. 
While we’re not hosting any projects this year, we all have the 
opportunity to actively participate and we hope that you will 
consider joining a project. This year’s projects include:

Akron-Canton Foodbank, Battered Woman’s Shelter, Community 
Garden, Habitat for Humanity, Nazareth Housing, Angels in 
Blue Jeans, Brown Bag Lunch at Haven of Rest, NAMI, Open M, 
Hospice, Project Linus, Safe Landing for Girls & Boys, Masks for 
COVID, Richfi eld Heritage Preserve, Ronald McDonald House, 
Tikkun Village, Youth Project, and a Potluck Dinner at the end for 
all participants!

For more information on these projects, and to learn how you 
can get involved, visit www.mitzvahdayakron.com  or speak with 
Elizabeth Fesler.

Stay tuned for more information about faith enrichment 
opportunities for adults at First Church this fall.

First Church has a robust and rich practice of gathering 
for conversation and engagement around topics of faith 
through bible study, movie groups, and discussion. 
During the pandemic, these opportunities either paused 
or continued online.

We look forward to resuming some of the same activities 
and beginning new ones. If you are interested in 
participating or even facilitating small group opportunities 
for discipleship and fellowship, please reach out to Pastor 
Nanette at nanette.pitt@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109.

Have you needed to sign a document, and then send a 
copy to someone? Or you want to copy a page from a book 
or magazine and print it later? You can easily do this now 
with your smartphone! With the iPhone, open the built-
in Notes app, tap the camera icon, then choose “scan 
documents”. Need to sign the document too? Tap the 
“send” icon, then “markup”, then the pencil icon to write 
your name. On an Android, go to Google Documents and 
tap the plus sign, then the camera icon. Take a photo of the 
document and send it along. To sign it fi rst, look for the 
“scribble” tool under the drawing tab.
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Over the years, First Church has published many 
recipe books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the 
archive celebrating the submissions made by church 
members.

Submitted by Chris Becker

1½ cups Tang

1 cup instant tea powder

¾ cup sugar

1½ tsp cinnamon

1 tsp cloves

1 cup cinnamon candies

Shake all ingredients together and store in a covered 
jar. Use 2 tsps for every 1 cup of boiling water.

Thursday, September 2
Sue Yoder
Cheri Xeros

Saturday, September 4
Karen Richter

Sunday, September 5
Agneta Solomon

Monday, September 6
Susan Ireland
Nathan Hawk

Tuesday, September 7
Nina Roberts

Saturday, September 11
Kellie Ramirez
Maggie Grigsby

Monday, September 13
Marsha McGregor
Alex Petras

Thursday, September 16
Nick Xeros

Friday, September 17
James Kraus
Craig Boyd

Wednesday, September 22
Judy Nicely
Clay Canfi eld

Saturday, September 25
Lily Dusseau

Monday, September 27
Ellsworth Poole
Christi Hornak

Tuesday, September 28
Erin Burtoft

If you’d like your birthday 
listed, please contact Alex at 
alex.morris@akronfcc.org.
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Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person, 
we offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer. 
In our First Church community, we pray for Antigone P., 
Art W., Barbara H., Barbara S., Betty S., Bill F., Callahan 
H., Duane P., Elizabeth V., Joan L., Karen F., Margaret P., 
Margaret P., Michael L., Mildred A., Patti N., Paulette J., 
and Rick T.

Due to online distribution of the Chronicle, we are not listing last 
names publicly on our prayer list. If you have any questions about 
those listed, if you would like to add a name, or if you would like 
to share a celebration or condolence with the wider First Church 
community, please email Acting Associate Minister, Bobby Burtt, 
at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.

We offer our deepest condolences to Donna and the family 
of Elvino Cunha who passed away an August 7. Our pastor, 
Rev. Nanette Pitt, offi ciated the private Memorial Service 
in our Meetinghouse on August 12.

Thank you for your lovely cards and your prayers. They are 
greatly appreciated.
God Bless you, Elaine Deering

Thank you for your cards and calls of kind words and 
encouragement, as I deal with several surgeries and recovery 
times. The notes are read often and help brighten my day.
Love, Karen Foley

 with your messages 
of hope and your acts of kindness towards us and for the 
community.
From Leah, Beto, Sebastian, & Joquin Cirigo

On behalf of the members of the Akron Board of Education, 
I would like to thank you for your generous donation. Your 
donation of $7,018.42 will be used by Mason Community 
Learning Center in support of purchasing ViewBoard 
technology for classrooms. Support such as yours enhances 
the education of our students and we thank you for making a 
difference. We are honored that you have chosen to support 
the Akron Public Schools. Board members were made aware 
of your generosity at the Board Meeting of July 12, 2021.
Sincerely, Ryan Pendleton

Although many of you already know, I’d like to share with 
those who don’t and take this opportunity to celebrate 
with you all (and boast a little about my wonderful  spouse) 
- Steven has accepted a teaching position at Principia 
College as an Assistant Professor of Mass Communication. 

He is excited to be teaching at a liberal arts college where 
there is opportunity to integrate and combine his wide 
range of skills and academic interests. The position offers 
him the opportunity to combine his prior experience in 
journalism with his new fi eld of expertise in decoloniality 
and peace building. 

Principia College is located in Elsah, IL, so our years of 
Steven commuting to and from Notre Dame in South Bend, 
IN, for his PhD have prepared us well for the times we’ll be 
apart. While we always miss one another at those times, we 
are grateful to God for the opportunities that have opened 
on this journey, beginning with Steven’s acceptance into 
an internationally acclaimed PhD program and now 
his immediate appointment to a full professorship. We 
recognize that as a result of the pandemic, teaching 
positions in the liberal arts environment are scarce.

Steven will be back home with us here in Akron for the 
holidays in December and I’ll have the opportunity to 
take some vacation time and visit with him before that. In 
the meantime, Steven will be using his time when he isn’t 
teaching to wrap up the fi nal chapter of his dissertation. 
He is looking forward to scheduling his defense this fall.

Thank you to all of you who have and continue to check in 
with us and who hold us in prayer. We are blessed to be a 
part of the First Church faith family!

Rev. Nanette Pitt, Senior Minister

First Church hosts a number of groups that meet regularly in 
person in our facility and are open to all who need support. 
The following groups are currently in session:

• AA: Every Monday at 12:00pm

• SSOULE: Second Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm. 
SSOULE is an HIV support group. The group is run by 
and for people living with HIV. Monthly meetings, in a 
social setting, offering support, resources, and a place for 
people with HIV to share their fears, concerns, struggles, 
and triumphs with each other.

• Warriors’ Journey Home: Every Tuesday at 6:15pm. 
Warriors’ Journey Home is dedicated to supporting and 
assisting veterans, their families, and society during their 
military service and their return home.

Feel free to utilize these resources or share this information 
with others who may benefi t. Our ministry is extended 
through these partnerships and the gift of our facility.

Our warm congratulations to Julie and Dave Lehman who 
welcomed their third grandson, Jack David Lehman, on 
Friday, August 20, 2021.
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292 East Market St.
Akron, OH 44308 

Celebrate Worship at 9am and Festival Worship at 11am 
on Sundays – join us in-person or watch live at https://bit.
ly/First-Church-YouTube

See page 3 for more information about services.


