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Our Welcome
First Congregational Church of Akron unconditionally affirms 
all people as we live out our call to follow Jesus Christ and his 
teaching of inclusive love.

We welcome people of every race, age, nationality, 
gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, family 
circumstance, socio-economic status, physical and mental 
ability, or spiritual background. We invite all who are seeking 
God’s presence in their lives to participate fully in our church 
life, ministry, and leadership.

We strive to be a safe place, free from the fear of judgment, 
where wounds can heal, differences are cherished, and 
inclusivity is intentional. We commit ourselves to the struggle 
against injustice, discrimination, violence, and hatred, in order 
to foster a world of peace and wholeness.

God loves you. Christ invites you. We embrace 
and celebrate you.

Our Purpose
To share Christ’s light and 
welcoming, open and loving 
message with all people.

Our Motto
Rooted in Christ 
Fostering Justice 
Celebrating Diversity

We Embrace and Celebrate You



Founded in 1833, First Church 
Echoes with the Voices of History

Mrs. Ella Hultz
Bridgeville, PA    Nov. 10, 1918

Dear Friend:
I received your welcome letter and was glad to know you have 

escaped the “Flu” thus far; we are fortunate too, but we surely do 
miss the church services; we have had no public meetings since I 

was in Pittsburg; I do not know when schools will reopen; I think 
Franks family surely have had a time of it, and Edna too; she went 
down before they knew what the trouble was… Roy did all Franks 

outside work and carried water and coal to the door for his mother, but 
did not go inside… Did they celebrate peace in your part of the coun-
try? They blew the whistles here all afternoon, rang the bells, paraded 

the streets, etc. I was not in the least excited, said I did not believe it was 
true, and when the telegram came from Washington saying it was true, 
Mr. Wilson said I must be a prophetess; I am sure we will all be glad to 

see peace, but not with the Kaiser, for his is not reliable, and it would only 
last until they could get ready to fight again. … It looks like rain today; but 
too cold; I think; well, I must close for this time… I suppose you had lots of 

help with your house cleaning, while Genevieve was out of school; for she is 
a good little helper. Write soon again, Love to All,

Emma Hultz
Ravenna, OH

P.S. I think this Ink has had the “Flu;” It is so weak.

Our grateful thanks to Jay Hultz for sharing this letter from his family archives. While not members of First Church, this letter gives us a sense 
of what the neighbors, and likely members, of our church were experiencing. The Great Influenza pandemic lasted until 1920, and has been 

unparalleled until the current COVID pandemic. The day after this letter was written, November 11, 1918, World War II officially ended.



First Church Faces the Future Together in 2021

Beloved Church Family, 

We are now twenty months into a 
pandemic that has affected our lives in 
ways unseen since the Great Influenza 
a century ago. Yet still, by the grace of 
God, First Church not only endures 
but thrives!

While almost every facet of our lives 
has been affected by COVID-19 and 
while we may not yet know how life 
will look after the pandemic, the pages 
of this report are a testament to the 
resilience and unity of our church. 
Despite being physically distanced and 
virtually connected, we have stayed 
together. Togetherness is perhaps one 
of the core Christian spiritual practices 
we most easily overlook. Jesus began 
his ministry by calling the disciples 
together and throughout his travels he 
drew people together – by the Sea of 
Galilee, on the hillsides, at the table in 
the Upper Room.

Our togetherness is reflected in these 
pages as we draw close to our fellow 
members and neighbors. In every facet 
of church life this year, we have seen 
meaningful responses to opportunities 
for togetherness, for growth, 
worship, and service to others. Our 
togetherness in community is a 
reminder of our communion with God, 
who is always beside us. 

I am certain, therefore, in the wisdom 
of 2 Corinthians 4: 

While we may be troubled, we 
will not be distressed; while 
perplexed, we will not despair 
for we know that “the things 
which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are 
not seen are eternal” and so 
our faith and our hope rest 
securely in the One who has 
brought us safe thus far and 
will surely continue to 
lead us.



Welcome to 
Our New Staff!

Bobby Burtt
Acting Associate Minister 

Jake Matronia 
A/V Tech

Alex Morris 
Congregational Life Coordinator

Now entering my seventh year of 
ministry with you, I treasure the 
ways that we continue to faithfully 
follow Christ together. Thank you 
for the trust you place in me. It is a 
joy to serve with you as your pastor 
and I am pleased to present this report 
that reflects many of the worthwhile 
ministries that we have undertaken 
together this past season.

In Christ’s Service,

Reverend Nanette Pitt
Senior Minister



Letter from the Moderator
Dear Members and Friends, 

With joy and gratitude I share that in the midst of a worldwide crisis, First Church found 
opportunity. We rose to the occasion and found a way to keep our ministry alive. Our 
doors may have temporarily closed, but through your faithful prayers, financial support, 
and physical involvement, sharing God’s love and ministry never ceased! Praise God!

Members and friends continued to be the hands and feet of our Lord, caring for our 
church members and friends with cards, check-in calls, and bags of worship supplies 
delivered to our homes. Safety dictated our Feeding Hope Food Pantry shift to 
volunteers pre-packing bags with food freely given from the Akron-Canton Food Bank. 
What a blessing!

Our Stewardship and Finance Board worked to securely invest our gifts and offerings to 
maximize financial growth. A federal payroll grant helped us protect staff salaries. The 
Building and Grounds Board worked in conjunction with church staff, to use the time 
of building closure to make needed capital improvements to our building and church 
grounds. Thank you for your financial gifts!

Even in the presence of a pandemic, Pastor Nanette led very real conversations 
about race and the inequitable treatment of our brothers and sisters of color 
during the summer of 2020. Members hosted virtual round table discussions, 
led by Akron community leaders, to help us become better acquainted with our 
immediate neighborhood and its rich history. We completed the mentorship 
of First Christian Church of Cuyahoga Falls as they sought affiliation with the 
United Church of Christ. With great excitement, we conducted the virtual 
Ordination Service for Reverend Antigone Pearson in November. Reverend 
Nanette and First Church were also privileged to host the virtual Akron Area 
Interfaith Council Prayer for Pandemic. Great is Thy faithfulness!

This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the 
LORD never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says 
my soul, “therefore I will hope in God.” Lamentations 3:21–24

Serving together,

DeAnn Clemons
Governing Board Moderator
2020-2021



A New Type of Worship and Connection
Inspiring Hearts 
and Minds in Unity
Members and friends connected in new ways 
through worship, fellowship, and caring. The Care 
Team and pastors reached out over 450 times with 
calls and cards to elder, homebound, bereaved, or 
single members. The church hand-delivered and 
mailed over 850 care packages and special mailings. 
We maintained both Sunday services virtually 
throughout the pandemic and members met 
regularly online for fellowship, prayer, and worship.



Caring for the Earth and Feeding Hope

Feed My Sheep Garden
First Church and Let’s Grow Akron successfully 
completed their third year of partnering 
together with the Feed My Sheep Garden. 
This partnership provides a basis for mutually 
beneficial support and collaboration, including 
the advancement of First Church’s Food Justice 
ministry through the Feed My Sheep Garden.

The Feed My Sheep Garden was established 
in 2012 by church members and volunteers. 
The garden grew and changed shape over the 
years; today, this formerly vacant lot contains 
over 2,000 square feet of healthy garden soil 
and yields up to 2,000 pounds of organically 
grown produce per year! The fruits of our labor 
are available to the community weekly in the 
Feeding Hope Food Pantry, and at the Summit 
Lake Neighborhood Farmers’ Market from June 
to September. 

This formerly vacant lot yields up to 2,000 pounds of 
organically grown produce per year! 



Feeding Hope Food Pantry
The Feeding Hope Food Pantry continued 
distributing food throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic by changing to a drive-through model 
and implementing safe practices for clients and 
volunteers. Although some food pantries were 
forced to close during the pandemic, our pantry 
was able to continue this ministry, which dates 
back at least to when First Church opened 
an account with the Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank to receive food in September, 1982.

Weekly distribution was made with groceries delivered 
outside in the parking lot to vehicles and pedestrians. 
Many new, lower risk volunteers, stepped in to help 
when they could while practicing social distancing and 
safety protocols which enabled the ministry to continue. 
Food for about 90,000 meals was provided by the Food 
Pantry in the period June 2020 through May 2021. A 
walk-in freezer was installed in the Food Pantry during 
the summer of 2020, and plans are underway to increase 
the cooler capacity to store refrigerated produce and 
dairy items by replacing two commercial refrigerators. 

Special Thanks to Walmart, Panera, Giant Eagle, and 
the Summit County Humane Society for their contributions 
to the food pantry.

The Food Pantry provided about 90,000 meals 
between June 2020 - May 2021



First Church proudly unveiled this 
installation in August, 2020, created 
as a visual statement of its support 
of diversity and inclusion. 
Consisting of 8 full-sized doors mounted side 
by side, this project contains many visual, 
conceptual and participatory levels of diversity 
and inclusion. Eight local artists, each assigned 
to decoratively paint one door, were selected 
to provide a wide diversity of ethnicity, race, 
and age, as well as inclusion of members 
from the LBGTQ+ community. Each artist was 
encouraged to decoratively paint their door in 
their distinctive and cultural style, adding an 
additional layer of diversity and inclusion.

Participating Artists included:
Red Door – Nirali Schrader 
Orange Door – Melissa Ferguson 
Yellow Door – Ann Snyder 
Green Door – Jaxx Cheline
Blue Door – Kat Stahl 
Purple Door – Stephanie “LEO” Leonardi 
Brown Door - Jamie Mutnansky 
Black Door – Lindsey Jo Scott 

Special thanks to Amber Cullen, lead facilitator at 
VIBE Collective, for her work with First Church to 
curate the group of participating artists.

Declaring God’s Doors Are Open To All



“Love and hope are the central messages of our faith. This project allows First Church to 
radiate hope and love in a visual way while promoting local artists and, during Akron’s 

Pride month, boldly declaring God’s unconditional love and our affirmation of all 
people no matter the color of their skin or who they may love.”

– Senior Minister Nanette Pitt



Investing in the Building 
for Ministry
Projects Completed Include:
• Plaster repair of foyer ceiling in Narthex
• Installation of air conditioning in the Food Pantry
• Replacement of air conditioning unit in Senior Minister’s office
• Repair of the clock tower roof
• Planting of flowers in new patio garden
• Fresh coat of paint on Meetinghouse stairwells
• Fresh coat of paint on Food Pantry corridor walls
• Stripped wallpaper borders and painted main ladies’ restroom
• Stripped wallpaper and painted main office, copy room and break room
• Stripped wallpaper and painted Fellowship Hall and elevator lobby
• Repaired 3 stained glass windows
• Replaced boiler condensate tank
• Removed and replaced main office, copy room, and staff offices’ flooring
• Installed temperature controls for main office wing air conditioning
• Installation of new Food Pantry commercial freezer
• Replacement of kitchen convection oven
• Installation of new exterior electronic sign
• Interior clock tower tuckpointing
• Installation of broadcast streaming equipment, including 4 cameras, 
 updated sound system, improved wiring and sound board connections, 
 additional microphones and broadcast software

Projects in progress or under 
consideration include:
• Resolution of roof/wall leaks in Upper Room 
 and 4th floor storage areas
• Re-organization and installation of storage  
 systems in church archives
• Verification and mapping of all electrical breakers
• Refinishing of front Alcove doors
• Repair of 3 stained glass windows
• Exterior tuckpoint repairs
• South exterior wall’s windows repair
• Slate roof repairs

Stewarding Resources and 

Although difficult, 2020-21 had a welcome 
silver lining for First Church



Major Capital 
Improvements Update

The 2020-21 year, although difficult dealing with the pandemic, had a 
welcome silver lining for First Church. Throughout the pandemic giving 

remained strong with support from our members and friends. Additionally, 
in 2019, First Church received a blessing of $75,000 in a bequest from late 

member Ruth Ellen Smith. In 2020, we applied for, and were granted, a 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of $78,000 from the Small Business 

Association (SBA) which was forgiven. In addition, the Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank informed First Church that due to increased funding, they will not 

charge for food purchases for the remainder of the 2021 year. On top of these 
blessings, the pandemic has also resulted in lower program expenses for First 

Church than originally budgeted. Together, these monies, along with the timing 
of an empty building, allowed us to address some capital improvements as well as 

providing the Building and Grounds Board a unique opportunity to address some 
larger repairs while inconveniencing the least number of people.

The projects approved by the Governing Board were:
• Creation of a First Church Memorial Garden – complete

• Main Office Flooring Update – complete
• Chapel Vestibule Doors Repair and Replacement – in progress

• Renovation of Main Hallway Restrooms for ADA Compliance – in progress
• Creation of ADA Compliant Garden Hallway Entrance Door – in progress

• Fellowship Hall/Upper Room Air Conditioning Repair – awaiting one final part to complete installation

Building Together for Ministry



Financial Report

61%
Interest/Investments 
& Endowment

1%
Rental & Food 
Service Income

6%
PPP Loan & 
Undesignated 
Grants

12%
Designated 
Grants

2%
Donations for 
Missions & 
Ministries

7%
Weekly 
Offerings/
Donations 

11%
Pledge 
Income

2020-21 Income: $1,358,589

49%
Personnel/
Administrative

3%
Board & Church
Internal Operations

22%
Maintenance & 
Supplies

5%
Utilities

7%
Insurance/
Real Estate

5%
Ministries & 
Outreach

6%
Various B&G 
Projects

3%
Worship

0%
Food Service

2020-21 Expenses: $985,308

2020-2021 Church Officers
Moderator DeAnn Clemons
Vice Moderator Jim Gartner
Treasurer Karen Richter
Secretary Jen Kowalski



Donor Acknowledgments 
Thank you to our Members and Donors for their generosity during the past year:
Amanda-Joyce Abbott
Casey Ahern
Tana Alexander
Christine & Ruth Allison
Caroline & Natalie Altizer
Paul & Deborah Anderson
Ruth Anderson
Lee Andrews
Theresa & Jim Arist
Bernie & Susan Babb
John & Aixa Bakuhn, Jr
John & Joanne Bakuhn
Emily & Sara Grnach-Baldwin
Glenn & Madeline Baughman
Debra Baxter
Mary Beck
Larry & Chris Becker
Christine Bedell
Laurel Bednar
Marilyn Bednar-Kasarda
Phyllis Berry
David & Goldie Bisbee
Laura Bishop
Mona Bishop
Melissa Blyth
Ron & Pam Bof
Doug & Dorena Boike
Guy & Debra Bordo
Rita Boyd
Bill & Julie Brandy
Mike & Jamie Brink
Mary Broslawik
Todd Brown & Mickey Shah
Nick & Cindy Browning
Brian Buck
Greg & Pat Burke
Erin Burtoft
Lynne Came
Clay & Debbie Canfield
Marian Carlson
Carol Chapman
Ruth Chapman
Melissa Chen
Michael & Aimee Chuparkoff
Curt & DeAnn Clemons
Arthur Clippinger
Amanda Cole
Stephan Collins & Nanci Self
Denny Conrad
Jake & Terri Cook
Amber Cullen
Donna and Elvino Cunha
JoAnne Dawson
Jack Dearmitt
Elaine Deering
Paul & Sandy DiMascio
Brett Dorow
Dave & Susan Dudas
Ann Duff
Carla Durnbaugh
Brian & Anna Dusseau
Barbara Eby

William Fails
Kimberly Falasco
Bill & Elizabeth Fesler
Karen Foley
Sid & Linda Foster
Suzanne Fournier
Susan Frisina
Todd & Linda Fulmer
Joseph Gaone
Jim & Joanna Gartner
Rachel Gilliams
Chris & Sue Godard
Deborah Gorman-Smith
Mary Ann Gray
Wendy Greathouse
Joanne Green
Don & Maggie Grigsby
Jan Hamilton
Roy & Mary Hartz
Hunter Havens
Craig Heckman
Donald & Michelle Hershey
Jay Hershey
Mark & Christi Hornak
Chip & Linda Houghton
Jay & Linda Hultz
William Hunter
Scott Hutchinson
Bette Jenkins
Nancy Jenkins
Waldo Johnson
Kathy Johnson & Ed Wickline
Maurice Jones
Mike & Nancy Jones
Matt Kalgreen
Sanda Katila
John Keller & Joe Yacso
Kevin Kelly
Leland Kliever
Ken & Leslie Knowles
Kevin & Jennifer Kowalski
Sue Kruder
Mark & Vickie Kucheman
Don & Joan Lastocy
Dan & Morgan Leffler
Karen Leggett-Abouraya
Julie Lehman
Wes Lemmon
David & Cynthia Leonard
Al & Suzanne M. Leyerle
Toby & Keith Liechty-Clifford
Doris Logan
Julia Long
Edward Mailey
Bart Mandala
Mary Beth Manion Morell
Bud & Linda Marston
Paul Maselli
Margaret Maurer
Joanne Mazzaferro
Boyd Mccord
Helen McCord

Steven McGarrity
Rod & Marsha McGregor
Pat McKay
Meg McKenzie
Bruce & Megan Meyer
Jonathan & Cherie Meyers
Chuck & Judy Mills
Barbara & Marilyn Minney
Laura & Chuck Monroe
Steve & Becky Moore
Janice Moore
Rich & Janice Moore
John & Emily Mosconi
NALC Branch #1629
Al & Judy Nicely
Nancy Nierman-Baker
Gene & Karen Nixon
Dana & Patty Noel
Dave & Sally Oneacre
Mary Pappano
Loretta Patterson
Susan Rothmann & Philip Paul
Sara Peddle
Betsy Pence
Lori Pesci
Jim & Linda Peshina
Carrie Petersen
Duane Peterson
Matt Petras & Kersten Swartz
Martha Peyak
Kevin & Penny Phipps
Nanette Pitt & Steven Savides
Hannah Pyett
Janice Radl
Gina Ramirez
Kellie Ramirez
Alauna Redfern
Larry & Sally Reed
L Rees
Karen Richter
Eric & Elaine Roberts
Nina Roberts
Beth & Cal Robertson
David Robinson
Jeanine Rodefer
Lola Rothmann
Susan Rothmann
Carolyn & Neal Sadler
Mark & Elizabeth Salchak
Linda Sayre
John & Beth Schluep
Jacob Scholl
Sara Schwendeman
Betty Seidner
Scott & Diann Shields
Susanne Shoffner
Martha Shoults
Mike & Susan Sikora
Colleen Sims
Leah Smith & Alberto Cirigo
Shirley Smith
Ann Snyder

Agneta Solomon
Kevin & Paula Speight
Beth & David Staley
Betty Stalnaker
Wanda Tettelbach
Tevin Tietje
Suzanne Todd
Howard & Sue Tolley
Joan Tousley
Jean Trawick
James Underwood
Sarah Vradenburg
Martha Vye
Stan & Carol Wallace
Arthur & Lee Wallach
Peter Weiss
Michael & Crickett West
Andy & Chelsea Weyand
Tori White
Elizabeth Wilson
Richard & Susan Wilson
Janis Worley
Sarah Wright
Nick & Cheri Xeros
Sue Yoder
Ray & Judy Young
David & Corinne Zinader 
 

Special 
Thanks…
A special recognition to 
the following organizations 
who have believed in the 
ministries of First Church and 
have provided grant money 
to fund our endeavors:

Northern Ohio Golf Charities   
 Foundation
Living Water Association 
 of Ohio Northeast, 
 Ohio Conference United Church 
 of Christ 
People’s Bank Foundation
Cardinal Health



This Annual Report covers the fiscal and program year June 1, 2020 - May 31, 2021.

292 East Market St. • Akron, OH 44308
330.253.5109 • akronfcc.org

REV. NANETTE PITT
Senior Minister
nanette.pitt@akronfcc.org
330.253.5109 x100

ALEX MORRIS
Congregational Life Coordinator 
and Lead AV Technician
alex.morris@akronfcc.org
330.253.5109 x112

JANIS WORLEY
Finance and Operations Manager
janis.worley@akronfcc.org
330.253.5109 x111

DEBBIE RILEY
Food Service and Cleaning Coordinator
debbie.riley@akronfcc.org
330.253.5109 x113

RUSS GAIPPE
Facility Maintenance Coordinator
russ.gaippe@akronfcc.org
330.253.5109 x115

DARREN JONES-BAKER
Event and Cleaning Support Staff
darren.jonesbaker@akronfcc.org

REV. ANTIGONE PEARSON
Associate Minister
Serving at the Army’s School for 
Spiritual Care CPE Residency Program 
until mid-June 2022

BOBBY BURTT
Acting Associate Minister
bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org
330.253.5109 x101

JULIE LEHMAN
Choir Director and Organist
julie.lehman@akronfcc.org

DAVE ABERTH
Celebrate Lead Musician

JAKE MATRONIA
Assistant AV Technician
jake.matronia@akronfcc.org

Church Staff


