
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Faith Leader: 
 
Sojourner Truth is a brave example of faith in action. In 1851, she spoke at the Second Ohio Women’s Rights Convention, at the Old 
Stone Church in Akron, Ohio. Although the church no longer exists on High Street, her famous “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech allowed 
Akron to play an extraordinary role in the fight for voting rights for all women. Her speech challenged the exclusion of women of 
color from the women’s movement. Today all women have the right to vote because we stand on her shoulders. 
 
Born a slave in upstate New York, Isabella Baumfree experienced a religious conversion, and became a woman of great faith. She 
believed God renamed her Sojourner Truth and directed her to travel and preach, advocating for abolitionism and women’s 
suffrage. Sojourner Truth was on a mission from God to speak to as many people as she could about her personal vision of God’s 
desire for an equitable society. She was convinced He was guiding her very footsteps and was known to say, “God you drive.” 
 
The Sojourner Truth Project—Akron wants to provide your community an opportunity to exercise your faith in action. We need your 
help to share the story that Sojourner Truth was here in Akron, and that her words changed history. We hope to share the real 
message of her faith by spreading understanding of what she stood for, and why her efforts were so important, by asking ourselves, 
what would Sojourner Truth say about our lives today? What can we learn from her?  
 
We value the good work you and your community do in the greater Summit County area. We are meeting with organizations across 
the County and would love to connect with your community members to describe our project through conversations or 
presentations. 
 
A campaign is underway for the creation, installation and maintenance of a Sojourner Truth statue and plaza in Akron. To learn more 
about Sojourner Truth and the Sojourner Truth Project—Akron, visit the links provided below. Enclosed please find a flyer about the 
project. We can also provide your organization with additional printed or electronic flyers.  
 
For More information: 
 

• Educational resources: https://www.Summitsuffragecentennial.com/resources 

• www.truthstatue.org 

• https://www.facebook.com/SoTruthforAO 
 
 
Best, 
 

 
 
Towanda Mullins 
Sojourner Truth Project – Akron, Chair 
Truth.2020.Statue@gmail.com 
 
Margaret Maurer 
Education Committee Chair, Sojourner Truth Project—Akron 
Co-Chair, Women’s Interfaith Spiritual Heritage (WISH)
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