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which can be traced back to Jean-Paul Satre’s 1940 book The 
Imaginary. The term, which began with Satre’s exploration 
of the imagination and the nature of human consciousness, 
has been extended by sociologists and philosophers like 
Charles Taylor, who uses the term to broadly understand 
the way a given people imagine their collective social life. 
While we live life each day in very real ways, as creatures 
of conscience, our experience of that life is affected and 
influenced by the social imaginary we have and continue 
to create about that life. Here at First Church, as with every 
other aspect of our life, we’ve inherited and continue to 
create a social imaginary of the church. It may or may not 
meet the reality of what we now experience and that can 
create a disjointed experience.

The good news is we don’t live in the upside down (for the 
Stranger Things fans!). As people of faith, we are always 
seeking God’s will for our here and now. Jesus asked us 
to pray that God’s will be done on earth (in our here and 
now, in our lives and world) as it is in heaven so that we 
would frame our social imaginary accordingly – making it 
what the Spirit needs for active and vibrant ministry now. 
Are there as many people in the pews as in 1983? Certainly 
not. It’s no longer 1983! We may love harkening back to 
1983 in Stranger Things but we live now and God is here 
with us now. Let’s take the opportunity now to build a new 
social imaginary of our shared life here at First Church, 
together, with a desire to see God’s will be done on our 
earth, as it is in heaven.

In gratitude and love,

DEAR BELOVED,

Changes we choose are most often a joy – a new home, 
a new wall color, a new flowering plant for the garden, 
joining a new group at church, attending grandchildren’s 
sporting events. Changes we choose are easy for us to 
embrace, as they bring a sense of meaning and fulfillment 
to our lives. It may be because we first imagine and, in 
some cases, long for them so when they actually happen 
it feels satisfying as if something has come to fruition or 
full circle.

Another kind of change slowly sneaks up on us (as if we are 
the proverbial frog in the ever-heating water). It can feel 
like a rude awakening when we take stock of incremental 
change that after time, is far greater than we ever would’ve 
anticipated. It’s unsettling to realize things are not as we 
thought they were; not as they once were. No matter how 
well adjusted we may have become to those slow changes, 
at the moment of realization, when we look back on the 
collective change, we can feel bamboozled, or like the rug 
has been pulled out from under us. Worse still, we may 
have felt quite comfortable with or even instigated the 
thing that set the changes in motion, without realizing 
what the end result would really be.

We know that this is exacerbated in long-term 
relationships, especially as our own lives lengthen. We 
“wake up” and the world is different, we’re different, our 
spouse isn’t the person we married, and the church isn’t 
the church we joined. 

My husband, Steven, made me aware through the course 
of his Ph.D. studies of the concept of “social imaginaries” 
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Akron Pride
AUGUST 27: EQUITY MARCH AND FESTIVAL

First Church is excited to be present once again at the 
Akron Pride Festival on August 27. We will participate in the 
march at 10am and then have a booth at the festival which 
runs until 10pm. Save the date now so you can march with 
us and visit or volunteer at our booth!

The Membership Board is putting together a team to help 
plan and facilitate First Church’s presence at the Pride 
Festival. Anyone and everyone is welcome to get involved. 
If you would like to volunteer for this team, or if you would 
like to volunteer to work our booth on August 27, contact 
Jessica Kenepp, jesrep109@gmail.com.

For more information about the Akron Pride Festival, visit 
their website, https://www.akronpridefestival.org/home.

First Church 190th Anniversary
Join Kellie Ramirez on an ad hoc team planning the 2023 
events that will kickstart our bicentennial planning. 
Founded in 1833, First Church is Akron’s oldest existing 
church and we will be celebrating our 190th anniversary 
next year in 2023. We’ll hold a few special events in 
2023, and again in 2028 for our 195th anniversary, to 
create awareness and excitement as we prepare for the 
momentous occasion of our 200th anniversary in 2033.
Contact church@akronfcc.org for more information or to 
volunteer.

Sojourner Truth Project Donation
First Church is proud to announce its commitment of 
$25,000 to the Sojourner Truth Project. This project, which 
has national as well as local significance, honors Sojourner 
Truth’s legacy and includes educational initiatives to 
support continued efforts for equity and inclusion. First 
Church, which has a long legacy in the Akron community 
for supporting social justice, has chosen to step up as a 
Presenting Sponsor. 

“The members of the church felt strongly that Sojourner Truth, 
and the legacy of her 1851 Women’s Rights Convention speech, 
deserved permanent recognition here where it occurred,” shared 
Senior Minister Nanette Pitt.

World Central Kitchen Donation
Putting faith into action, First Church is proud to announce 
its commitment of $20,000 to World Central Kitchen to 
support efforts to feed people in Ukraine. In addition 
to the $20,000 that First Church will be donating to the 
World Central Kitchen, we are inviting your donation. 
First Church will match gifts up to $5,000 in total. To make 
your donation, visit akronfcc.org/donate and select ‘World 
Central Kitchen’ as the designation or mail a check to the 
church at your convenience. Thank you!

(Left to right) Senior Minister Rev. Nanette Pitt, Sue Yoder, First 
Church Moderator, and Towanda Mullins, Chair, Sojourner 
Truth Project, Akron.



SUMMER 202  •  Number 6  •  CHRONICLE  •  FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON  •  WWW. AKRONFCC.ORG  •  3  

Worship & 
Events

Red, White, & Blue Celebration
JULY 3, 9AM & 11AM

We had a wonderful Red, White, & Blue Celebration on 
July 3 with good music, a great message, and fellowship. 
You can watch these services online at any time at https://
www.youtube.com/firstchurchakron.

Graduate Recognition
JULY 10 & JULY 17, 9AM & 11AM

Graduations are a major milestone not only in the life of 
the graduate but also in the life of their family and their 
community. That is why we are inviting any and all 2022 
graduates within the First Church community to come 
and be celebrated and recognized for this outstanding 
achievement with a small gift. Attend either service on July 
10 or July 17 to be recognized.

Backpack Blessing
AUGUST 14, 9AM & 11AM

At our 9am and 11am services on August 14, we will have a 
backpack blessing. At these services, children of the church 
are invited to bring their backpacks and school supplies to 
worship where we will bless them so that they may have a 
year full of learning, joy, and safety. We will also be blessing 
all of the school supplies we collected for distribution 
through our food pantry. Be sure to join us as we bless the 
children of our church and our local community!

Broadway at Blossom Outing
JULY 31, 7PM

Picnic with First Church members and enjoy fellowship 
while listening to the Cleveland Orchestra perform 
Broadway under the stars. Everyone is responsible for 
their own ticket. We’ll meet on the far side of the lawn, 
text Nanette or Bobby for directions or if you need any 
assistance. Pack a picnic, bring a blanket or a chair, and 
enjoy a celebration of the best of American theater through 
the enduring songs of legendary composers Stephen 
Sondheim, Leonard Bernstein, and more — culminating 
with a special tribute to Andrew Lloyd Webber.

Baseball Outing
RESCHEDULED: JULY 29, 7:05PM

We have rescheduled our 
baseball outing for July 29, 
7:05pm. If you purchased a ticket for the July 8 game but 
are unable to make the new date, please let us know. We 
still have a few tickets available, so if you can make it on 
July 29, please reach out and purchase your ticket!

To buy your discounted ticket ($12/ea), visit the church 
office or pay online at akronfcc.org/donate (select ‘Event 
Payment’ and write ‘Baseball Ticket’ in the comments).

So grab your family and friends, and sign up for your 
tickets! We will gather as a group at the stadium’s main 
entrance before the game - look for Pastor Nanette and 
Pastor Bobby. And let’s root, root, root for the home team!

Akron Zoo Outing
AUGUST 21, FOLLOWING COMBINED 10AM WORSHIP

Save the date and join us for one combined worship service 
at 10am on Sunday, August 21. After worship, we’ll carpool 
over to the Akron Zoo for an afternoon of fun. We’ve 
reserved the Savanna Pavilion which offers shade with 
tables and chairs. We’ll enjoy a picnic lunch (Food Service 
Coordinator, Debbie Riley, will prepare sandwiches for us, 
you’ll be invited to bring additional items to share – more 
info to follow). Zoo tickets for parking and admission are 
$10 per person (over 2 years of age). Please buy your ticket 
at the church office or online (please note “Zoo Outing” in 
the comments section) by Friday, August 5.

2022 Annual Meeting & 
Community Celebration Sunday
SEPTEMBER 11: WORSHIP @ 10AM, MEETING @ 11AM

First Congregational Chruch of Akron’s 2022 Annual 
Meeting will take place on September 11 at 11am following 
a combined 10am worship service. While the worship 
service will be livestreamed, the Annual Meeting will not. 
Please plan ahead to attend in person if you would like to 
participate, especially if you are a voting member of the 
church, so that we have a quorom and are able to vote on 
important matters in the life of the church.

Following the meeting, we will have an ice cream social to 
celebrate the wonderful program year we had from 2021-
2023, and raise up our efforts for an even better 2022-
2023 program year.



4  •  SUMMER 2022  •  Number 6  •  CHRONICLE  •  FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON  •  WWW. AKRONFCC.ORG

Ministry

Focus

Faith
Enrichment

First Church, Still Reading
Join this summer’s Faith Enrichment reading opportunities 
with discussion groups on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm  
in September. Discussions will take place in our Fellowship 
Hall over a soup dinner.

IF GOD IS LOVE, DON’T BE A JERK

September 7

BRAIDING SWEETGRASS

September 14

JESUS AND JOHN WAYNE

September 21

THE CODDLING
OF THE AMERICAN MIND

September 28

Fall Chancel Choir Plans
OFF FOR THE SUMMER

The First Church Chancel Choir is off for 
the summer. You will see them again in 
the fall, and we hope you will consider 
singing with them! They are a wonderful 
group of people who love to sing and 

offer those gifts of song for worship.

The choir welcomes singers of all levels; 
everyone will have a place. The choir 

traditionally performs at the 11am Festival service 
each week beginning in September. The choir rehearses 

before worship on Sundays at 9:15am.

If you have any questions, are thinking about joining, or 
if you play an instrument and would like to perform with 
the choir on occasion, please contact Choir Director and 
Organist, Julie Lehman, julie.lehman@akronfcc.org.

LGBTQIA+ Support and Care
On Sunday evenings 
twice each month, from 
6-7pm, members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community 
meet together in person 
to explore Christianity 
and the possibility of 

understanding faith in new ways as we reclaim and 
explore our faith journeys. Join us as we rethink God’s 
love toward LGBTQIA+ Christians!

Please email facilitators Brenda Waddell and Tevin Tietje, 
cochristian@akronfcc.org, with any questions.

AA Update
Local AA groups have been meeting at First Church for 
a long time. The pandemic stopped these meetings from 
happening in person. Early last year, the Monday group 
returned and has been meeting ever since. Beginning in 
early July, the Wednesday and Thursday groups will return 
as well using a hybrid model of in person and virtual. All 
meetings occur at 12pm.

Monday AA: Let’s Talk It Over

In person only

Wednesday AA: Brown Baggers

Join Wednesday’s meeting virtually or in person. To attend 
virtually, use the Meeting ID: 839 1506 8436.

Thursday AA: High Nooners

Join Thursday’s meeting virtually or in 
person. To attend virtually, use the Meeting 
ID: 767 5578 6144.

The First Church Handbell Choir gathered 
one last time before their summer break 
officially began. The handbell choir 
regularly meets up to stay connected and 
build important bonds that allow them to 
work together so well as an ensemble. We’ll 
see the bell choir again in the fall!
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Children’s
Ministries

Summer Camp Opportunity

The UCC Living Water Association, the Conservancy for 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, and Friends of Elizabeth 
Park are partnering to provide two wonderful day camp 
opportunities for children in grades 1-4!

July 11-15, 9am-3pm, the Little Cuyahoga Exploration 
campers will learn all about nature within the Cascade 
Valley area through scavenger hunts, story times, and 
hikes.

July 18-22, 9am-3pm, Little Cuyahoga Compassion 
campers explore what it means to have compassion for 
others, ourselves, and creation through similar activities. 

Both camps’ daily activities will start and end at Elizabeth 
Park (40 E Lods St, Akron, OH 44304). Food will be provided 
along with transportation to and from camp visits to 
Summit Metro Parks and the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park. The cost is $150. Scholarships are available for those 
who qualify. For more information and to register, visit 
https://www.cascadevalleyneighborhood.org/camp.

First Church at Templed Hills
This summer, First Church was able to send four of our 
children to summer camp at Templed Hills from June 19-
25. Macie Morgan and Steve Radonich attended MMADD 
Camp while Brynn Ramirez and Aiden McCallion attended 
Just Camp. Both sessions were directed by our Associate 
Minister, Bobby Burtt. All 
four children were first-time 
campers at Templed Hills and 
all four reported having a 
wonderful week, saying that 
they can’t wait to attend again 
next year. 

This year, the children 
participated in events like 
Wacky Olympics, Karaoke 
Night, planning evening 
worship,  and sleeping out 
under the stars. At MMADD Camp, they learned a new 
song and dance, practiced their ukulele skills, and made 
stop-motion videos. At Just Camp, they learned to build 
fires, construct shelters, about natural camouflage, and 
how to cook over an open fire. The children formed deep 
friendships and connections with each other and campers 
from throughout the Heartland Conference UCC. 

Church camp is a time in a child’s life when they are able 
to explore their personalities without any fears, develop 
new skills in areas of interest, grow in their faith, and 
learn how to be leaders. It is a chance for them to feel like 
they are a part of something bigger than themselves while 
making lasting friendships. We were blessed to have been 
able to send these four children to camp this summer and 
hope to send many more campers in the future. 

School Supply Drive
Even though summer has just begun, children will be 
returning to school before we know it. This can put a lot 
of pressure, both socially and financially, on families to 
purchase new supplies for their children. In an effort to 
help alleviate this pressure, First Church will be collecting 
school supplies to distribute through our Feeding Hope 
Food Pantry beginning mid-August. Items of high 
importance include:

Backpacks | Crayons (16-pack) | Glue Sticks | Pocket 
Folders | Pencil Cases | #2 Pencils | Washable Markers 
Colored Pencils | Rulers with Standard and Metric 
Units | Notebook Paper (Wide and College Ruled 
Blue and | Black Ball Point Pens | Boxes of Tissues

The collection will begin on July 1, 2022 and will end on 
August 14, 2022. If you have any questions please reach 
out to Bobby Burtt, Associate Minister for Young Adults 
and Families with Children, bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org, 
330.253.5109 x101.

The neighborhood
experience of a lifetime
cascadevalleyneighborhood.org/camp
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Beat the Heat This Summer
The spring was pretty mild, but this summer will be 
a scorcher! If you do not have AC (or maybe you do but 
would like to cut back), here are a few often overlooked 
ways you can beat the heat.

CLOSE THE BLINDS

Windows can let in about 25% of summer heat. To cool 
down a room without AC, make sure to block the heat with 
shades or blinds during the sunniest hours of the day.

SET CEILING FANS TO ROTATE COUNTER-CLOCKWISE

A ceiling fan isn’t a set-it-and-forget-it appliance. In the 
summer, the fan blades should rotate counter-clockwise 
(as you look up at it) to push the air straight down. Increase 
the fan speed on really hot days.

BAKE AND WASH AT NIGHT

Large appliances give off significant amounts of heat. 
Save the operation of ovens, ranges, dishwashers, and 
clothes washers and dryers for evening hours when cooler 
temperatures will offset their output.

STAY HYDRATED

This may seem obvious, but it’s the most important one. 
Our bodies cool themselves by sweating. If you do not 
have enough water in your system, you cannot sweat 
efficiently. Make sure you stay hydrated this summer and 
start drinking before you get warm! 

SHUT DOORS TO UNUSED ROOMS

If you absolutely must use your air conditioner, confine 
the coolness to where it’s most needed. Shut the vents in 
areas that do not need to be cooled (if you have central air) 
and then close the door.

TURN ON YOUR BATHROOM EXHAUST FANS

Your bathroom exhaust fans, as well as the exhaust fan 
you may have in your kitchen, can help to push the rising 
hot air out of your home.

PLACE FANS IN THE CORRECT SPOTS

Because fans merely keep air moving around, rather than 
actually cooling the air, it’s best to set up your fans in 
windows or hallways so you can create a cross breeze that 
will draw in cooler air from the outside (or a cooler part of 
the house) to the warm areas.

A Letter from the Moderator
Greetings for the summer, First Church members and 
friends! I’m not sure about you, but to me it’s sometimes 
difficult to fathom that June is already over even when 
it displays so much beauty. Half of the year 2022 is over, 
and it seems like just yesterday that I was shoveling 
my back porch and a path to my garage and 
driveway (early April?). As Rodgers and 
Hammerstein so aptly noted, “June is 
busting out all over”, and I know we 
are very grateful for God’s handiwork 
as it arrives. 

The speed with which July comes is 
awe-inspiring – so much so, that I feel 
a need to hurry and “catch up” with 
it. I want to catch up on my house 
chores, yardwork (which multiplies 
tenfold this season), and other projects 
that are partially completed. Also, I hope 
to plan for future endeavors and trips. 
The idea is that, in my mind, if I can “catch up” 
on tasks that have been on my list for longer than I care 
to admit, I would accomplish goals that would be very 
satisfying. Perhaps you have similar feelings.

I think it is also important to “catch up” with people – 
friends we haven’t seen for a while, acquaintances, or 
church members we haven’t had the opportunity to get to 
know yet. In my new role as moderator, I hope to “catch up” 
with as many of you as I can, whether it means renewing 
friendships or becoming acquainted for the first time. I 
look forward to chatting with you and learning about your 
individual stories and unique skills and talents. “Everyone 
has a story”, and those stories are part of the substance of 
a thriving organization.

Thank you for your continued support of First Church, 
whether it is sharing of your time and talents or spiritual 
and financial support. We are blessed to have terrific, 
dedicated, hard-working people – our ministers, staff, 
members, and friends. God works through them and many 
wonderful things are happening as a result. I hope to see 
you sometime on Sunday morning, at a church function, 
or in a Zoom meeting so we can “catch up” on each other’s 
lives and all the worthwhile, meaningful things occurring 
in our church community. 

Submitted by Sue Yoder, Moderator
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THE POWER OF WOMEN AND 
THE VOTE 

Women’s Interfaith Spiritual Heritage (WISH) is hos�ng a program on The Power of Women and the Vote 

July 31, 2022 from 3-5 pm (on-site registra�on at 2:45) 
At the Alpha Phi Alpha Founders Hall, 662 Wolf Ledges Pkwy, Akron 

Register in advance for this FREE program at h�ps://�nyurl.com/WomenVotePower  

The Honorable Emilia Stone Sykes, Candi-
date for the US Congress. Former Minority 
Leader for the Ohio House of Representa-
�ves 

Towanda Mullins, Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. Akron Alumnae Chapter and 
Chair, Sojourner Truth Project-Akron 

Pastor Joy Fenton-Jones, First Chris�an 
Church, Cuyahoga Falls 

Please Join Women’s Interfaith Spiritual Heritage (WISH) for a col-
lec�ve conversa�on on how women today can use their power to 
impact vo�ng. Sojourner Truth had the confidence and courage to 
speak publicly about her convic�ons regarding women’s rights as 
ci�zens. Pu�ng truth to power, she spoke of all women’s rights and 
roles in the vo�ng process. Come and discuss the current status of 
redistric�ng and voter rights, the role that black women have played 
in enlarging all women’s vo�ng rights, and mobilizing the faith com-
munity around the knowledge of voter suppression and vo�ng 
rights. Light refreshments will be served. 

WOMEN’S INTERFAITH SPIRITUAL HERITAGE  
WISH 

PROGRAM SUPPORTERS 
Akron Aids Collabora�ve, Home of the 
Bayard Rus�n Resource Center LGBTQ+ 

Akron Area Interfaith Council 
Dominican Sisters of Peace, Our  

Lady of the Elms 
First Congrega�onal Church of Akron 

League of Women Voters of Akron 
Project Ujima 

Heating Things Up!
Over 55 years ago, First Church installed a 1.5 million 
BTU steam boiler to heat the Meetinghouse section of 
the church property. This boiler, with the assistance of 
a heat exchanger, worked with two additional hydronic 
(hot water) boilers to heat the main office hallway and 
old parish house (currently the food pantry, library and 
garden basement) sections of the property. This main 
boiler developed a leak last fall which caused its current 
ability to heat to be diminished, and put in jeopardy our 
potential to continue heating the building. As with any 
major appliance of that age, fixing the leak would be nearly 
as expensive as buying a new piece of equipment, and 
would still be prone to needing additional repairs. After 
extensive surveys and discussions with multiple potential 
vendors and manufacturers representatives, it became 
apparent that replacing the system with an identical 
system not only did not make sense from an operational 
standpoint, but given that the current system’s energy 
efficiency has been running at 64%, it was not a practical 
one as well. 

After many hours of inspections, phone calls and 
discussions, Paul Wilson, of Wilson Heating and Plumbing, 
has been selected as the vendor to oversee our system 
update and conversion. The first step, which is beginning 
in June, will be to replace the current heat exchanger 
with a high efficiency (95%) hot water boiler and update 
the appropriate pumps, valves and fittings. This boiler 
will be responsible for heating the main office hallway, 
the upstairs classrooms, and the former parish house 
area that currently holds the food pantry, library, garden 
basement, and Senior Minister’s study. The parts used in 
this process will be able to digitally control water valves/
air ducts/relays that connect to both heating and A/C 
systems. Eventually this new system will be added to the 
current digital controls that operate the Fellowship Hall, 
Upper Room, and the main office area. This brings us one 
step closer to having the right equipment in place to add 
air conditioning to the basement, library, and upstairs 
classrooms. 

Once this first step is complete, Wilson will then 
address removing the steam boilers and installing the 
appropriately sized equipment to work with the newly 
designed system. The capacity of the new boiler will be 
better suited to the needs of the First Church facility, and 
will be operating at a 95% or higher efficiency which will 
generate significant cost savings over time. Thank you to 
B&G Board chair Todd Brown, Board members Joanne 
Dawson, Eric Roberts, Matt Kalgreen, Kathy Johnson, 
Ellsworth Poole, and ex-officio members Moderator Sue 
Yoder, Sr. Minister Nanette Pitt, and staff members Russ 
Gaippe, Facility Maintenance Coordinator and Janis 
Worley, Finance and Operations Manager, for their time 
and devotion to such a large project. 

First Church is sponsoring the WISH program as part of a 
continuing dedication to promoting equality for all. Consider 
attending this free event!
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Food Pantry Update
SETTING A PANDEMIC RECORD

On Tuesday, June 7, the Feeding Hope Food Pantry served 
62 clients in 90 minutes (roughly a family helped every 
minute and a half) distributing 91 bags of food. Each bag 
weighs ~11 pounds. That’s 1,000lbs of food plus meat, milk, 
cheese, eggs, baked goods,desserts, fruits, and vegetables. 
Nearly a TON of food was given to families in need. The 
following food pantry on June 14 distributed to 58 families. 
With the price of gasoline and groceries going up, summer’s 
arrival, and the end of government assistance, the trend 
has been that more of our neighbors are expressing a need 
for food, and the Church is responding.

This ministry needs your help. Here are a few of the ways 
you can be of service. There’s something for everybody, no 
matter your schedule or your means. Volunteer on …

… Monday mornings from 8:30am-9:30am to help unload, 
date items, and stock the Foodbank delivery. Contact 
Chip Houghton (wbhoughton@gmail.com) for more 
information.

… Monday evenings to pre-pack bags of food, put eggs in 
cartons, organize donated bakery products, re-package 
donations, and other similar tasks. Contact Kellie Ramirez 
(musicusgeekus@gmail.com) or Laura Bishop (lbishop10@
neo.rr.com) for more information.

… Tuesday mornings, when the distribution of food takes 
place. All current volunteers are vaccinated and everyone, 
clients and volunteers, wear masks. Each volunteer has an 
assigned station so that we maintain a semblance of social 
distance. During the summer, all serving is done outside. 
Contact Larry Becker (Larrybecker@yahoo.com) for more 
information.

… Saturday Mornings for the Arlington Road Walmart 
donation pick up. There is an online sign-up form so 
you can help as often as you are available. Pick up takes 
place at 8am and we are generally done by 9am. Contact 
Darren Jones-Baker (djonesbaker@neo.rr.com) for more 
information.

… Sunday evenings once per month for the Montrose 
Panera pick up. Volunteer to pick up and re-package 
the donated breads and other baked goods. Because the 
restaurant is having some staffing issues, their closing 
time varies. Contact Larry Becker (Larrybecker@yahoo.
com) for more information.

… Or, donate items we cannot obtain through the 
Foodbank but our clients desperately need. Dish 
detergent, shampoo, body wash, and bar soap are current 
needs but almost any personal care items help. Drop items 
off Monday-Thursday 9am-5:30pm, Fridays from 8am-
4:30pm, and Sundays before and after worship services in 
the bin located just outside of the Chapel. Contact Linda 
Houghton (ljsh493@gmail.com) for more information.

A Summer Garden Update
Summer is always a fruitful time in the Feed My Sheep 
Garden! Warm-season crops such as tomatoes, peppers, 
eggplant, cucumbers, squash, and okra are in full bloom 
(have you ever seen an okra flower?). Shorter-season 
crops like beets, turnips, beans, and greens are seeded 
every two weeks for continuous harvest. Everbearing 
strawberries and blackberries provide the sweet fruits of 
our labor. Tuesday mornings we harvest these crops and 
more for the Feeding Hope Food Pantry and the Summit 
Lake Neighborhood Farmers’ Market - a labor of love.

New this year, the Feed My Sheep Garden crew has been 
trialing microgreen production. Microgreens are similar 
to sprouts; seeds are sprouted in trays and grown indoors 
under lights, then harvested early for a delicious, nutritious 
salad or sandwich topping. Many different plants can 
be grown as microgreens, such as broccoli, chard, kale, 
arugula, sunflowers, and peas. These are very short cycle 
crops (10-20 days from seed to harvest) and take up no 
space in the garden to produce a fresh, nutrient-dense 
delicacy. We are currently experimenting with different 
types of seeds, seeding media, and seeding schedules in 
an effort to be able to consistently harvest microgreens for 
the Food Pantry. 

We grow in community! Special thanks to our volunteers 
who are essential to the health and vibrancy of the Garden. 
We need your help! Please feel free to drop in during 
our Garden hours (Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
8am - 12pm) or reach out to schedule a volunteer shift 
at your convenience. All skills and abilities welcome, no 
experience needed. Older children and teens are welcome 
with an adult. Thank you!

Submitted by Sam Phillips, Feed My Sheep Garden Manager
sam@letsgrowakron.org

Left: Paula Speight double checks an order before delivering 
food to a client. Right: The garden thrives on a hot June day.
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Sojourner Truth Project Emails
JOIN AN INFORMATIONAL EMAIL LIST FOR UPDATES

The Sojourner Truth Project-Akron is setting up a Friends 
of Sojourner Truth Project email distribution list. We invite 
you to join this list to receive only occaisional updates 
on the project’s progress and related events. The 
emails will announce upcoming events, reveal 
project progress, and give us an opportunity 
to thank all of you. You may unsubscribe 
from this list at any time.

The project is working to install a statue of 
Sojourner Truth in Akron to honor her famous Ain’t I A 
Woman? speech in support of voting rights for all women, 
particularly women of color. This is our area’s chance to 
honor the past while shaping our future.

If you are interested in joining this email list, please contact 
Margaret Maurer, mbmaurer@kent.edu / 330.628.0313, 
with your name and email address.

Submitted by Margaret Maurer

Artist Woodrow Nash with the Sojourner 
Truth statue prototype that he will be 
creating. The statue will be the focal point 
of a new plaza (designed by Summit Metro 
Parks’ Dion Harris) that will be built north 
of Akron. The plaza will be positioned to 
welcome travelers as they enter the city.

Library Book Editions
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UPDATE

First Church’s library has recently added a 
number of new books that all are welcome 

to check out and read. There are books for all 
ages. Some of the newest editions are:

FOR TEENS AND ADULTS:

• Family of Origin Family of Choice
• Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in 

Your Kids
• Queerfully and Wonderfully Made

FOR CHILDREN:

• When God Was A Little Girl
• A Church for All
• Mother God
• The Holy Ghost is Like a Blanket
• When God Made You

You can overview these and all of the books in the First 
Church Library online at https://bit.ly/FirstChurchLibrary. 
Books can be checked out during normal business hours 
and on Sundays after worship services. The library is very 
comfy if you’d like to stay and read, or you can check out 
and take the books with you and return them when you 
are finished.

An excerpt from “Mother God” by Teresa Kim Pecinovsky with 
Illustrations by Khoa Lee.

Women’s History Project
2022 WOMEN OF THE YEAR

The Women’s History Project of the Akron Area, a program 
of the Summit County Historical Society, honored nine 
local activists with its Woman of the Year awards for 2022 
with a special presentation at the John Brown House in 
June. Society President and CEO Leianne Neff Heppner 
explained,

“The Women’s History Project is 
honored to recognize these women, 
who through their selfless work, 
paid and volunteer, supply an 
essential need…hope.”

The winner of the Integrity 
award was our own Finance 
and Operations Manager, Janis 
Worley. In her free time Janis 
has been a community activist 
who works with many different 

non-profit organizations, including Akron Children’s 
Hospital’s Women’s Board, the Junior League of Akron, 
Old Trail School, Ronald McDonald House of Akron, 
Grace House, and the Summit County Historical Society. 
Congratulations Janis!
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Birthdays
July 1
Rachel Pearson

July 4
Brian Dusseau

July  5
Nancy Jones
Lynne Ross

July 7
Bernie Babb
Jon Orr

July 8
Sam Elias

July 10
Bruce Meyer

July 11
Mark Kucheman
Brenda Waddell

July 12
James Underwood

July 14
Meg McKenzie

July 16
Ann Duff
Ron Meyer

July 17
Betsy King

July 19
Laura Miller
Nick Speight

July 20
Vickie Kucheman

July 25
Caroline Altizer

July 27
Linda Foster

July 30
Susan Babb
Pat Burke

August 1
Susanne Shoffner

August 2
Mike Brink
Nancy Jenkins

August 7
Eric Roberts

How Do You Support First Church?
Giving back comes in many forms within a church community. In these continued times of uncertainty, 
it’s crucial to show support where and how it’s needed. Consider these options:

Be faithful and attend worship: Coming together builds our sense of community and belonging.

Pray for your church and its pastors and leaders: Whether it’s praying in church or at home, prayer 
unites all of us.

Help shoulder the load of responsibility: Being involved at church can look different for everyone. Call 
the church office to see if you can be a greeter, bake for an event, serve with one of our ministries, or 
volunteer for other opportunities.

Invite People: How did just 12 people make Christianity as big as it is today? By inviting people! Reach 
out to your friends, neighbors, and family members to see if they’ll join you on Sundays or at church 
events. 

Stay Grateful: In the midst of a global pandemic, it’s important, now more than ever, to have a grateful 
heart and to be generous and give grace to others.

Donate: Be sure to keep giving financially to the church. An easy way to do this is by setting up a recurring 
donation, putting together a planned gift, or designating First Church as an insurance beneficiary among 
many other options. Contact Finance and Operations Manager Janis Worley, janis.worley@akronfcc.org 
/ 330.253.5109 x111, for more information.

August 12
Sid Foster

August 14
Susan Rothmann

August 16
Donna Cunha
Barbara Howell

August 21
Marybeth Flanders

August 22
Beth Cooper

August 23
Tim Kenepp

August 25
Debbie Canfield
Bette Klein
Kevin Kowalski

August 27
Lee Wallach
Andy Weyand

August 30
Greg Burke
Elaine Roberts

August 31
Linda Peshina
Scott Wilson

Summer Honey Haul & Sale
Our Apiary has again produced a lot of honey! It is bottled and ready for 
distribution. Due to popular demand during the last sale, we made sure to 
bottle extra Little Bears.

• 3oz Little Bear: $3
• 16oz Bottle: $15

You can pay online at https://www.akronfcc.org/donate to reserve your bottles 
now. Select ‘Miscellaneous’ and type ‘Honey’ in the comment box. We’ll set 
your order aside for you to pick up at your convenience. You can also visit the 
office during normal office hours or Sundays after worship to purchase. You 
can pay with cash or check, making checks out to First Congregational Church 
of Akron. Thank you!

OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT BEEKEEPING

If you have ever wondered about beekeeping, or maybe you are thinking about 
keeping your own bees, we could always use additional help in the apiary. 
Take this opportunity to work alongside beekeeper Sarah Smithers to take 
care of our bees, harvest honey, and learn about everything that leads up to a 
successful harvest. Contact Finance and Operations Manager, Janis, for more 
information on this opportunity, janis.worley@akronfcc.org.
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In Gratitude
From the First Church community, we offer thanks to 
Corinne and David Zinader, Laura and Chuck Monroe, 
and Art and Lee Wallach for the time and talent they’ve 
invested in our church over the years. We wish them all 
the best as they move from the Akron area and on to new 
journeys.

Dear First Congregational Church Members:

With my whole heart I thank this wonderful congregation 
for voting to support the Sojourner Truth Project-Akron. I 
see my work on this project as a gift from my creator, and 
as an opportunity to express my faith in action. I should 
have known that my faith community would align with my 
thinking, but your bold action was unanticipated by me. I 
was surprised and humbled by your generous donation.

First Congregational Church of Akron will be permanently 
recognized at the site for our generous support, which 
is fitting for our historic congregation. But more 
importantly, I know that support such as this enables the 
project to teach our broader community about Sojourner 
Truth’s faith and courage in support of women’s rights for 
all women. Thank you.

As time goes on, I will work to keep you all aware of how 
the project is doing. If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. Truly God was at work in our 
hearts.

Sincerely, Margaret Maurer

In Our Prayers
Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person, 
we offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer. 
In our First Church community, we pray for Jim G., Laurel 
B., Nina R., Ray Y., Sue T., Lisa K., Pam R., Ron B., Andrew 
C., Art and Lee W., Barbara S., Betty S., Bill F., Callahan H., 
Karen F., and Mildred A.

If you have any questions about those listed, would like to add a 
name, or would like to share a celebration or condolence with the 
First Church community, please email Associate Minister Bobby 
Burtt at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.

Over the years, First Church has published many recipe 
books. Each month, we’ll share a recipe from the archive, 
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

Frozen Summer Fruit Salad
Submitted by Jackie Funk

Ingredients:
3.5 oz flaked coconut
1 can sweetened condensed milk
1 c mini marshmallows
1 c chopped pecans
8oz black cherry yogurt
1 c fresh cherries, halved
3/4 c grapes, halved
3/4 c chopped nectarines/peaches
1/2 c lemon juice
4oz frozen whipped topping

Directions:

Line a 5x9 loaf pan with foil. Coat with preferred oil. Press 
coconut to bottom of pan. Combine all except whipped 
topping. Mix well. Fold in topping. Pour into pan. Cover. 

Freeze 6 hours and enjoy!

Congratulations
OUR LOUDEST CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Members Terri and Jake Cook and their daughter and son-
in-law Leslie and Michael on the baptism of Ian Goggin 
Cook on May 29.

Member Brenda Waddell on a successful ordination 
process.

Peter Weiss and Andés Gutiérrez for their wedding on May 
31 and subsequent blessing ceremony at First Church.

It’s Time to Update Your Info!
Does your current directory 
photo look like this? It 
might be time to update 
it so that members of the 
church community, new 
and old, know what you 
look like and can say hi the 
next time they see you!

One of the ways that we can strengthen ties to and within our 
church community is by making sure our information is up to 
date. If you know you are included in the directory, or if you 
have ever submitted a Directory and Household Information 
form, take a few minutes to log in to the church directory at 
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/. Here you can 
update your photo and any personal information you would 
like to share with your First Church community. 

If you are not in our directory and would like to be, contact 
Congregational Life Coordinator, Alex, alex.morris@
akronfcc.org / 330.253.5109 x112. If you are oldschool, no 
worries! You are welcome to call  Alex with your updates and 
request a physical copy of the directory. Anyone is welcome 
to come to the office during the week, or catch one of our AV 
technicians during a Sunday service, to have a new picture 
taken as well if you are unable to do so on your own.

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives
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292 East Market St.
Akron, OH 44308 

Rooted in Christ • Fostering Justice • Celebrating Diversity

Silent Vigil Memorial
A RESPONSE TO GUN VIOLENCE

Responding to the murders of 19 children and two teachers 

at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, First Church 

created a silent vigil memorializing each of the 169 victims 

of mass shootings in schools, colleges, and universities 

since the tragedy at Columbine High School in 1999. For 

each life lost, a white stake bearing the name and age of 

each victim was installed on the front lawn of the church.

This silent vigil, created by the First Church community, 

visually represents not only each of the lives lost, but also 

a cry for justice, and an appeal for policy change. Pastor 

Nanette said, 

“It is hard to find the words to express our sorrow and outrage 

at the mass shootings that are plaguing our nation and affecting 

even our children whose schools should be safest places on 

earth. This memorial seems so inadequate, but stands as a 

silent vigil and a symbol of our resolve that this should never 

happen again. We invite our neighbors across greater Akron 

to visit this silent vigil and to mourn all of the victims of mass 

shootings.”

Cassie Bernall, 17, Steven Curnow, 14, Corey DePooter, 17, Kelly 
Fleming, 16, Matthew Kechter, 16, Daniel Mauser, 15, Daniel 
Rohrbough, 15, William Dave Sanders, 47, Rachel Scott, 17, 
Isaiah Shoels, 18, John Tomlin, 16, Lauren Townsend, 18, Kyle 
Velasquez, 16, Derrick Brun, 28, Dewayne Lewis, 15, Daryl Lussier, 
58, Chase Lussier, 15, Neva Rogers, 62, Chanelle Rosebear, 15, 
Michelle Sigana, 32, Thurlene Stillday, 15, Alicia White, 15, Naomi 
Rose Ebersol, 7, Marian Stoltzfus Fisher, 13, Lena Zook Miller, 7, 
Mary Liz Miller, 8, Anna Mae Stoltzfus, 12, Ross Alameddine, 20, 
Jamie Bishop, 35, Brian Bluhm, 25, Ryan Clark, 22, Austin Cloyd, 
18, Jocelyne Couture-Nowak, 49, Daniel Perez Cuevas, 21, Kevin 
Granata, 45, Matthew Gwaltney, 24, Caitlin Hammaren, 19, 
Jeremy Herbstritt, 27, Rachael Hill, 18, Emily Hilscher, 19, Matthew 
La Porte, 20, Jarrett Lane, 22, Henry Lee, 20, Liviu Librescu, 76, 
Partahi Lombantoruan, 34, Lauren McCain, 20, Daniel O’Neil, 22, 
Juan Ramon Ortiz, 26, G.V. Palanivel, 51, Minal Panchal, 26, Erin 
Peterson, 18, Michael Pohle, 23, Julia Pryde, 23, Mary Read, 19, 
Reema Samaha, 18, Waleed Mohamed Shaalan, 32, Leslie Sherman, 
20, Maxine Turner, 22, Nicole White, 20, Gayle Dubowski, 20, 
Catalina Garcia, 20, Julianna Gehant, 32, Ryanne Mace, 19, Daniel 
Parmenter, 20, Tshering Bhutia, 38, Doris Chibuko, 40, Sonam 
Choedon, 33, Grace Kim, 23, Katleen Ping, 24, Judith Seymour, 
53, Lydia Sim, 21, Charlotte Helen Bacon, 6, Daniel Barden, 7, 
Rachel D’Avino, 29, Olivia Rose Engel, 6, Josephine Gay, 7, Dawn 
Hochsprung, 47, Dylan Hockley, 6, Madeleine F. Hsu, 6, Catherine 
V. Hubbard, 6, Chase Kowalski, 7, Nancy Lanza, 52, Jesse Lewis, 6, 
Ana Grace Marquez-Greene, 6, James Mattioli, 6, Grace McDonnell, 
7, Anne Marie Murphy, 52, Emilie Parker, 6, Jack Pinto, 6, Noah 
Pozner, 6, Caroline Previdi, 6, Jessica Rekos, 6, Avielle Richman, 
6, Lauren Rousseau, 30, Mary Sherlach, 56, Victoria Soto, 27, 
Benjamin Wheeler, 6, Allison Wyatt, 6


