COMMUNION SUNDAY
JULY 5, 2020
11:00 AM

OPEN & AFFIRMING WELCOME STATEMENT
First Congregational Church of Akron unconditionally affirms all people
as we live out our call to follow Jesus Christ and his teaching of inclusive love.
We welcome people of every race, age, nationality, gender identity and expression,
sexual orientation, family circumstance, socio-economic status, physical and
mental ability, or spiritual background.
We invite all who are seeking God’s presence in their lives to participate fully in
our church life, ministry, and leadership.
We strive to be a safe place, free from the fear of judgment, where wounds can heal,
differences are cherished, and inclusivity is intentional.
We commit ourselves to the struggle against injustice, discrimination,
violence, and hatred, in order to foster a world of peace and wholeness.
God loves you. Christ invites you. We embrace and celebrate you.

PRELUDE

Goin' Home/Oh Freedom

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:

Gathered are we, to sing praises to our majestic God.
For the Lord is worthy of our sincerest praise!

One:
All:

As weary as we may be, our burdens the Lord does carry.
Incomparable is God’s love and mighty are God’s ways.

One:
All:

We will rejoice with gladness in hearty worship our God.
For the Lord’s goodness follows us always!

arr. Julie Lehman

HYMN

Come and Find the Quiet Center

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God,
In Christ, you have shown the world the truest love.
Having established a new covenant that we might
commune wholly with you, you have given the world more —
more joy, more hope, more love and more life.
We sometimes forget what you have given and
abandon the refuge of your arms for worldly delights.
Forgive us, Lord, for our pride.
Forgive us, Lord, for our transgressions.
Help us to admit the error of our ways in order
that we might be reconciled with you once again.
TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Psalm 16

Friends, God is our refuge and will not abandon us.
In Jesus Christ, we are reconciled to God.
That is a promise of peace and joy!
We will share the good news far and wide!
May God’s peace be with you.
And also with you!

VOICES CELEBRATING

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Glory to God and praise and love be ever, ever given
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven.
INVITATION TO PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER
READING FROM THE PSALMS
God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
God is good to all and has compassion over all that God has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O God, and your faithful shall bless you.

Psalm 145:8-14

They shall speak of the glory of your dominion, and tell of your power, to make known to all people
your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your dominion.
Your realm is everlasting, and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
God is faithful in every word, and gracious in every deed.
God upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.
READING FROM THE GOSPEL

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to
one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
SERMON
HYMN

The Children of Wisdom
Come to Me, O Weary Traveler

INVITATION TO AFFIRM OUR FAITH
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus our brother,
and to whose deeds we testify:
God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, and
sets before us the ways of life and death.
God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.
God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared
through prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has come to us and
shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and
reconciling the whole creation to its Creator.
God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.
God calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants
in the service of the whole human family, to proclaim the gospel to all the world
and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table,
to join him in his passion and victory.
God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,
courage in the struggle for justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and
rejoicing, and eternal life in that kingdom which has no end.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God.
Amen.
Statement of Faith, Article II, of the First Church Bylaws, adapted by Robert V. Moss
and The Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERING

Intermezzo

Pietro Mascagni

Please visit www.akronfcc.org/donate to support
the vital and ongoing ministries and missions of First Church
or mail your donation to 292 East Market Street, Akron OH 44308.
OFFERING PRAYER
Gracious God, we come to you in humble reverence
to thank you for the gifts you have given us to steward this day.
May all that has been received and all that has yet to be given,
be directed by your Holy Spirit to serve your peoples and lands.
Amen.
HYMN

There's a Spirit in the Air

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Communion Prayer

Words of Institution
One:
All:

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Prayer of Consecration and the Lord’s Prayer (please use the language most familiar to you)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Sharing the Bread and Cup

Amazing Grace

arr. Julie Lehman

We celebrate an open communion table; everyone is welcome to participate.
Our pastors will preside leading us all through the sacrament. They will allow time during
worship for us to prepare our bread and juice as we participate remotely.
If you do not have either you may, like the early Christians, use what you have on hand.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Hopeful God,
for the gift of this cup, which overflows with love,
and for the gift of this bread, which nourishes our souls,
we give you thanks and praise.
Our hearts are thankful that you know and search us,
in order that we might know you fully in this life and the next.
Amen.
HYMN

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

America the Beautiful

arr. Christina Harmon

NEWS & NOTES

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY
Rev. Nanette Pitt, Senior Minister
Antigoné Lowery, Associate Minister
Rev. Michael Howard, Guest Preacher
Julie Lehman, Choir Director and Organist
Stephanie Corbin, Soloist
Tom Lehman, Instrumentalist
CCLI License #11234842 and CCS License #8399

Teen Bible Study. Calling all teens! We invite you to join Pastor Antigone on Zoom
each Wednesday in July from 7pm-8:30pm for a 5-week study on the book of
Lamentations. Each week, we will discuss a theme in Lamentations and what it can
teach us about our ability to create social change in our society. Many young people
are at the center of important social movements in our society, reminding us that
anyone can create positive change. As Mahatma Gandhi reminds us, we are to “be
the change that [we] wish to see in the world.” For this reason, we hope that you
will join us in this safe and exciting space to share and connect with other likeminded teens! To RSVP, please email Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org
no later than 5pm each Tuesday in July.

First Church Reads – White Fragility. In collaboration with members of First Christian
Church, Cuyahoga Falls and Rev. Debbie Saxe, this July we will read and discuss Robin
J. DiAngelo's work White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism. Discussions facilitated by Pastor Nanette and Pastor Debbie, will be held on
Wednesdays in July from 7-8:30pm as we read through the book. To RSVP, please
email Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org no later than 5pm each
Wednesday in July. In White Fragility, antiracist educator Robin DiAngelo deftly
illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to understand racism
as a practice not restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine).” Referring to the
defensive moves that white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is
characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including
argumentation and silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white
racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-racial dialogue. Books are
available on Amazon and Kindle e-Readers, or can be sourced from your favorite bookseller.
PUBlic Theology on Zoom. On Thursday, July 23 at 6:30pm, you’re invited to join us for an online
happy hour, more commonly known as PUBlic Theology. Join us, via zoom, to talk about life, faith, the
multiverse, and anything else that may be on your mind at the moment. Feel free to bring a drink or
cocktail to the conversation! This will be a joint event between First Christian Cuyahoga Falls, and the
First Congregational Church of Akron. Please RSVP for the event to Kasey Kalchert at
kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org.

Asian Services In Action, Inc. is the July Mission of the Month! Asian Services in Action, Inc. (ASIA)
strives to empower and advocate for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI); and to provide
AAPIs and other communities access to quality cultural and linguistically appropriate information,
health and social services. ASIA has taken on the challenging tasks to help the underserved, lowincome, and immigrant communities across the state. Funds raised from the Mission of the Month
will be used to support the "Lucky Seniors" program, specifically for the congregate meals. The goal of
the program is to improve the physical and mental health of Asians seniors living in Northeast Ohio. If
you like to make a contribution, please make your check out the First Congregational Church of Akron
with “Akron-Area YMCA” in the memo line or donate online at www.akronfcc.org/donate
IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
We offer daily prayers of thanksgiving for all who are struggling in body, mind, or spirit each day. We
pray especially for all those around the world who are affected by the coronavirus; those who are sick
and those who care for them, those who work tirelessly to provide treatment and vaccine. We give
thanks for our public officials and leaders, those who staff hospitals and work in grocery stores, for
first responders and emergency service providers. Within our community we pray for Chris, Marilyn,
Margaret, Jessica, Lola, Barbara, Carole, George, Madeline, Betty, Wanda, Art, and Doug.
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