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Rooted in Christ • Fostering Justice • Celebrating Diversity

Dear First Church family and friends,
In December 1991 in South Africa, Archbishop Desmond
Tutu told the nation: “You are the Rainbow People of God.” I
remember how this idea took hold and in a time of change,
unprecendented in any nation, the concept of a “rainbow
nation” became part of the momentum that moved South
Africa toward democracy in 1994 – a democracy that ended
an era of harsh racial segregation, systemic racism and
oppression called apartheid.
The image of the rainbow is deeply rooted into the Abrahamic
faith traditions. Most Jews, Christians, and Muslims hear
the story of Noah and the ark as children and understand
the rainbow to be a sign of God’s promise for blessing,
deliverance, peace, and protection. In Genesis, God declares
that whenever the rainbow appears in the sky, “I will see it
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all
living creatures of every kind on the earth” (Gen. 9:16).
Tradition would also have it in our faiths that Noah’s offspring
become the progenitors of the world’s different races and so
Archbishop Tutu’s words became the catch phrase, in South
Africa, for a peoples yearning to celebrate the strength and
the promise of embracing racial diversity and righting the
wrongs of the past.
On arriving in the United States of America in late 2000, I
encountered another way that the rainbow was being used
to celebrate diversity and it is only in recent years with the

advent of the Philadelphia rainbow that includes brown and
black that we’ve begun to name race in our welcome and
affirmation of LGBTQ+ peoples. In a time when pain and
division have been highlighted in stark ways, I pray each of us
would hear the voice of our Creator assuring us of the promise
and strength of our diveristy, when embraced, and may we
each become part of what leads us towards wholeness.
Grace and peace,

Annual Meeting 2020
A reminder that the congregation has been called
to gather for its 2020 Annual Meeting on Sunday,
September 13. This meeting will be held online via zoom
and is scheduled to begin at 11:30am. You can join the
meeting by dialing in without internet or by using the
internet on a computer, tablet, or smartphone. Please
register in advance at https://bit.ly/FirstChurchAnnualMtg
(for internet users) or contact Kasey Kalchert (kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org / 330.253.5109 x112) to register for
dial-in.
Absentee ballots and other materials will be emailed
out to members and be made available on the website
in advance of the meeting. If you need another way to
access the materials, please contact Kasey. If you have any
questions about meeting, please contact Moderator Larry
Becker at larrybecker2900@yahoo.com or 330.696.6709.
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Yes

Season of Creation
From September 6 to October 4, the Christian family
celebrates the good gift of creation. This global celebration
began in 1989 with the Day of Prayer for Creation and is
now embraced by the wide ecumenical community. Learn
more at www.seasonofcreation.org.

Worship Update – Streaming
With thanks for the ongoing support of our members
and friends, we have continued to be the church through
this difficult time of the pandemic. Connecting with one
another remotely has been a blessing for many and still
others have stayed connected by phone and mail.
In our Meetinghouse work is underway to intall new
equipment that will allow us to “stream” (relay video to
to viewers over the internet in real time) worship and
other events. When you arrive back for worship, you may
notice a few new cameras that will make it possible for
those who, for health or other reasons, cannot initially
return to worship in person, to be able to participate
from home. The new equipment will also ensure an
improvement in audio-visual quality.
Until this equipment is installed, tested, and ready
for use, we will continue to worship via zoom in one
combined service each Sunday at 9:30am. Zoom has
been a blessing both because it allows viewers to see one
another and because it has a dial-in option for those
without internet. Internet users, please visit https://bit.ly/
AkronFirstChurch to register. Dial-in users, please contact
Kasey Kalchert (330.253.5109 x112).
Before services, worship materials – the order of service,
news and notes, as well as children’s activity bulletins – are
available to download at www.akronfcc.org/live.
Worship services still stream live to www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron and are available to view afterwards, at your
convenience, both on facebook and at www.akronfcc.org/
connect/worship-archive/

Community Celebration Sunday
On Sunday, September 13, at 9:30am we’ll gather together
remotely to celebrate the blessing of our connection both
to God and to one another through First Church. This
service will feature special music from our Handbell Choir,
Julie Lehman, and Dave Aberth and various musicians
and vocalists. We will also be welcoming new members
into fellowship! While this annual celebration won’t have
ice-cream sundaes on the front lawn after service, it is a
blessing for us to have the option of seeing one another.
Due to our Annual Meeting following worship, there will
be no online fellowship after online service this week.

During the Season of Creation, we unite as one family in
Christ, celebrating the bonds we share with each other
and with “every living creature on Earth” (Gen. 9:10). The
Christian family celebrates the season by spending time
in prayer, considering ways to inhabit our common home
sustainably, and lifting our voices in the public sphere.
As we live into a post-COVID-19 world, can we imagine
new just and sustainable ways of living that give the Earth
the rest it requires, that satisfy everyone with enough, that
restore habitats and renew biological diversity? May Holy
Wisdom inspire our imagination as to realize this Jubilee
for our Earth!

Pet Blessing Sunday
Sunday, October 4, is both Pet Blessing and World
Communion Sunday. It’s also the wrap up to our Season
of Creation. We would love to celebrate your pet with you
as we gather for morning worship, whether in person
or remotely. Please email a 30 second clip or a photo of
your pet to kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org anytime before
October 1 along with the name of your pet so that we
might include them in our celebratory slideshow that
morning! Together we’ll give thanks for all of our pets and
our pastors will bless them.

World Communion Sunday
Join us on Sunday, October 4, for the end to our Season of
Creation – our annual celebration of World Communion
Sunday. This special service reminds us that we gather
with Christians all over the world. At 9:30am we’ll worship
remotely together on zoom. Please invite your friends
locally and especially those living abroad to join us –
register at www.bit.ly/AkronFirstChurch. We encourage
you to use this occasion as a time to create a multi-cultural
and diverse place in your space for Communion. This
would be a great activity for children to participate in,
bringing in any elements in your home that represent
other cultures and places in our world and setting your
bread and juice ready.
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God’s Doors Are Open to All

Meet the Artists!

While our building may remain closed to in-person gatherings
due to COVID-19, God’s Doors Are Open To All!
First Church is proud to announce the unveiling of a public art
installation, God’s Doors Are Open To All, (#GodsDoorsAkron)
on Wednesday, August 26, 2020. This installation is located on
the church lawn facing Market Street.
First Church created this installation as a visual statement
of its support of diversity and inclusion. Consisting of 8 fullsized doors mounted side by side, this project contains many
visual and conceptual elements of diversity and inclusion.
Each of the 8 doors is of a different style or size, and each is
painted one of the colors in the Philadelphia rainbow (red,
orange, yellow, green, blue, purple, brown, black) in support
of the LGBTQ+ community.
First Church commissioned eight local artists, each assigned
to decoratively paint one door. With the support of member,
Amber Cullen and Janis Worley, First Church curated the
selected artists to provide a wide diversity of ethnicity, race,
and age, as well as inclusion of members from the LBGTQ+
community. Each artist was encouraged to decoratively
paint their door in their distinctive and cultural style, adding
another layer of diversity and inclusion.

Red Door: Nirali Schrader

Orange Door: Melissa Ferguson

Yellow Door: Ann Snyder

Green Door: Jaxx Cheline

Blue Door: Kat Stahl

Purple Door: Stephanie Leonardi

Brown Door: Jamie Mutnansky

Black Door: Lindsay Jo Scott

“Love and hope are the central messages of our faith,” Pastor
Nanette noted. “This project allows First Church to radiate
hope and love in a visual way while promoting local artists
and, during Akron’s Pride month, boldly declaring God’s
unconditional love and our affirmation of all people no
matter the color of their skin or who they may love.” Learn
more at www.akronfcc.org/open-doors

4 • SEPTEMBER 2020• Number 6 • CHRONICLE • FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON • WWW. AKRONFCC.ORG

A Resolution of Witness
The following resolution of witness was drafted by members of
the First Church Saturday Morning Bible Study and embraced by
the Governing Board and pastors. Your comment is encouraged
after prayerful consideration of how our faith community might
be moved to engage and become part of making meaningful
change in our society. Please send comment to the attention of the
Governing Board to Kasey at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org

We therefore propose that as a congregation we commit
intentionally to becoming an anti-racism, pro-reconciliation
church. While our Open and Affirming statement captures
the essence and intersectional rationale for this, we believe
that we need to be more specific in the ways we address white
privilege, white supremacy, racism, and the value of Black,
Brown, and Native American lives.

Along with so many in our city and nation, we are deeply
troubled by the killing of George Floyd under the knee of a
white Minneapolis police officer, alongside the deaths in
recent months of Tony McDade, Rayshard Brooks, Elijah
McClain, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery.

We propose the congregation forms an ad hoc committee to
host forums, perhaps online at first due to COVID-19, so our
membership may establish consensus around this issue and live
into an identity as an anti-racism, pro-reconciliation church.

We know we are not alone when we say we have discerned
the need for action to protect Black lives, challenge police
brutality and impunity, and begin the process of addressing
the direct, structural, and cultural violence that relegates
Black, Brown, and Native American peoples to a permanent
underclass whose lives are regarded by too many whites as
unworthy and expendable. Sadly, it is abundantly evident
that all lives do not matter in our society.
We acknowledge, too, the profound ways in which our
congregation has already responded:
•

Our clergy have spoken and prayed boldly about these
issues from the pulpit.

•

Our senior minister and several members of our
congregation have held vigil, joined protests, and some
of our members have monitored police actions during
protests.

•

Our clergy are leading discussions on books and
documentaries dealing with white privilege, white
supremacy, systemic and personal racism, and mass
incarceration.

•

Our various Bible studies have not shied from addressing
these issues.

•

Our congregation has been vigilant in praying about this
situation.

We also acknowledge that as followers in the Way of Jesus
Christ, we are called proactively to be an anti-racism, proreconciliation community. However, to do this in our
overwhelmingly white congregation, we need to become
vulnerable and listen to the stories of those in our church
and broader Akron community whose voices have been
silenced and marginalized for far too long by the powers and
principalities that support racial disharmony and abuse.

We further propose that the congregation, at an appropriate
time given the realities of COVID-19, host a series of public truthtelling events in which peoples of marginalized communities are
invited to tell their stories and speak their truth about racism,
discrimination, and relationship with the authorities. City leaders
could be invited to attend, but to listen and not to speak. If we are
to change the narrative, we need to change the narrators. We offer
our support in hosting these events.
We believe that we find ourselves in a Kairos (opportune time for
action) moment that calls for a response from our congregation
that claims its place in our city as a leading anti-racism, proreconciliation voice. We state categorically that this is not about
taking a political stand or playing at party politics, but rather an
attempt to answer the call of Jesus to love God fully and to love our
neighbors as ourselves.

Devotional Booklet Now Online
Once a month, First Church receives and distributes copies
of The Upper Room magazine around the building, a free
resource available to anyone who wishes to keep a copy. The
magazine is a devotional resource where Christians from all
around the world share prayers and stories of faith.
During this pandemic, as we continue our efforts to social
distance and with our building being closed to the public, The
Upper Room publication has made the July/August 2020
issue of the devotional magazine available for download. You
can download your free edition at www.akronfcc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/07/URE_July-August2020.pdf
We hope that you will find The Upper Room valuable during
this time of increased isolation when our faith can be a
support and source of comfort. Hard copies of The Upper
Room will be available for pick up once more each month
after First Church begins to gather again in person.
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Memorial Garden
From the earliest times, Christians have utilized their
churches and churchyards as places of interment. Today,
exhorbitant funeral costs are often a burden to families
who wish to honor their loved one in death, as much as
they can be distressing to individuals who would prefer
leaving a legacy to support causes they valued, rather than
the trappings of a funeral.
Pastor Nanette has proposed and the Governing Board has
endorsed First Church creating a Memorial Garden for
the open intermet of cremains providing an affordable
option in a meaningful and hopeful setting that helps in
the grieving process and is a witness to our faith in God
and resurrection. A quiet, beautiful memorial garden
where you can honor and remember your loved one is an
inspirational way to pay tribute to their life.
We are forming an ad hoc committee to execute this plan
together with Zach Goebelt, owner of C.O.I. Stonework,
(the firm that was used to restore the stone walls at Stan
Hywet). Zach has offered drafts for a stone wall, perhaps
in the infinity symbol design, as a basis for the garden.
The idea of adding a small water feature to this area is
also a possibility. If you are interested in working on the
committee, please contact Janis Worley at janis.worley@
akronfcc.org.

put it, “It was thrilling and amazing and just the coolest
thing ever.” Over time Sarah continued to attend meetings,
and made friends with a local resident who let her “come
over and play with her bees”. Soon Sarah had been given a
hive, and a year later more hives came into play. Sarah says
that when handling bees “mostly they are alright, though
they are not above a SURPRISE! now and then.”
About 6 years ago Sarah was approached by Laura Urban,
a local beekeeper who, through Sarah Vradenburg, had
installed 4 hives in our garden area. Laura does not live
nearby, and asked Sarah to care for our bees. According
to Sarah, our garden has had at least 4 hives, and some
years has had as many as 15 hives. They vary year to year as
new hives are started or combined (as queen bees only live
for 2 years) and other things such as weather can affect a
hive’s health and productivity.
It took a while for First Church to get a big enough bee
population to get a good honey crop. Too much honey in a
hive will overwhelm the bees, so it has to be taken out. But
you do need leave a lot of honey for the bees to eat over
the winter. Once the weather starts getting colder bees live
off their honey and wait for spring. Fun fact - bees don’t
sleep! They huddle together for warmth, and on any nice
day they will go out and fly. According to Sarah, “it’s just
joyous to see golden bees flying in the sun in December
while there’s snow on the ground.”
Sarah shared that the biggest misconception is that honey
bees are like wasps. People see a fly-y thing on their food
at a picnic and scream “ah! A bee! It stung me!” No, that
was likely a wasp or a yellow jacket. That’s not a honeybee
ruining your picnic, but they get lumped in with all the
rest. Sarah has been working to get people to understand
that honey bees are fairly friendly and benign, you can
even pet them when they are on a flower. They only get
aggressive when their hive is disturbed.
Did you know that honey changes color and taste constantly
throughout the year? It starts out very light in spring, and
gets darker as it gets closer to fall, at which time honey will
become dark and pungent.

Concept sketch for the proposed infinity wall and memorial garden.

Sweeter than honey... Our Bees

Sarah is grateful that she now has enough money to donate
her “honey money” to First Church, and help to give back
for the help we give others. She’s just fascinated with
propagating bees, learning to breed queens, and doing
little experiments in bee husbandry. According to Sarah,
“bees are dreadfully interesting to study!”

About 10-12 years ago, beekeeper Sarah Smithers looked
around her yard and saw hardly any bees, and realized
that there isn’t much safe housing for bees in a city. She
tried reading up on beekeeping but wasn’t making any
headway, until she met a beekeeper who invited to her
to join the Summit County Beekeepers Club. At her first
meeting, she was given a jacket and veil and taken out
to look at a hive. The beekeeper opened up the hive and
passed around frames of bees and their honey. As Sarah
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Wednesday Faith Enrichment

PRAYING FOR OUR NATION, OUR COMMUNITY, OURSELVES

Saturday Morning Bible Study
Designed for those who identify with the masculine arc
of the gender spectrum, this study led by Steven Savides
invites participants to engage in interpretation of biblical
texts as a primary source of Christian theology. The
groups meets on zoom on the first and third Saturdays of
each month from 8-9am. At present they are considering
the problem of injustice, and focusing on the South
African Kairos Document (1985) and Jesus’ liberating
ministry in Mark’s Gospel. For September, participants
are encouraged to read Mark in its entirety, but if pressed
for time just chapters 4 and 5. The Kairos Document can
be sourced online or from Kasey Kalchert. To RSVP,
please send an email to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@
akronfcc.org by Friday at 4pm the day before the meeting
to receive the link to join. We look forward to seeing you!

Time with Tots Breakfast

Join Pastor Nanette for a study of Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount and a time of prayer as we ground ourselves
spiritually in this fragmented season. Beginning on
Wednesday, September 9, we will meet on zoom each
Wednesday in September from 7-8:30pm to center
ourselves as we study and pray. Meetings will include
study of Matthew chapters 5-7, inspirational readings, and
an opportunity for guided meditation and prayer. To join,
please RSVP to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.
org by 5pm each Wednesday to receive the link to join. Join
us for an opportunity to gather with your faith community
during this difficult season, finding inspiration, renewal,
and encouragement as each of us seeks to be faithful to
our call to bear God’s love and light into the world.

Join a First Church Board
You have special skills, interests, and talents that could
be very helpful, and we hope you will get involved. It’s a
good way to make a difference in the world while getting
to know others in your church family! To get involved,
contact Kellie Remirez, Nominating Board chairperson.
You can sign up online at www.akronfcc.org/nominating

First Church will host another Time with Tots gathering
on zoom for families with children toddler aged children
on Saturday, September 12, from 8am-9am. This will be
great opportunity for parents and guardians to check in
with one another and for your toddlers to do the same!
To RSVP, please send an email to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org by Friday, September 11, at 4pm to
receive the link to join. We hope to see your family there!

Building and Grounds Board - Oversees the maintenance
of First Church’s building, equipment, and property.

Coming Out Christian

Nominating Board - Recruits members to serve on the
various boards of the church. Nominates church officers
and candidates for board positions which are presented
for church member approval at the Annual Meeting.

Coming Out Christian meets on zoom every other Sunday
in September, starting on September 6. This group provides
members of the LGBTQ+
community a space to come
together to explore Christianity.
To join the discussion, please
RSVP to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org by 5pm
before each Sunday meeting
and she’ll email the link so you can join the conversation.

Human Resources Board - Oversees staffing policies and
human resource matters.
Membership Board - Recruits new members, organizes
new member orientations, and organizes new member
welcome events.

Stewardship and Finance Board - Handles the financial
affairs of the church, including budgeting, planning,
and communicating to keep members informed of First
Church’s financial well-being.
If involvement through management and leadership isn’t
for you, consider getting involved in one of our many
ministry opportunities. You can learn more and sign up at
www.akronfcc.org/volunteer
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Facility Improvements
For the past few years, the Building and Grounds board
has been focused on trying to find and repair the roof
leak that has been causing on-going damage to the Foyer
and Family Room walls and ceiling. First Church’s roof
structure is very complex, with copper areas, slate areas,
and flat roof areas. In particular, it was discovered that
the roofing in the area over the Family Room actually has
two layers of roofing materials with a small gap between
the layers. This made detecting the source of the leak even
more complicated as water could enter in one area, and
then flow to another area of the lower roof section, and
possibly flow to a third location before coming through
the ceiling of a room. After many trips up to the roof,
after many contractors and variations of repairs, the roof
stopped leaking last fall! Hallelujah!
The Building and Grounds board decided to move
forward with caution, as they wanted to ensure the leak
was corrected before initiating repairs to the ceilings.
After waiting through the winter freeze/thaw period, and
repeatedly checking after every major rain, the Building
and Grounds board felt confident to move forward
with the ceiling repairs. The Family Room ceiling was a
relatively easy fix, using standard ceiling materials. The
Foyer demanded skilled plasterwork to restore the historic
design. The Building and Grounds board brought back
Seese\Sveda Construction Company, the company that was
used during the major renovations to the Meetinghouse,
to do the job. Using the original profile molds, the plaster
was shaped off-site and then brought here for installation.
Once installed, the Foyer was repainted. A very big THANK
YOU to the current Building and Grounds board, and to
all that served on that board in the past few years, for their
dedication to fixing this important issue. We look forward
to sharing photos once the job is complete!
Current Building and Grounds Board Members: Denny Conrad, chair, Todd
Brown, Kathy Petsko, and Eric Roberts.

Find the 5 differences in this flock of flamingos!
Various essential building projects continue this summer, including
plaster work in the front foyer, fixing the Tower Roof, and installing a new
A/C unit in the Food Pantry. A big thank you to all the volunteers who
helped to organize the current space to make room for the changes!

Governing Board Meeting
The monthly Governing Board meetings are open to any
members and friends of First Church. The next meeting
will take place on zoom on the last Monday of the month:
Monday, September 28, at 6:30pm on zoom. If you would
like to attend, please contact Moderator-elect DeAnn
Clemons and Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akornfcc.
org to receive the meeting link.
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Volunteer In Our Garden
In keeping with the theme of the year 2020, summer in
the Feed My Sheep Garden has brought its fair share
of challenges. Crop after crop was lost to the seven
groundhogs that had taken up residence in the garden.
Three straight weeks of temperatures in the 90s and no
rain made germination difficult. The demolition of a
building across Market Street interrupted the peace and
quiet of early mornings in the garden. Challenging times
are an invitation to rely on each other for support, and
this is no exception. With the support of church staff, we
were able to hire a local professional to trap and remove
the pests from the garden. Water from our spigot saved
many crops when the rainwater catchment tank was bone
dry. The Feed My Sheep Garden was born from the hard
work and passion of First Church members, and it is this
same spirit that not only keeps the garden alive today but
helps it to thrive.

The Feed My Sheep Garden is always accepting volunteers
and we are strictly following all COVID-19 guidelines.
Masks are worn indoors and volunteers will never be
expected to work closer than 10 feet apart in the garden.
Gardening is a great way to stay active and engage with
others safely. If you are interested or have questions,
please reach out to me at sam@letsgrowakron.org
Submitted by: Sam Phillips, Garden Manager.

With the pests removed, new crops filling in gaps, and
the demolition across the street almost complete, I look
around the garden and feel blessed for what has grown
amidst the challenges. Jamie, a member of the Feed My
Sheep crew, called me over one day and pointed to the
okra plants with full, green leaves and beautiful flowers.
She reminded me that, just a few short weeks ago, we
arrived in the morning to find that the groundhogs had
helped themselves to three beds of okra seedlings. Two of
the beds were a total loss, but the third still had a chance.
We put up a temporary fence to protect it, pruned off the
damage, and sent the seedlings love. Today, you would
never know that these plants had suffered so much so
early on. With protection, care, and healing, they are as
beautiful and bountiful as we ever could’ve hoped. Jamie
knows from her own experiences that, whether it’s people
or plants, the simple act of believing in someone and not
giving up on them can be the fertile soil that germinates
change.
Speaking of change, our composting system is getting a
face-lift. The previous wooden bin system was wearing
down after many years of use, and groundhogs had
made dens under the stationary bins. The old wood was
removed, holes filled, and ground leveled in preparation
for the new modular composting system. A simple bin
made of a pallet and a circle of woven wire fencing will
enable us to flip the contents as many times as we need to
in the composting process, and these bins are easily moved
to prevent groundhog infestations. Please visit the garden
if you have questions about how to set up a simple home
composting system to reclaim your food and yard waste.
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In Our Prayers

In Loving Memory

We offer daily prayers of thanksgiving for all who are struggling
in body, mind, or spirit each day. We pray especially for all
those around the world who are affected by the coronavirus;
those who are sick and those who care for them, those who
work tirelessly to provide treatment and vaccine. We give
thanks for our public officials and leaders, those who staff
hospitals and work in grocery stores, for first responders and
emergency service providers. Within our community we pray
for Betty S., Ed S., Jen M., Margaret P., Sean, Patty N., George
K., Art W., and Doug W.

We extend our prayers to the family of Helen Stilson, who
passed away into the next life on July 23, 2020. Helen and her
recently deceased husband, Jim, were both active members
of First Church. A memorial service for immediate family was
held at Billows on Monday, July 27, with Associate Minister
Antigoné officiating.

If you would like a name added to our prayer list, please email kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org or speak with a pastor.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of
Mary Hartz, who passed away into the next life on July 24,
2020. Mary, along with her husband, Roy, have been members
of First Church since 1983. Pastor Nanette officiated a private
celebration of her life at Camp Y-Noah on Saturday, August
22.
On Friday, August 7, Stella Weigand unexpectedly passed from
this life to the next. Stella has been a friend of First Church’s
for more than a decade and we join Jay Hershey in mourning
her loss and celebrating her life.

Congratulations!
Please join us in celebrating the birth of Elis Anne Dobbertin,
born on August 1, 2020. Sarah Vradenburg is her proud
grandma (parents, Sarah’s daughter, Emma Rowland
Dobbertin and Joey Dobbertin of Lakewood, OH.) Elis has a
big sister, Lena Marie.

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives
Over the years, First Church has published many recipe
books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the archive
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

Pasta Salad

Submitted by Ginny Hershey
Ingredients:
1 package of thin spaghetti
1 green pepper, diced
1 small onion chopped,
1 small cabbage head, shredded
salt and pepper
1 jar (16 oz.) of Marzetti salad dressing
Grated Parmesan cheese

Thank you
To my First Church family Thank you so much for the outpouring expressions of
sympathy, the cards and prayers, the show of love and support
you have given me during this time of grief. To those of you
who were able to attend the calling hours and Stella’s funeral
service, your presence was a great comfort to me and my
family. The meal train has been a great help; the portions so
generous. Once again, First Church has sustained me during
a most difficult time. I am most appreciative of all that the
First Church family has done for me.
Jay Hershey

To my First Church family Susan and I are so grateful to First Church. Thank you for the
beautiful cards and the donations you made on behalf of our
parents Kathy & Ed Berg. We as a family have appreciated all
the love and support you have provided us and laughs and
tears you have shared with us over the years. Thank you for
continuing to lift Susan and me up as we adjust to a world
without the physical presence of our parents. You hold a
special place in our heart and we are so grateful to First
Church.
Theresa (Berg) Arist & Susan Berg Herman

Directions:

Dear First Church,

Break spaghetti into 2-inch pieces and
cook according to package directions.
Rinse in cold water and drain. Add cabbage,
green pepper, and onion. Mix in half of the slaw
dressing. Add salt and pepper to taste. Sprinkle on cheese
generously. Cover and refrigerate overnight. Before
serving, add remaining slaw dressing and more cheese,if
desired.

On behalf of the members of the Akron Board of Education, I
would like to thank you for your generous donation.
Your donation will be used by Project Rise in support of
printing street cards.
Support such as yours enhances the education of our students
and we thank you for making a difference. We are honored
that you have chosen to support the Akron Public Schools.
Sincerely, Ryan Pendleton, CFO Treasurer, Akron Board of Education
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Stewardship/Finance Report (unaudited)
Actual Thru May, 2020

INCOME
Pledge Income
Non-pledge Income
Grant Income
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Endowment, Sprowls Trust, Pollock
Rental and Food Service Income
Other Income
TOTAL
EXPENSES
Personnel
Admin and Mktg
Membership Board
Governing Board
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Congregational Care
Music
Fellowship Team
Christian Education
Development Team
Food Service Expense
Property Expese

TOTAL

Net Income/Loss

YTD Budget

Percent to
Budget YTD

May

YTD

$16,811
$6,783
$0
$11,946
$216
$48,533
$90
-$11,603
$72,777

$85,940
$28,462
$7,500
$23,308
$12,037
$241,316
$5,631
-$1,709
$402,486

$93,752
$27,081
$0
$12,625
$1,825
$245,226
$14,783
$7,454
$402,746

184.6%
659.6%
98.4%
38.1%
-22.9%
99.9%

$50,602
$5,667
$30
$0
$3,278
$26,191
$1,490
$3,013
$0
$570
$0
$152
$46,296
$137,290

$185,249
$20,153
$913
$40
$15,936
$29,577
$3,455
$10,408
$51
$2,952
$0
$6,403
$142,768
$417,905

$205,279
$18,225
$1,150
$3,000
$15,000
$22,725
$3,175
$14,242
$100
$2,630
$500
$8,485
$157,113
$451,624

90.2%
110.6%
79.4%
1.3%
106.2%
130.2%
108.8%
73.1%
50.6%
112.2%
0.0%
75.5%
90.9%
92.5%

-$64,514

-$15,419

-$48,878

31.5%

91.7%
105.1%

Save Your Acme Receipts!
It’s is Acme Cashback time again, so start saving your Acme
receipts! We welcome you mail them to the church office at
292 E market Street, Akron, 44308, or when we reopen for in
person worship, please drop them off in the office. After the
Cashback period ends, the receipts are submitted to Acme,
who will then make a donation to First Church based on the
totals from the collected receipts. Every receipt counts – in
2019 we earned $579! Please contact janis.worley@akronfcc.
org if you have any questions.

Patio Pollinator Garden Project
The church patio at our Chapel entrance had a wonderful
makeover this past fall, including laying new concrete,
renovating benches, and adding a bicycle rack. Now we
can support the environment and our Feed My Sheep
vegetable garden with a newly envisioned pollinator
garden alongside our patio. If you are interested in
donating plants either through a purchase or as you split
plants in your garden this autumn, or if you are able to
spend a little time doing some planting in this area, please
contact project coordinator, Sarah Vradenburg.
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292 East Market St.
Akron, OH 44308
Rooted in Christ • Fostering Justice • Celebrating Diversity

Now Streaming

Sunday Worship Services

JOIN WORSHIP FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!
At 9:30am on Sundays join us for zoom worship. Register
to attend at https://bit.ly/AkronFirstChurch or watch live
on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron.

Midweek Time of Prayer and Reflection

Wednesdays at noon, Pastor Nanette and Pastor Antigoné
will be live on www.akronfcc.org/live or www.facebook.
com/FCCofAkron for a time to center and reflect.

Annual Meeting 2020
Will be held on Sunday, September 13, 2020, at 11:30am.
Please regsiter in advance. Internet users can register at
https://bit.ly/FirstChurchAnnualMtg and those who will
be dialing in without internet should please contact Kasey
Kalchert (330.253.5109 x112). Please contact the church
office or Moderator Larry Becker for more information or
with any questions in advance of the meeting.
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