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Dear Beloved,
This year offers me my first opportunity to vote in a general election since Steven and I became citizens in March 2018. While
the month begins with the elections and ends with Thanksgiving, my newfound privilege and responsibility leads me to begin
with thanksgiving and I believe we all should!
Let’s begin with thanksgiving because doing so implies that we have grounded ourselves in a knowledge that we are blessed by
God, chosen by God, and are loved by God. Rooting ourselves in gratitude for all that God has done and is doing in and through
us allows us to transcend the storms that may seem to rage around us. Gratitude has a power all it’s own especially when we
understand it in the spiritual sense. When we know that and allow ourselves to feel it, no one can take it from us. No worldly
circumstance can rob us of what we have to be grateful for in Jesus Christ.
Over and over again the wisdom of the Spirit and those who penned our scriptures reminds us to give thanks - to have an
attitude of gratitude! I believe they are reminding us of the power of gratitude and the role it has in bringing us peace.
In Colossians 3, Paul reminds his followers to “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” How you might ask? Paul follows up
quickly in the sentences following with three bold and straightforward reminders to be thankful. Three reminders in as many
sentences! Paul knows that gratitude orients our lives towards peace and stillnes, toward contentment.
Embracing gratitude in God is akin to the parable of building our house on solid rock. It’s a way that we root ourselves in the
constancy and solidity of God’s grace and love. Then we are not shaken by the winds of the moment, by the weather of the day.
We are able also to know that our security rests not in our own energy, determination, or will but ultimately in God’s blessing
and provision which is like a bedrock.
Gratitude is our response to God’s blessing of each new day and of each and every aspect of our life within it. So let’s begin the
month of November with gratitude, giving thanks for the privilege and responsibility of participating in our democracy. May
the thanksgiving Spirit guide us too, each day, to embrace the peace of Christ as we live solely for the glory of God.
Blessings,

Associate Minister Update

Designate Wisely

Since 2017, I have been in the process of discerning and
pursuing God’s call upon my life for ordained ministry
as a Member-in-Discernment. This process has given me
an opportunity to engage more deeply in disciplines of
discernment with the local church, Association, and wider
UCC church body, while also learning more about myself.
Having grown up in a Christian tradition that did not
ordain nor affirm women as ministers, my journey toward
ordination over last three years has both strengthened my
call to ministry and assured me that I am doing exactly
what God has called me to do with my life.

For many people, starting a new job comes with lots
of paperwork, among which could be the possibility
of enrolling in a life insurance program. You may
have invested in life insurance to protect your family
or children, or you may have been convinced by Alex
Trebek or other TV personalities to open your own life
insurance program. Regardless of how you got there,
one key element to life insurance is the designation of a
beneficiary – or in other words, naming who will get the
money when you pass. When you are single, you may have
designated a family member or close friend. If married or
in a serious relationship, you may have designated your
spouse/partner, or possibly your children. As life moves
on, so do other people’s lives. The person you designated
may have since passed away, they may not have a need for
the money, or they may not be in your life for whatever
reason. It is important that every few years you check with
your insurance company to review who you have selected
as your beneficiary to make sure things are correct.

The United Church of Christ contends that “in ordination,
the individual makes a lifetime commitment to God
in Jesus Christ and to the Church, relying on the Holy
Spirit.” Having fulfilled the necessary requirements
for ordination, I am thrilled to share all of the joys of
this celebration with my First Church family and invite
your prayers for my ordination service which will take
place on Sunday, November 15 at 2pm. The event will be
livestreamed and you are invited to attend from afar!
Submitted by Antigoné Lowery, Assoicate Minister

Serving in 2020-2021
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to serve in
a leadership capacity on one of our boards, committees,
and minstry teams. We’re so grateful for all that you do.

Church Officers
DeAnn Clemons, Moderator
Jim Gartner, Vice Moderator
Jen Kowalski, Secretary
Karen Richter, Treasurer

Governing Board At Large Members
Ruth Ann Allison, Larry Becker, and Courtney Zimmerman

Buildings & Grounds Board
Todd Brown, Denny Conrad (chair), Jake Cook, Judy
Nicely, Kathy Petsko, and Eric Roberts

Human Resources Board
Julie Brandy, Vickie Kucheman, Cal Robertson, Martha
Vye, Victoria White, and Sue Yoder (chair)

Membership Board
Chris Becker (chair), Amanda Cole, Amber Cullen, Toby
Liechty-Clifford, and Keith Liechty-Clifford

Nominating Board
Nancy Jenkins, Pat McKay, and Kellie Ramirez

Stewardship & Finance Board
Mark Hornak, Jay Hultz, Kevin Kowalski (co-chair), Bob
Renner (co-chair), Sarah Vradenburg, and Cheri Xeros. In
addition, Curt Clemons is serving as Assistant Treasurer.

If you don’t have immediate family with a need for the
proceeds from your policy, one easy way of making
a planned gift is to designate an organization as your
beneficiary. It’s simple to set up, and could make all the
difference to the benefitting organization. Even better,
talk to the organization of your choice, and work out
beforehand how you would like the money to be spent.
If you would like to designate First Church as your
beneficiary, please contact Janis Worley at janis.worley@
akronfcc.org to learn more about the process. Remember,
anyone can be a philanthropist!

Why Go To Church?
A churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper
and complained that it made no sense to go to church
every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and
in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons.
But for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of
them. So, I think l’m wasting my time and the preachers
are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”
This started a controversy in the “Letters to the Editor”
column, to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher:
“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife
has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I
cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those
meals but I do know this: They all nourished me and gave
me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not
given me these meals, I would be physically dead today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I
would be spiritually dead today!”
Sourced via Grand Blanc Church of Christ, Grand Blanc, MI
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All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 1, 9:30am
A special service celebrating All Saints Sunday will be held
online at 9:30am on Sunday, November 1. This service will
be a meaningful celebration of those who are precious in
our lives and our world. This service will also feature the
hymn Sunset of the Year, treasured by many long-time First
Church members. Please gather some candles together to
use during the service as we each remember the saints of
our lives and lift prayers of celebration and gratitude.
If you haven’t already, please register at https://bit.ly/
AkronFirstChurch or watch live on www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron.

Thanksgiving Sunday
Sunday, November 22
Celebrate Thanksgiving and give thanks for all your
blessings with your First Church family on Sunday,
November 22 during worship. While we won’t be hosting
our traditional dinner this year due to the pandemic, we’re
still grateful for everyone in our community that breathes
life into our vital ministries.
We’re also thankful to celebrate another Joining Sunday
this day, to welcome new members into the congregation.
Be sure to join us on https://bit.ly/AkronFirstChurch or
watch live on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron.

Inquirer’s Gatherings
Would you like to learn more about First Church and our
branch of the Christian faith tradition? We’re hosting
Inquirer’s Gatherings remotely this fall for all who are
interested in learning more about our history and vision.
Please join us on zoom on Sunday, November 8 from 6-7pm.
To register, please contact Kasey Kalchert (kasey.kalchert@
akronfcc.org / 330.253.5109 ext 112).
Joining Sunday will be held on Sunday, November 22 during
worship. Please worship with us as we welcome our new
members.

This service will no longer have a Loyalty campaign piece
because, at the recommendation of the Stewardship &
Finance and Governing Boards, the congregation has
shifted its fiscal year from calendar to program, running
from June 1 until May 31 of the following year.

Ordination Service
Sunday, November 15, at 2pm
We invite all First Church
family and friends to join us
on Sunday, November 15, to
celebrate Associate Minister
Antigoné Lowery’s ordination.
You can participate in the
service via livestream at www.
akronfcc.org/live
In our tradition, we believe
that all disciples are called
to ministry but some are set
aside for ordained ministry
- to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. Ordination is
conferred by the gathered church - the whole association
of sister churches - upon those who are endorsed by their
local church and pastor as gifted for ordained ministry,
who are then trained and, once proficient, ordained.
An ordination is a once in a lifetime event that celebrates
an individual stepping into a new vocation and accepting
a mantle of service and responsibility. Pastor Antigoné’s
process has brought her from the New York Association with
her move to Akron, into our Living Water Association of the
United Church of Christ so now we have the privilege of being
the church that endorses her on this final step of her journey.
We know that Pastor Antigoné has already responded to God’s
call to ministry and she lives into her vocation both here with
us and with the Army Reserve where she serves as a Chaplain.
Her service will be hosted by First Church and also led by Rev.
Nayiri Karjian of the Living Water Association and feature
representation from the office within the United Church of
Christ that oversees all military chaplains.
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The Signal Tree District of the Great Trail Council of the
Boy Scouts of America donated food items to benefit
the children of Mason CLC (above). Marsha McGregor
(below) has been hard at work organizing the Pots and
Pans Ministry to give to requesting clients during Food
Pantry distribution. Thank you so much!

In October, we were able to serve the Foster
Grandparents again with a drive-thru style luncheon.
The new electronic sign was installed on Monday,
October 19 - it can be seen from East Market Street,
when you drive past the church.

The new pollinator garden has been installed in front,
by the Chapel to benefit not only the Feed My Sheep
Garden, but our local environment as well. Thank you
for your donations of plants - and a special shout out
to Sarah Vradenburg, Darren Baker-Jones, and Pastor
Nanette for planting!
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Trivia Youth Night
The November Youth Night will be held on Friday,
November 20 from 6pm-7pm. This event will take place
online on zoom and will be a fun opportunity for middle
school and high school youth to gather to connect and
fellowship with one another. This month’s event will be a
Trivia Night and will feature trivia from a number of fun
and silly topics! To RSVP and receive a zoom meeting link to
the event, please send an email to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org by 5pm on Thursday, November
19. We hope to see you there!

Time with Tots Gathering
Time with Tots will gather online again on Saturday,
November 14 from 8am-9am. These monthly gatherings
are a wonderful opportunity for parents and guardians
with toddler-aged children to connect and fellowship with
one another alongside their children. To RSVP and receive
a zoom meeting link to the gathering, please send an email
to Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org by 4pm
on Friday, November 13. We hope to see you there!

Youth Confirmation Program
Starting in January 2021, Confirmation programming
will be offered to all high school youth at First Church.
This will be a series of classes and faith experiences
where each teen will be encouraged to explore their
faith more intentionally, learn more about Christianity
and the church, and deepen their relationship with God
and others. Like with Baptism, Confirmation signals
an intention to engage in a lifelong journey of faith and
become a full member of the church. Confirmation is
also an experiential and relationship experience and will
require a full commitment from each participant.

Community Roundtable
The Community Roundtable will be a series of three
Wednesday evening zoom conversations. We’ll tap into
speakers who are already knowledgeable about the
community and connect with those who are already
working in our community. There will be plenty of time
for questions.
You can register at https://bit.ly/Community-Roundtable
today! Be prepared to join us on November 4, 11, and 18
from 7 – 8:30pm on zoom.
This event is open to the greater Akron community – so
please invite your friends and neighbors to register!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
History of the Community & City| November 4, 2020
Jason Segedy, Director of
Development, City of Akron

Planning

and

Urban

Lauren Green-Hull, Associate Director, Fair Housing
Contact Service
Supporting Communities & Neighborhood| November
11, 2020
Ray Greene, Jr., Executive Director, BLOC, in affiliation
with The W.O.M.B.
Joe Tucker, Executive Director, South Street Ministries
Building Sustainable Community| November 18, 2020
Marissa Little, Neighborhood Revitalization Coordinator,
Habitat for Humanity
Lisa Nunn, Executive Director, Let’s Grow Akron

For those teens who wish to participate in the Confirmation
program, sign-up forms will be available on the First
Church website and will be mailed directly to each teen.
Once completed, the forms can be mailed directly to the
church (292 E. Market Street, Akron, 44308) or emailed to
Pastor Antigoné at antigone.lowery@akronfcc.org no later
than Friday, December 4. An Orientation meeting will be
held online for each teen who signs up, along with their
parents/guardians on Sunday, December 6 from 1:302:30pm. We hope that your teen will prayerfully consider
joining us on this Confirmation journey!
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Advent Begins on Sun., Nov. 29

Advent Devotional Resources

Advent is a season in the church’s liturgical year. It comes
around every year and spans the four Sundays before
Christmas eve. Advent is more than a season though...
Advent is an opportunity to look to the deeper meaning of
our Christmas celebration and to stir in us, once again, a
yearning not only for the babe of Bethlehem but the living
Christ who promised to return again in the hearts and
minds of believers through the ages and once again, at the
end of the age.

The Advent season is a wonderful time to prepare our hearts
for the coming of Christ. This year our Prepare, Ponder,
Pray, Praise and Proclaim series will be accompanied by
a companion devotional booklet that the church will
circulate to all members. If you are a friend of the church
and would like to receive a copy, please don’t hesistate
to contact Kasey Kalchert (kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org /
330.253.5109 ext 112). We’d be glad to mail you a copy of Reed
Lessing’s Prepare Ye! Devotions for Advent.

Adven is the time of year and also the place in our spiritual
journey where we take note of our yearning for more. More
of God’s grace, more of God’s righteousness for all people,
more of Chrit’s humility, more of the Spirit’s renewal and
life.

For our LGBTQ+ members and friends, we recommend
For Another Flock: Daily Advent and Christmas Meditations for
Gay & Lesbian Christians by Jeffrey R. Lea (disclaimer, this
book was written in 2005 and does not explicitly include
language for queer or transgender individuals).

Traditionally the week’s of Advent have focused on love,
peace, joy, and hope. This year at First Church though we
will be using the themes of Prepare, Ponder, Pray, Praise
and on Christmas eve, Proclaim.

Families with young children might want something
tailored to their needs. We recommend The Wonder of the
Greatest Gift: An Interactive Family Celebration of Advent by
Laura Richie.

We invite you to join us as we open our hearts once again
to the mystery of God’s presence, life, and love being born
into our hearts and world.

Whatever book you or your family may decide to study
together, we pray that it will encourage you on your
spiritual journey this Advent season!

Come and worship with your church family on Sundays
as we ground ourselves in a word of encouragement, a
message of hope, and a time of reflection. Come study
and discuss with your church family on Wednesdays as we
enrich our faith journey’s together. Find new meaning in
the Advent and Christmas season this year as make room
for everlasting love and joy!

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives
Over the years, First Church has published many recipe
books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the archive
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

Chocolate Canal Mud Pie
Submitted by Sue Tolley
Ingredients:
3 eggs
2/3 cup of sugar
1/2 teaspoon of salt
1/3 cup of butter
1 cup of light corn syrup
2 tablespoons of brandy
2 cups of pecan halves
1 1/2 cups of semi-sweet chocolate
chips
Single-crust pie pastry
Chocolate sauce
Whipped cream
Directions:

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a large mixing bowl,
beat together eggs, sugar, salt, butter, syrup, and brandy.
Stir in the nuts and chocolate chips. Pour mixture into
a pastry-lined pie pan and bake for 50 minutes or until
filling is set and pastry is lightly browned. Cool. To serve,
top with chocolate sauce and whipped cream.
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Garden Harvest
With the first frost already behind us, the end of the 2020
growing season is near. Tomatoes, eggplants, and peppers
have been taken down, tools are being cleaned and put
away for the winter, and next summer’s garlic crop has
been planted. Although the summer crops are finished,
we are still harvesting cold hardy crops like radishes,
lettuces, beets, peas, and more.
This growing season brought many challenges and
many successes. Despite losing many crops to a colony
of groundhogs early in the year, the garden recovered
beautifully and I am pleased to report that at the time
of this writing, the 2020 garden yield is 1,766 pounds
- surpassing the 2019 total. This produce has been
distributed to our neighbors at the Feeding Hope Food
Pantry and the Summit Lake Neighborhood Farmers’
Market. Thanks to an incredible team of volunteers,
we were able to adapt our 2020 Plant Sale to meet
CDC guidelines and raise over $6,000 for Let’s Grow
Akron and the Feed My Sheep Garden. Our composting
infrastructure got a face lift, enabling us to produce
higher quality compost more efficiently. The new
strawberry planters that were established in the spring
are thriving. Trees that were shading out the garden have
been removed, trimmed, and chipped, thanks to the
generosity and hard work of Todd Brown.
On behalf of the Feed My Sheep garden crew, I offer
thanks to all of our garden volunteers and supporters:
Todd, Nanci, Laura, Samara, Sarah, Judy, Debra, Theresa,
Renee, Helen, Ron, Beth, Suzanne, Sebastian, Abigail,
and First Church staff and members. We cannot do this
essential work without you!
In these uncertain times, I find comfort in tucking a
garlic clove into the ground and knowing that, come what
may, nature will take its course and I will find a full head
of garlic in its place next year. Come what may, we can
always grow food for our neighbors and give back to the
earth. I hope you will join us in doing so next year. Thank
you for a great season!
Submitted by Sam Phillips, Garden Manager

Feeding Hope in Wintertime
With the risk of COVID-19 exposure
remaining high and the cold weather
months fast approaching, the Feeding
Hope Food Pantry is changing from
a choice-model to pre-packed bags
only starting in November on Tuesday
mornings with service only from 9:3010:30am. Canned and boxed food as well as produce,
meat, dairy, and bakery items will be pre-packaged and
distributed according to family size.
Patrons arriving by car will remain in their vehicles and
volunteers will place food items in their trunk. Patrons
arriving on foot will also receive pre-packed items and will
be encouraged to avail themselves of the free Doordash
delivery system offered by United Way through 2-1-1.
First Church will begin actively seeking volunteers from
the community for distribution and also pre-packing on
Monday evenings from 5:30-7pm. Please help us spread
the word and contact Clay and Deb Canfield at food.
pantry@akronfcc.org with questions or to sign up.

Food Pantry Needs
If you would like to donate to the Feeding Hope Food Pantry,
it is in need of bar soap and toothpaste. Please contact
Kasey Kalchert (kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org/ 330.253.5109
ext 112) to schedule the donation drop-off. Thank you!
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Pandemic Pressure Check

Get Your Flu Shot!

We’re living through a weird time right now and it’s not
uncommon to be feeling stressed or anxious, especially
during a pandemic. According to the CDC website, “fear
and anxiety about a new disease and what could happen
can be overwhelming and cause strong emotions in
adults and children. Public health actions, such as social
distancing, can make people feel isolated and lonely and
can increase stress and anxiety. However, these actions are
necessary to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Coping with
stress in a healthy way will make you, the people you care
about, and your community stronger.” (https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/managingstress-anxiety.html)

Flu season has arrived, and getting vaccinated early is
important to make sure you are protected. The influenza
vaccine is recommended for everyone over the age of
7, but is especially important for people who are are 65
or older. People with certain conditions and those who
care for the elderly or others are at higher risk for serious
complications. Consider getting your flu shot at Sand Run
Pharmacy!

It’s important to take care of your mental health and check
in with your emotions. There are a few things that you can
incorporate into your daily routine to help with self-care:
•

Take deep breaths, stretch, or meditate.

•

Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals.

•

Exercise regularly.

•

Get plenty of sleep.

•

Make time to unwind. Try to do some other activities
you enjoy.

•

Connect with others. Video chat and phone calls are a
great way to connect.

•

Connect with your community and First Church with
online services, faith enrichment meetings and more.
Please visit the website (www.akronfcc.org) or call the
church office for available volunteer opportunities.
All volunteer opportunities are in compliance with
national and state health guidelines to prevent the
spread of the virus.

Knowing the facts about COVID-19 and stopping the
spread of rumors can help reduce stress and stigma.
Understanding the risk to yourself and people you care
about can help you connect with others and make an
outbreak less stressful. Look for news from sources you
trust and do your own research. That being said, it’s also
important to take breaks from the news if you find it
affecting your mental health.
Protecting your family and yourself from the virus can be
done with the simple acts of washing your hands, wearing
a mask to cover your nose and mouth, avoiding close
contact with others, maintaining at least 6 feet between
people in public spaces and getting a flu shot this season.
More tips and information are available online at www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html. If you need
to get in contact with your pastors, please do not hesitate
to contact the church office at 330.253.5109 to make an
appointment. Your church family is here for you.

Sand Run Pharmacy accepts most major insurances and
can offer affordable prices for those whose insurance does
not cover the vaccine. Walk ins are welcome! If you have any
questions, please call Sand Run Pharmacy at 330.864.2138
or visit www.sandrunpharmacy.com/vaccinations/ for
more information!

Smartphone Apps to Know
New smartphone apps are added daily, and it is almost
impossible to keep up with them all. Each month we will
highlight an app or two that may be useful for you!
Snug Safety – Do you have a friend or family member that
lives alone? In our COVID world right now, it’s hard to
drop in and check on people without risking infection.
The Snug Safety app is free, and will check in on you at a
time of day you select. You press the green check mark on
the app and receive an inspirational quote for the day. If
you fail to check in, your emergency contacts are notified.
LastPass - Weak passwords are becoming an issue. Over
17% of consumers use 123456 as their password—the most
popular password today. LastPass will not only store
your passwords safely, but it will help to auto-generate
stronger passwords for you. In addition, the LastPass
Security Challenge is a password audit that checks the
strength of your existing passwords. By clicking “Show
My Score,” LastPass will review all the passwords saved in
your LastPass account, and provide a cumulative score
and highlight passwords that need to be changed. LastPass
also offers browser extensions for Chrome, Safari,
FireFox, Edge, and Opera. These browsers extensions
are offered in addition to the Mac app and Windows app.
With a browser extension installed, you can access a saved
password and add new online account information into
your encrypted vault. LastPass offers a free version, as well
as paid upgrades.
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What Does “Welcome” Mean?
PASTOR NANETTE ON OUR LGBTQ+ WELCOME

It is a welcome that doesn’t bait and switch, welcoming
LGBTQ+ persons while rejecting or judging a core part of
their identity and personhood.

Our church intentionally and joyfully elected to become
“Open and Affirming” in 2016. While, for generations, we
have offered an inclusive welcome to LGBTQ+ members
as part of the church family, we decided to embark on
a deliberate process that involved deep discussions
about the scriptures, Christian tradition, privilege, and
prejudice, in order to become Open and Affirming. Why
and why now?

We sincerely offer a welcome that invites everyone to
the table so that we might journey and be transformed
together as followers of the way of Jesus, as spiritual
travelers on the road of life. This is our welcome…

Since marriage equality was achieved in Massachusetts
in 2005, society in general has increasingly become more
open to LGBTQ+ persons and a number of churches
have started proclaiming that “all are welcome.” The
unfortunate truth is that in some communities, not all are
equally welcome.

We welcome people of every race, age, nationality, gender
identity and expression, sexual orientation, family circumstance,
socio-economic status, physical and mental ability, or spiritual
background. We invite all who are seeking God’s presence in
their lives to participate fully in our church life, ministry, and
leadership.

It is therefore important that we are clear about the kind
of welcome we offer.
When I, as pastor, pray and study scripture, and as I seek
to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ, I am convicted time
and again that the church is called to the margins, to stand
alongside those who are oppressed and persecuted, and to
affirm the dignity and worth of every person as a beloved
child of God.
I believe we are called to question and unhinge the status
quo that has been weaving itself through our society for
generations, giving greater value to some, whether they
are straight, or lighter-skinned, or more educated, or
male. This is hardly the will or the value system of God.
This is a part of our human condition – what the church
has traditionally called sin, that causes separation and pain
in relationship with God, self, and others, individually and
systemically.

First Congregational Church of Akron unconditionally affirms all
people as we live out our call to follow Jesus Christ and his teaching
of inclusive love.

We strive to be a safe place, free from the fear of judgment, where
wounds can heal, differences are cherished, and inclusivity is
intentional. We commit ourselves to the struggle against injustice,
discrimination, violence, and hatred, in order to foster a world of
peace and wholeness.
God loves you. Christ invites you. We embrace and celebrate you.
I pray that we would always continue to live more fully
into our welcome, extending to one another the grace and
love that we have found in this spiritual home.
Submitted by Reverend Nanette Pitt, Senior Minister

As we break free from conforming to this world to instead
be, as Paul encourages us in Romans 12:2, “transformed by
the renewing of your minds,” we can find ourselves free
to recognize that decency and morality are not linked to
sexual orientation and gender expression in the way the
church has traditionally taught. We are able to affirm
that God’s diverse creation includes a broader swath of
identities than narrow traditional categories permitted.
We are able to affirm that same-gender couples have as
much integrity in their relationships as others. This is the
welcome God calls us to embrace. This is the affirmation.
At First Church we therefore offer a welcome that
doesn’t “love the sinner and hate the sin” (as if loving
relationships can be sinful!) but rather is willing to ask the
difficult questions about our faith tradition and our own
willingness to really listen to God’s still-speaking voice in
our midst today.
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Earth Friendly Idea
One of the most convenient things for food storage are the
plastic Tupperware containers, right? However, they are
not the most healthy of options - for you or the Earth!
What can we do? It’s advisable to ditch - or recycle - the
plasticware altogether! Instead, consider glassware. Not
only is it also a recyclable and reusable material, it has the
same effectiveness as plastic to keep foods fresh without
the chemical woes.

First Church is on social media! You can follow us on
Instagram (@firstchurchakron) or Twitter (@1stChurchAkron)
or on Facebook (www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron). Be sure
to check out our posts about special events, announcements
and more!

Here are some alternatives to plastic in the kitchen:
1.

Get Social

Mason jars / glass pyrex

2. Beeswax wraps - and these are
reusable!

Church Directory

3. Reusable snack and sandwich bags
4. Stainless steel alternatives
What are some ways that you can reduce your plastic
footprint?

Have you used the online church directory? You can
access it anytime or learn more about it, just visit http://
www.akronfcc.org/connect/directory/.

Stewardship/Finance Report (unaudited)
Actual Thru September, 2020
September
INCOME
Pledge Income
Non-pledge Income
Grant Income
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Endowment, Sprowls Trust, Pollock
Rental and Food Service Income
Other Income

YTD Budget

Percent to Budget
YTD

TOTAL

$11,882
$6,934
$2,500
$1,337
$125
$51,641
$828
$10
$75,257

$55,423
$24,634
$6,500
$7,840
$1,068
$187,232
$2,999
$24,018
$309,715

$62,081
$20,000
$26,000
$10,591
$2,665
$197,099
$1,333
$4,617
$324,386

89.3%
123.2%
25.0%
74.0%
40.1%
95.0%
224.9%
520.2%
95.5%

TOTAL

$36,159
$5,710
$0
$598
$2,664
$1,865
$132
$200
$0
$70
$0
$178
$17,688
$65,264

$140,319
$9,884
$0
$5,048
$5,053
$4,916
$319
$2,170
$0
$70
$0
$326
$83,278
$251,382

$167,689
$16,602
$553
$5,333
$14,000
$9,614
$2,077
$8,283
$180
$2,846
$200
$833
$97,365
$325,575

83.7%
59.5%
0.0%
94.6%
36.1%
51.1%
15.4%
26.2%
0.0%
2.5%
0.0%
39.1%
85.5%
77.2%

$9,993

$58,333

-$1,190

-4903.6%

EXPENSES
Personnel
Admin and Mktg
Membership Board
Governing Board
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Congregational Care
Music
Fellowship Team
Christian Education
Development Team
Food Service Expense
Property Expense

Net Income/Loss

September YTD
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In Our Prayers
Our thoughts and prayers are with all of those who are
struggling during the pandemic - whether it be mental,
emotional, physical, or financial. With over 225,000 lives lost
in the United States alone to COVID-19, we send prayers to
those around the globe who have lost a loved one. We pray
for our community leaders, our nation, and the world. We
give thanks for the sacrifices made by essential workers
including, healthcare workers, teachers and educators, and
all those on the frontline of public service. Within our church
family directly affected by COVID-19, we pray for Maggie and
Donald Grigsby and Tracey Lynn, wishing them a full and
speedy recovery. Other prayers in our community go out to
Mildred A., Barbara H., Jen M., Margaret P., Patty N., George
K., Art W., and Doug W. May God’s peace rest in your hearts.
If you would like a name added to our prayer list, please email kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org or speak with a pastor.

In Sympathy
We extend our prayers to the family of Lola Rothmann, who
passed away into the next life on September 17, 2020. Lola
has been a First Church member since 1957. A memorial
service was held at First Church on Saturday, October 17 for
immediate family, with Pastor Nanette officiating.
Our deepest sympathies are with Barbara Skidmore and her
family as they mourn the loss of Barbara’s granddaughter,
Jessica Beige. Jessica passed away on September 28. She was
27 years old.

Congratulations
Congratulations to John Keller and Joe Yacso, who were
united in marriage on October 10. The ceremony was held at
First Church, with close family in attendance and following
social-distance guidelines. Pastor Nanette officiated.
Please join us in celebrating the birth of Maya Rose Houghton
on October 10, 2020. She is the daughter of Andrew and
Holly Houghton. Chip and Linda Houghton are her proud
grandparents.
We send our most heartfelt congratulations to Tonya and
Tiffani Akers and their family with the announcement of the
offical adoption of Tamia, Xylaa, and Xyaire.

Who Can Access the Data?
Just about everyone has email passwords and social media
passwords to remember. But more frequently, the list of
needed passwords grows longer by the day – pin numbers,
passwords, security questions and more for the bank, for
payment sites like Paypal and Venmo, for games, apps,
and so much more. Keeping track of all the security data
can be challenging on your own, but what happens if you
were to pass away or become incapacitated? How will your
family or heirs be able to access your data and accounts?
To begin with, everyone should have a “data beneficiary”.
This person should be someone you can trust with access to
your accounts and information. Next, you need to clearly
record your user names, passwords and security question
answers for all of your accounts. You can simply make a
list on a piece of paper, or there are several password
apps that you can use to securely store this information
online or on your phone. Apps such as LastPass, Myki,
RoboForm and others have top ratings and are free. The
key to using a password security app is to make sure your
master login password is as strong as possible. If you
choose to use a password security manager, make sure
your data beneficiary is given the master password. If
you are keeping your list on paper or on a thumb drive,
make sure your beneficiary knows where to find it. But
most important of all, keep your password information
UP-TO-DATE! A list with expired information will do no
one any good, and if you’ve ever tried to recover your
own password think about how difficult it would be for
someone else to recover yours!

Many congratulations to Alex Speight and Katie Reed on their
marriage on October 17 in Wooster. Paula and Kevin Speight
are Alex’s parents.
Congratulations to Sarah and Andrew Courtney on the arrival
of their new daughter Annabelle Joy and a special shout out
to new big brother, Asher!
We send our warm wishes and blessings to Judy and Chuck
Mills in their new home in West Lafayette, Indiana, where
they will be able to enjoy more time close to family.
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Harvest Time Worship
All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 1, 9:30am
Join us for worship on zoom (register at https://bit.ly/
AkronFirstChurch) for a service to remember all those who
have touched our lives. More information on page 3.

Pastor Antigoné’s Ordination Sunday
Sunday, November 15, 2pm

Now Streaming

Sunday Worship Services

JOIN WORSHIP FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!
At 9:30am on Sundays join us for zoom worship. Register
to attend at https://bit.ly/AkronFirstChurch or watch live
on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron.

You’re invited to join the livestream of this special event.
More information on page 2.

Thanksgiving Sunday
Sunday, November 22, 9:30am
Together, we’ll gather online to give thanks for our church
family. More information on page 3.

Midweek Time of Prayer and Reflection

Wednesdays at noon, Pastor Nanette and Pastor Antigoné
will be live on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron for a time
to center and reflect.
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