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Dear Beloved,
Who would have thought it?! Ten months into a pandemic, in our lifetimes!
As fears of the silent contagion continue to nip at our heels, we enter the season of Advent with a renewed sense of
longing for the fulfillment of God’s promise, spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “Peace, peace, to the far and the near, says the
Lord; and I will heal them.” We know from the ache of isolation and our COVID-fatigue the need for hope and release.
Loved ones who suffer the brunt of the virus know the value of healing. We, the captives of social-distancing and maskwearing long for freedom!
As we wait in anticipation, as we prepare for the fullfilment of God’s promises, we have work to do. This waiting, this
preparing of the Advent season is not passive and in the midst of this pandemic we might consider what is and what
should be contagious.
Instead of fearing a contagious virus, this season invites us to become part of another contagion. While so much is thrown
off balance in our lives and in the world, we have the opportunity to step in and rampantly spread the love and the hope
of God’s unquenchable and unrelenting Good News!
We have the chance to claim the contagious nature of grace and goodwill and to spread these with abandon, even as
we restrict ourselves in other ways to keep our neighbors, our loved ones, and ourselves safe and healthy. This is an
undertaking of creativity, coming up with new (or perhaps old) ways of connecting with others. It’s a task of vulnerability
– being willing to step out and connect with others, revealing our own need for connection, and acknowledging through
empathy, the need others have for connection. A contagion always takes root in places of vulnerability. It assumes and
seeks out places of sensitivity, places that are defenseless, susceptible, where it can then take hold and create infection.
Advent invites us to lower our defenses, to open our hearts to God. Christmas reminds us that God shares our vulnerability
and is with us in Jesus Christ. And Epiphany celebrates the hope embodied in the Light of the World for all peoples
everywhere. May we allow ourselves to be infected by the hope of a God who loves and seeks to be with us and may we
share this contagious Good News!
Blessings,

Advent Worship – Prepare Ye!

Service of Hope and Healing

SUNDAYS, NOV. 29– DEC. 20, 9:30 and 11am

The days around the longest night, the winter solstice,
can be a time of introspection with the long nights and
extended time for reflection. For many it is a time filled
with nostalgia and melancholy as the holidays bring
memories of times gone by and of loved ones. Even the
simple passage of time can bring with it overwhelming joy
tinged by saddness. At the close of 2020, in particular, we
find we have need of a space that focuses on more than the
glitter and baubles and Christmas lights.

Ponder – Pray – Praise – Proclaim

The prophet Isaiah tell us: prepare ye the way of the Lord!
So that is what we do through this season of Advent as we
anticipate and prepare for the dawning of the light of the
world. First, we ponder, as Mary did. We pray, as Zechariah
did. We praise, as Elizabeth did, and we proclaim, as the
shepherds did. All these actions prepare us for the coming
of our Savior into our lives and into our world. With hearts,
souls and minds prepared for Christ, we will be ready to
receive the Good News this Christmas season!
Join us for our Advent sermon series of uplifting messages
as we prepare our hearts and lives for Christmas and the
promise of the Christ-child!
You can participate in Celebrate worship at 9:30am on
https://bit.ly/AkronFirstChurch or watch Festival worship
live on our website www.akronfcc.org/live at 11am. Both
services will livestream on Facebook www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron and be available there or on our website for
later viewing.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 16, 7pm

In Isaiah 57, the prophet speaks God’s promise: I will lead
them and repay them with comfort... Peace, peace, to the far and
the near, says the Lord; and I will heal them.
Join us online for this year’s Service of Hope and Healing.
The service provides a space of quiet reflection with prayer
and gentle music. A time when participants can simply be
present and find balance to the mad dash of the Christmas
rush or the encroaching fears of the pandemic as we focus
on God’s enduring promises. Join in live on Facebook or at
www.akronfcc.org/live
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Christmas Celebrations
Watch online services live on our website www.akronfcc.
org/live or on Facebook www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron.
They will also be available in both places for later viewing.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC SUNDAY
Sunday, December 20, 11am
ThisofChristmas
during worship, view the Meetinghouse decorated
Join us on the fourth Sunday
Advent forEve,
a special
Christmas Sunday celebration
through
music. in honor and in memory of loved ones. A list of the names
with
poinsettias

will be included in the online worship service. Pick-up for poinsettias is
available after December 14 and can be scheduled with Kasey Kalchert

FAMILY FESTIVAL WORSHIP

Thursday, December 24, 5pm
order and
yourmodern
flowers,
please submit your payment online at
A service filled with uplifting To
messages
music
forwww.akronfcc.org/donate
all young in age and the young
heart. can be mailed to the church office (292 E. Market Street,
oratchecks

Akron, 44308)
with “poinsettias”
the memo line. Poinsettias
$10 each.
Boxingare
Day
Trivia
SERVICE
OF LESSONS
ANDinCAROLS

Fellowship Fun

Please submit
the24,
names
and/orDEC.
remember
this season to Kasey
SATURDAY,
26, 6-7pm
Thursday,
December
8pm of those you would like to honor
A Kalchert
service filled
with
traditions
of
song
and
scripture
to
either by mail or at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org
or 330.253.5109
ext 112.
Join Pastor
Nanette and Steven
from their home via zoom
warm the heart. Have candles ready at home to light as we
for a Christmas Trivia fellowship event for all ages on
sing Silent Night to close the service together!
Boxing Day, Saturday December 26, from 6-7pm! In South
In memory of: ________________________________________________________________
Africa, this day is an extension of the Christmas holiday, a
CHRISTMAS MUSIC CONCERT
day filled with comfort, friends, family, and leftovers!
Thursday,
December
24,
10pm
In honor of: __________________________________________________________________
This year many will be isolated, if you are – come and find
A moving arrangement of seasonal music with some
community, join your church family online!
readings and a Christmas prayer to inspire and accompany
Register for the event by visiting https://bit.ly/CRSTTrivia.
Ordered
________________________________________Phone:______________________
you
either onby:
Christmas
Eve or on Christmas Day.
All are welcome!

This Christmas Eve, during worship, view the Meetinghouse decorated
with poinsettias in honor and in memory of loved ones. A list of the names
will be included in the online worship service. Pick-up for poinsettias is
available after December 14 and can be scheduled with Kasey Kalchert
To order your flowers, please submit your payment online at
www.akronfcc.org/donate or checks can be mailed to the church office (292
E. Market Street, Akron, 44308) with “poinsettias” in the memo line. Poinsettias are $10 each.
Please submit the names of those you would like to honor and/or remember this season to Kasey
Kalchert either by mail or at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 ext 112.
In memory of: ________________________________________________________________
In honor of: __________________________________________________________________
Ordered by: ________________________________________Phone:______________________
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Youth Nights Online
SCATTEGORIES YOUTH NIGHT

Youth Night will take place on Friday, December 18
from 6pm-7pm for all middle school and high school
youth on zoom. December’s Youth Night will feature the
ever-exciting game Scattegories, which can be played
individually or as a team. To RSVP and receive a zoom
meeting link to the event, please register here: https://bit.
ly/3pO8T0U. We hope to see you there!
NAME, PLACE, PERSON, THING YOUTH NIGHT
Mark your calendars for Youth Night on January 15 from
6pm-7pm. If you enjoy word association games, then you
will surely enjoy the hilariously fun game, Name, Place,
Person, Thing! Please register at https://bit.ly/3pO8T0U.
(Please note if you have registered for a previous Youth
Night, you do not need to register again!) You will receive
the meeting information in your email. We look forward
to seeing you there!

Time with Tots Gathering

Youth Confirmation Program
Starting in 2021, Confirmation programming will be
offered to all high school youth at First Church. This will be a
series of classes and faith experiences where each teen will
be encouraged to explore their faith more intentionally,
learn more about Christianity and the church, and deepen
their relationship with God and others. Like with Baptism,
Confirmation signals an intention to engage in a lifelong
journey of faith and become a full member of the church.
Confirmation is also an experiential and relationship
experience and will require a full commitment from each
participant.
For those teens who wish to participate in the Confirmation
program, sign-up forms will be available on the First
Church website through January. Once completed, the
forms can be mailed directly to 292 E. Market Street,
Akron, 44308 or emailed to Pastor Antigoné at antigone.
lowery@akronfcc.org. An Orientation meeting will be
held online for each teen who signs up, along with their
parents/guardians in the new year. We hope that your teen
will prayerfully consider joining us on this Confirmation
journey!

Mark your calendars for Time with Tots! The next two
Time with Tots gatherings will take place via Zoom on
Saturday, December 19 and on Saturday, January 9 from
8am-9am. These gatherings are an opportunity for
parents and guardians with young and toddler-aged
children to connect and fellowship with one another. To
RSVP and receive a zoom meeting link to the gathering,
please register at https://bit.ly/TimewithTots. Please note,
you only need to register for one. See you soon!
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Christmas Eve Candlelighting
One of the most treasured parts of our 8pm Service of
Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve is the ending with
the sharing of candle light as we sing Silent Night together.
We would like to include this special moment in our digital
service this year and we need your help to do it!
Please take either a video or photo of you and/or your
family holding a candle and send it to Kasey Kalchert
(kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org / 330.253.5109 ext 112) by the
end of day, Sunday, December 13. We will use these photos
in a montage as our soloists sing Silent Night.
Please follow these guidelines for your submissions:
Hold a lighted candle during the recording or as you take
the photo, any candle of any color will do just fine!
Please ensure you are choosing the landscape or horizontal
orientation for your phone or camera.
If you are sending a video, please record 20-30 seconds.

Special Christmas Offering 2020
This year in the midst of the pandemic, First Church
remains committed to supporting the learning and
growth of the students of Mason Community Learning
Center and so our Mason Ministry will, once again, be the
recipient of this year’s annual special Christmas Offering.

Our warmest congratulations to Reverend Antigoné
Lowery, Associate Minster, who was ordained into
Christian ministry by the Living Water Association of
the United Church of Christ at First Church on Sunday,
November 15. Thanks to all who gathered online!

First Church has been supporting Mason CLC for
eighteen years. Our outreach program has evolved into
a multifaceted community ministry. While the pandemic
caused us to change our plans from our annual Christmas
Sponsor-a-Family drive, the First Church community
donated 179 coats through the winter coat drive and
helped over 160 Mason families. A grand total of $3,335 was
donated and some of that money was spent on more winter
wear for additional families. In past years, First Church
has funded reading tutors, math tutoring for fourth grade
students and the purchase of school equipment including
Smart Boards and a Chromebook cart. This year, our
goal is to reserve funds received for future purchases of
instructional, educational, and/or computer programs
that will benefit the school and support teachers as they
try to engage students and families in online learning.
The expenditure of these funds will be determined by the
Mason CLC staff and administration.
Early in December, you will receive a Christmas Offering
letter and envelope for this specific contribution. Please
mail the envelope to the church office (292 E Market St.,
Akron 44308). Be sure to designate “Special Christmas
Offering” on your contribution check or envelope. You
can make an online contribution at www.akronfcc.org/
donate. Thank you for your continuing support of our
Mason Ministry and all of our outreach programs.
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Faith Formation Forum
Join us for an all-church forum on our children and youth
Faith Formation in 2021!

Epiphany Sunday
January 3, 2021, 9:30 and 11am
Join us online for the first worship service of the new
year as we celebrate the Light of the World! You can
participate in Celebrate worship at 9:30am on https://bit.
ly/AkronFirstChurch or watch Festival worship live on our
website www.akronfcc.org/live at 11am. Both services will
livestream on Facebook www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron
and be available there or on our website for later viewing.

MLK Celebration Sunday
January 17, 2021, 9:30 and 11am
Mark your calendars to celebrate this historic day with us.

First Church is committed to helping families find
meaningful ways to nurture their faith with their children
both within and outside of their homes, but we need
your help to do it! For this reason, we will host a virtual
faith formation forum at 2pm on Sunday, January 31. This
virtual gathering will provide a space for First Church to
thoughtfully consider the initiatives or approaches the
church might take to help enrich the faith formation of
our families with children.
Please register to attend at https://bit.ly/famfaithformation.
In the meantime, we encourage you to consider any
questions or ideas you may have so that we might discuss
them together during the forum. We hope to see you
there!

Saturday Morning Bible Study
Designed for those who identify with the masculine arc of
the gender spectrum, this study led by Steven Savides invites
participants to engage in interpretation of biblical texts as a
primary source of Christian theology. The group meets the
first and third Saturdays of each month on zoom, starting
at 8am. If you would like to attend, please contact Kasey
Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 ext
112 for access to the reading materials.

Coming Out Christian
Spread the word and join us as we rethink God’s love toward
LGBTQ+ Christians in this support group.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Join Rev. Antigoné on zoom for a 5-week study of Faith Gauge:
Examining our Faith through the Epistle of James, starting January
13 through February 10, from 10:45am-noon.
As one of the earliest letters to the church, James appealed
to his readers to consider how their faith in Christ was lived
out in their lives. Rather than letting their works guide their
faith, James appealed to his readers to let their faith guide
their works. This is a message that remains relevant to the
church today as we each seek to grow closer to God and to
one another.
To register for this faith enrichment study and receive the
zoom meeting link, please visit https://bit.ly/WedAMFE.

In a safe space, members of the LGBTQ+ community can
come together to explore Christianity and the possibility of
understanding faith in new ways as we reclaim and explore
our faith journeys. The group meets
every other Sunday on zoom. If you
would like to attend, please contact
Kasey Kalchert at kasey.kalchert@
akronfcc.org or 330.253.5109 ext 112

Wednesday Faith Enrichment
Join Pastor Nanette on Wednesday evenings in the new year
January 13 through February 10, from 7-8:30pm on zoom.
We’ll be exploring the last chapters of the book of Acts (the
first session will offer a refresher for those who studied the
earlier chapters last year and an update for newcomers). This
book lays out a vision of the beloved community, the church
that challenges and informs our practice of faith today.
To register for this faith enrichment study and receive the
zoom meeting link, please visit https://bit.ly/WedPMFE.
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Ecuador Scholarship Program

Welcome Our Newest Member!

2020 marks the final year
of our Ecuador Scholarship
Fund, which began with the
vision and passion of two
church members, Ageneta
and John Solomon, and
has touched many lives.
According to organizer José
Chávez, this year’s funds
will be benefit 22-year old
Nina Pacari Ramos Vinueza (pictured). Nina is studying
auditing and accounting at Northern Technical University,
Ibarra, Imbabura Province. She has just finished her 5th
level and will graduate in February 2022. As in the United
States, Nina has been attending classes virtually, which has
been challenging due to the unexpected technology and
internet needs. José shares that they have been grateful
for the support from First Church during these past years,
and appreciates all the blessings and prayers.

Rachel Pearson

Feeding Hope in Wintertime
With the risk of COVID-19 exposure
remaining high and the cold weather
months fast approaching, the Feeding
Hope Food Pantry is changing from
a choice-model to pre-packed bags
only starting in November on Tuesday
mornings with service only from 9:3010:30am. Canned and boxed food as well as produce,
meat, dairy, and bakery items will be pre-packaged and
distributed according to family size.
Patrons arriving by car will remain in their vehicles and
volunteers will place food items in their trunk. Patrons
arriving on foot will also receive pre-packed items and will
be encouraged to avail themselves of the free Doordash
delivery system offered by United Way through 2-1-1.
First Church is actively seeking volunteers from the
community for distribution and also pre-packing on
Monday evenings from 5:30-7pm. Please help us spread
the word and contact Clay and Deb Canfield at food.
pantry@akronfcc.org with questions or to sign up.

Kitchenware donation updates

Rachel began visiting about a
year ago and has been attending
regularly since she moved to
Akron after completing an active
duty contract with the U.S. Army
in July. She is now in her first year
of law school at the University
of Akron. What initially drew
Rachel to First Church was the
open and affirming mentality,
and the feeling that she never had to hide any part of
herself in order to feel fully welcome. It also doesn’t hurt
that her wife is Associate Minister, Rev. Antigoné Lowery!

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives
Over the years, First Church has published many recipe
books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the archive
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

Minty Melts

Submitted by Chris Becker
Ingredients:
2 egg whites
1/2 teaspoon of cream of tartar
1/4 teaspoon of salt
3/4 cup of sugar
1/2 teaspoon of vanilla
1/4 teaspoon of peppermint extract
6 ounces of chocolate chips
Green food coloring
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Beat egg
whites, salt, and cream of tartar until stiff.
Gradually add sugar while continuing to beat with mixer.
Add vanilla, peppermint and food coloring to a pastel
“minty”-looking green. Fold in chocolate chips. Drop
mixture by teaspoonful on greased cookie sheets. Put
cookies into the oven and turn off the heat. Leave in the
oven for at least 5 hours, or overnight.

Due to the challenges of COVID, it was necessary to suspend
indefinitely our Pots and Pans ministry. As a result, we are
unfortunately no longer able to accept donations of any
items other than pots, pans and flatware. Please no dishes,
glassware, bowls, serving pieces, plasticware, utensils,
small appliances or other miscellaneous items such as
towels, sheets or decor. We appreciate your generosity and
understanding as we adapt to pandemic restrictions.
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In Our Prayers

Get your flu shot!
Flu season has arrived, and getting vaccinated early is
important to make sure you are protected. The influenza
vaccine is recommended for everyone over the age of
7, but is especially important for people who are 65 or
older. People with certain conditions and those who care
for the elderly or others are at higher risk for serious
complications. Consider getting your flu shot at Sand Run
Pharmacy!

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of those who are
struggling during the pandemic - whether it be mental,
emotional, physical, or financial. With over 271,000 lives lost
in the United States alone to COVID-19, we send prayers to
those around the globe who have lost a loved one. We pray for
our community leaders, our nation, and the world. We give
thanks for the sacrifices made by essential workers including,
healthcare workers, teachers and educators, and all those
on the frontline of public service. Within our church family
prayers go out to Mildred A., Barbara H., Maggie G., Margaret
P., Patty N., George K., Betty S., Pat S., Trevor S., Art W., Mike
V., Lynn V., Betty W., and Doug W.
If you would like a name added to our prayer list, please email kasey.
kalchert@akronfcc.org or speak with a pastor.

Sand Run Pharmacy accepts most major insurances and
can offer affordable prices for those whose insurance does
not cover the vaccine. Walk ins are welcome! If you have any
questions, please call Sand Run Pharmacy at 330.864.2138
or visit www.sandrunpharmacy.com/vaccinations/ for
more information!

Stewardship/Finance Report (unaudited)
Actual Thru October, 2020
October
INCOME
Pledge Income
Non-pledge Income
Grant Income
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Endowment, Sprowls Trust, Pollock
Rental and Food Service Income
Other Income

YTD Budget

Percent to Budget
YTD

TOTAL

$12,895
$6,806
$9,000
$1,500
$3,739
$46,808
$1,480
$0
$82,228

$68,318
$31,440
$15,500
$9,340
$4,807
$234,040
$4,479
$24,009
$391,933

$77,601
$25,000
$32,500
$13,239
$3,330
$246,374
$1,666
$5,772
$405,482

88.0%
125.8%
47.7%
70.5%
144.4%
95.0%
268.8%
416.0%
96.7%

TOTAL

$42,709
$2,770
$0
$0
$1,514
$5,310
$109
$2,340
$0
$198
$79
$773
$31,202
$87,004

$183,028
$12,654
$0
$5,047
$6,568
$10,226
$428
$4,510
$0
$269
$79
$1,099
$114,479
$338,387

$209,611
$20,752
$692
$5,917
$17,500
$11,093
$2,596
$10,254
$300
$3,276
$250
$1,042
$121,224
$404,507

87.3%
61.0%
0.0%
85.3%
37.5%
92.2%
16.5%
44.0%
0.0%
8.2%
31.6%
105.5%
94.4%
83.7%

-$4,776

$53,546

$975

5491.9%

EXPENSES
Personnel
Admin and Mktg
Membership Board
Governing Board
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Congregational Care
Music
Fellowship Team
Christian Education
Development Team
Food Service Expense
Property Expense

Net Income/Loss

October YTD
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Congratulations

Thank you!
Dear First Church,
Thank you so much for the thoughtful and amazing gift
box to welcome Annabelle to our family! We feel so blessed
to be her parents! The Panera card will be so helpful for
nights I am too busy to cook and the blanket is beautiful!
The diapers are definitely appreciated and will certainly
be used as well as the bibs! You all really know how to
provide for a new mom! We love you all and can’t wait to
see you again!
Blessings, Sarah, Andrew, Asher, and Annabelle Courtney
Dear Friends,
Thank you! First Church’s generous gift of $720 is providing
hope and opportunity to the kids in Akron who need it the
most. Your support insures that these kids have a chance
for a great future. Thank you!
Jeff Scott, President & CEO, Boys & Girls Club of Northeast Ohio
Dear First Church,
During this time of giving thanks, PFLAG would like to
thank the congregation at First Church for supporting
the work that we do. We are grateful for the space and
the facilities you share with our organization, and for
your generosity that allows us to support the LGBTQ
community.
We look forward to returning when it is safe to do so.
During this time of holding our monthly meetings
virtually, we continue to watch people share their stories
and seek support for their families. We are grateful that we
still have a way to connect people with each other and the
resources they need.
Sincerely, Kim Rivers, President of Akron PFLAG

Congratulations to Rev. Antigoné Lowery, Associate
Minister and Rachel Pearson on their marriage! They were
united together in marriage on November 4.
Congratulations to Finance and Operations Manager,
Janis Worley, on her successful completion of an eightcourse series on Nonprofit Leadership and Management.
Janis was awarded a Certificate of Excellence in Nonprofit
Leadership and Management from Michigan State
University Extension and the Society for Nonprofits for
her efforts. We appreciate her continued dedication to the
operations of First Church!

In Sympathy
Our deepest sympathies are with Michael and Lynn
Vincent, and their family as they mourn the sudden loss
of Kevin Vincent who died on November 11, 2020. Kevin
was Michael’s (our Celebrate Service guitarist) father and
Lynn’s husband. A memorial service was held on Saturday,
November 14 with Pastor Nanette officiating.

Save Your Acme Receipts!
It is Acme Cashback time again, so start saving your Acme
receipts! We welcome you to mail them to the church office at
292 E Market Street, Akron, 44308, or when we reopen for in
person worship, please drop them off in the office. After the
Cashback period ends, the receipts are submitted to Acme,
who will then make a donation to First Church based on the
totals from the collected receipts. Every receipt counts – in
2019 we earned $579! Please contact janis.worley@akronfcc.
org if you have any questions.

Thank you to all who contributed to the Mason Coat
Drive this season! Your generosity helped over 60 Mason
families. A special thank you to the Mason Ministry team,
Tiffani and Tonya Akers, Laura Bishop, and Nancy Jenkins,
for organizing the drive and working out the logistics with
Mason to bring the coats to the children in need.

Amazon Smile
Do you shop on Amazon? If so, your purchases can benefit
First Church through Amazon Smile. Simply log in at www.
smile.amazon.com with your Amazon account information,
pick First Congregational Church of Akron as your charity,
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
purchases! This donation is no cost to you!
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Big Ideas Lead to Big Blessings
Community Celebration Sunday this year marked Pastor
Nanette’s fifth anniversary with First Church! We called
her to serve as our 20th Senior Minister beginning in
September 2015 and she is the first female and immigrant
to serve in this capacity – a historic era for First Church.
A graduate of the oldest Congregational seminary in the
United States, Andover Newton, with an undergraduate
in Sociology (summa cum laude) from Simmons College,
Pastor Nanette has brought with her a compentance,
vision, and spiritual grounding that is blessing not only
First Church but the wider Akron community.
First Church has embraced her leadership as we seek to
continue our rich 187-year legacy as a leading presence in
Akron offering spiritually enriching and socially uplifting
programming. Shortly after her arrival, Pastor Nanette
led a series of conversations on church vitality. Those
conversations birthed some big and brave ideas that have
led to our new tagline: Rooted in Christ, Fostering Justice,
Celebrating Diversity; and allowed us to articulate our
Vision Priorities: Food Justice, Community Development,
and Congregational Life. Another aspect of the
conversation was realization of the disconnect between
the impression for many passersby of our impressive 112year old limestone facade and our open and affirming,
progressive, and socially engaged programs and attitude.
Many began to dream ways that we might more fully
represent the flavor of our community on our verge.
First Church member, Elizabeth Fesler, is keenly aware of
the social needs in Akron particularly the disparities in our
educational system and the need for early intervention
in improving the trajectory of children’s lives. She and
husband, Bill, joined First Church in 2011 and have a deep
appreciation for the church’s mission both in worship
and through service and advocacy. They were pleased
to hear that the church was considering an electronic
sign as a way of displaying these values to passersby in a
modern and appealing way and when they heard that
budgetary considerations were delaying this envisioned
advancement, they decided to get more personally
involved.

Color by Number

After prayerful consideration, they approached Pastor
Nanette and extended the gracious offer to fund the new
electronic sign. This remarkably generous and visionary
gift now enables First Church to represent on our exterior
all of the wonderful thoughts and programs that are
fueling our dynamic and life-changing ministries.
Please join us in thanking Elizabeth and Bill Fesler for
their support through this special gift, of our mission as
together we seek to share Christ’s light and welcoming,
open and loving message with all people. The members of
our community – you – make a difference in the church
and the world by sharing your gifts, whatever they may be.
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Giving Stock
Most charitable donations take the form of food drives,
clothing donations or simply a donation of cash to support a
cause. But did you know you could also donate stocks? While
you always have the option to sell your stocks and donate
the proceeds, it might make more sense to donate the stocks
themselves. This way you can give a larger gift at a lower
original cost to you and it can prove to be a smart tax move
for you, too.
How to Donate Stock to Charity
Your first step in donating stock is to determine which stocks
you want to give. This is both a matter of personal preference,
and a question of tax implications. Giving appreciated stock is
better than giving cash. If you donate stock that has increased
in value since you bought it - and if you itemize deductions
- you can take a charitable deduction for the stock’s fair
market value on the day you give it away. You’ll also avoid
capital-gains taxes on the increase in value over time, which
you would have had to pay if you sold the stock, then gave the
cash proceeds.
Your best bet is to look for stocks that you bought at least a
year ago and have risen in value since you bought them. Not
only will that make for a more worthwhile donation, but it
also means you get to avoid paying a capital gains tax on the
stock’s appreciation. If you have a financial advisor, they can
assist you in choosing the best stocks to donate.
You’ll need to contact your brokerage firm or investment
advisor for the exact actions required of you to send your
stocks. This usually involves filling out a transfer form, and
you will need to contact First Church to get some required
information to complete the transaction. At that time you can
let us know the name of the stock you’re sending, and that the
transaction is in process. This way, we will know exactly who
sent the donation, and can send you a tax-deductible receipt
once the transfer is complete.
The most valuable gifts are undesignated and go to support
First Church’s operations and ministries. These gifts allow
flexibility for responding to the most urgent needs. However,
we do accept gifts designated to a specific purpose. Please
feel free to reach out to Finance and Operations Manager
Janis Worley, janis.worley@akronfcc.org anytime for more
information.

Church Directory
Have you used the online church directory? You can
access it anytime or learn more about it, just visit http://
www.akronfcc.org/connect/directory/.

Get Social
First Church is on social media! You can follow us on
Instagram (@firstchurchakron) or Twitter (@1stChurchAkron)
or on Facebook (www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron). Be sure
to check out our posts about special events, announcements
and more!

Serving in 2020-2021
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to serve in
a leadership capacity on one of our boards, committees,
and ministry teams. We’re so grateful for all that you do.

Church Officers
DeAnn Clemons, Moderator
Jim Gartner, Vice Moderator
Jen Kowalski, Secretary
Karen Richter, Treasurer

Governing Board At Large Members
Ruth Ann Allison, Larry Becker, and Courtney Zimmerman

Buildings & Grounds Board
Todd Brown, Denny Conrad (chair), Jake Cook, Judy
Nicely, Kathy Petsko, and Eric Roberts

Human Resources Board
Julie Brandy, Vickie Kucheman, Cal Robertson, Martha
Vye, Victoria White, and Sue Yoder (chair)

Membership Board
Chris Becker (chair), Amanda Cole, Amber Cullen, Toby
Liechty-Clifford, and Keith Liechty-Clifford

Nominating Board
Nancy Jenkins, Pat McKay, and Kellie Ramirez

Stewardship & Finance Board
Mark Hornak, Jay Hultz, Kevin Kowalski (co-chair), Bob
Renner (co-chair), Sarah Vradenburg, and Cheri Xeros. In
addition, Curt Clemons is serving as Assistant Treasurer.
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Now Streaming

Sunday Worship Services

JOIN WORSHIP FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!
At 9:30am on Sundays join us for zoom worship. Register
to attend at https://bit.ly/AkronFirstChurch or watch live
on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron.
Watch the 11am Festival worship live from the
Meetinghouse! You can watch at www.akronfcc.org/live
or on Facebook. All services are recorded and posted on
our website for later viewing.

Midweek Time of Prayer and Reflection

Wednesdays at noon, Pastor Nanette and Pastor Antigoné
will be live on www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron for a time
to center and reflect.

Special Winter Services
Service of Hope and Healing
Sunday, December 16, 7pm

Christmas Eve Services
Thursday, December 24
Family Festival Service, 5pm
Service of Lesson and Carols, 8pm
You’re invited to join the livestream of this special event.
More information on page 3

Epiphany Sunday
Sunday, January 3, 9:20am and 11am

MLK Celebration Sunday
Sunday, January 17, 2021
Join us for worship on zoom (register at https://bit.ly/
AkronFirstChurch) More information on page 6
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