APRIL 2021 • Number 3

Rooted in Christ • Fostering Justice • Celebrating Diversity

Dear Beloved,
Hope is a curious thing! It can swell inside our hearts in
the most predictable of circumstances but it just as easily
sneaks up and pinches us in the midst of life’s most trying
and darkest moments.
This Easter Sunday our theme is Hope Sings! Our worship
will include a shared recitation by a number of our
members on video, of a stanza from Emily Dickinson’s
famous poem, “Hope” is the Thing with Feathers, printed
opposite. This poem speaks of hope through the metaphor
of a bird and this spring, as the birds return and sing
around us, this metaphor comes to life! Though so small
and assumedly frail, birds are tenacious and resilient.
God’s love and renewing energy is just as strong, God’s will
to redeem and love this world, just as committed.
Perhaps my favorite verse of scripture about hope is
Jeremiah 29:11: For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.
As we look toward our future now, First Church, I pray we
would feel hope singing in our hearts this Easter season!
In faith,

“Hope” is the Thing with Feathers
“Hope” is the thing with feathers That perches in the soul And sings the tune without the words And never stops - at all And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard And sore must be the storm That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm I’ve heard it in the chillest land And on the strangest Sea Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.
Emily Dickinson, “’Hope’ is the Thing with Feathers” from The Complete Poems
of Emily Dickinson, edited by Thomas H. Johnson, ed., Cambridge, Mass.: The
Belknap Press of Harvard University press, Copyright © 1951, 1955, 1979, 1983 by
the President and Fellows of Harvard College.

A Letter from the Moderator
Over the last several months, needed building renovations,
new projects and financing plans have been presented,
discussed and joyfully approved by the Governing Board.
Income and investment stability, expenditure decreases,
along with a limited number of people currently in the
building have created an opportunity for updates and
renovations to occur (see Capital Improvement article for
more details). Praise God!
Friends, thank you for your faithful giving. During this
year of the COVID-19 pandemic, life has felt solitary and
stressful. We all miss being able to gather for worship
and fellowship in the beautiful building we call home.
However, members and friends of First Church have
continued to demonstrate their faithfulness through
weekly offerings that continue to reach toward budgeted
projections. Thank you!
Last March, at the onset of the pandemic, the world came
to an abrupt halt. The building closed, but vital ministry
to meet the spiritual and physical needs of the community
continued. Worship, coffee hour, mailings, advent
worship bags, lent worship booklets, weekly Bible studies,
summer long book study discussions, and helping provide
relief from food insecurity are but some of the operations
which continue. First Church abounds in good work!
Thank you for your continued prayers for the ongoing
essential ministries of First Church. Thank you for sharing
your time and talents in those ministries when it has
been physically safe for you to do so. Thank you for your
continued spiritual and financial support of First Church.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast
love endures forever (Psalm 136:1)
Worshipfully we respond to God with our time, talents,
money, resources, skills, for everything we are comes from
God. I invite you to join me in thanksgiving for all these
blessings First Church has received, even in the midst of
a pandemic.
Submitted by DeAnn Clemons, Moderator

Childrens’ Ministry Update

CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION ABOUT OUR VISION

At the end of January, several First Church families and
individuals gathered on zoom to discuss the mission
and vision of ministry and programming to families
with children and youth. Among the things discussed
were experiences, priorities, and ideas of re-envisioning
ministry and programming as it relates to children, youth,
and families. Following this gathering, a Family Faith
Formation survey was made available to all First Church
members and 28 individuals and families responded.
Three specific questions were asked on this survey: 1)
What are the top three most important priorities for you/
your family at First Church? 2) What are the top four
most important programmatic elements to you/your
family? and 3) What do you think should be the top three
grounding principles for First Church’s programming for
children and youth?
An overwhelming majority selected, as their top three
priorities, being part of a church that believes God
welcomes and affirms all, with having programs to
encourage growth as a Christian/ disciple and being a part
of a church where worship appeals intergenerationally
following closely.
Of the most important programmatic elements for
individuals and families, most choose having opportunities
for service projects and/or trips, youth groups, and Sunday
morning nursery care for infants and toddlers. And finally,
regarding grounding principles for programming at First
Church, many expressed that it should be fun, engaging,
and service oriented.
While there is still much to collectively discern and reenvision regarding ministry and programming to families
with children and youth at First Church, it is evident from
the previous gathering and survey results that the family
faith formation remains a priority. As a church, may we
continue to pray for guidance and wisdom as we consider
what the next season of ministry and programming for
families with children and youth might look like.
Submitted by Rev. Antigoné Pearson, Associate Minister

Support While You Shop Amazon
Do you shop on Amazon? If so, your purchases can benefit
First Church through the Amazon Smile program at no extra
cost to you!
Simply log in at www.smile.amazon.com with your Amazon
account information, pick First Congregational Church of
Akron as your charity, and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the
price of your eligible purchases as a donation to First Church!
This donation adds no cost to you or your purchase and it’s a
quick and easy way to make a difference here at church.
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Holy Week Worship

Easter Sunrise Service

An engaging online worship experience for all ages that
commemorates Jesus’ foot-washing before the first
Communion. The service will stream to our website and
Facebook. Visit www.akronfcc.org for links.

Join us on the front lawn of the church for a brief
outdoors service to welcome in the dawn of hope, weather
permitting. Please wear a mask, dress warmly, and feel free
to bring a chair along as we begin the day’s celebration.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 7PM ONLINE

GOOD FRIDAY: AGAIN & AGAIN, APRIL 2, 7PM ONLINE

A moving service that honors the ancient story of Jesus’
death while recognizing the ways this narrative repeats
itself again and again throughout our past and present. If
you have confidential prayer requests you want us to nail
to the cross during the service, please email nanette.pitt@
akronfcc.org. The service will stream to our website and
Facebook. Visit www.akronfcc.org for links.

In-Person Regathering
We are eagerly looking forward to the time when we can
gather again in person. When should this start? What
particular considerations are there in our local setting?
What events should we host - outdoors / indoors? How
can we help everyone feel most fully welcomed back at the
point when they feel comfortable returning in person?
Using the many resources available to churches, an ad hoc
group is gathering on Thursday, April 8, online to consider
these recommendations for First Church and to help
support our planning for in-person regathering.
If you would like to be involved and offer your perspective,
please contact Janis Worley, Finance and Operations
Manager, at 330.253.5109 x111 or janis.worley@akronfcc.org.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 6:30AM IN PERSON

Easter Sunday Celebration
SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 9:30 AND 11AM ONLINE

Join us for a joyous Easter celebration, a blended worship
service entitled Hope Sings! Featuring special music,
readings, poetry and an uplifting message. The service
will air at 9:30am on zoom (followed by online fellowship)
and on Facebook, and air again at 11am on our website and
Facebook. Visit www.akronfcc.org for links.

Joining Hands, Joining Voices
The capstone event for the Joining Hands, Joining Voices
effort will be a musical concert on Saturday, May 1, at 2
pm held as part of the Arts @ Holy Trinity Concert Series.
This online-only performance will feature Grammynominated organist and song-leader Jan Kraybill who
will lead a musical gathering with musicians for the
five congregations involved in the project: Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, First United Methodist Church of
Akron, Open Door Church, Wesley Temple AME Zion
Church, and First Church.
Learn more at www.artsholytrinity.org/joining and read
more about the whole visionary initiative on page 6.
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Useful Cell Phone Tips

Congregational Meeting Called

Ever thought about what might happen if you were in a bad
fall, car accident or other emergency situation that left you
unable to communicate with responders? A police officer
who needs to contact a family member or an emergency room
doctor who needs to know your blood type won’t be able to
hack into your phone if it is password protected (which it
should be for your personal data protection).

The First Church Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held online on Sunday, May 16, at 11am after one
combined online 9:30am worship service. Pre-registration
is necesssary, please visit https://bit.ly/Semi-AM-2021. The
agenda will include the congregation voting on a

For IPhones: All iPhones come with the Health app. Simply
open your “Health” app (it is a white square with a red heart
in it), select the “Medical ID” tab, and make sure that the
“Show When Locked” slider is green. Below, fill in the various
fields, and at the bottom is the “Emergency Contacts” section.
You can add more than one emergency contact.
To test that your Medical ID contains all the information you
added, lock your phone and then wake it back up to reveal
the Touch ID/passcode lock screen. Tap “Emergency” in the
corner to bring up the SOS keypad and you’ll see the “Medical
ID” link in the bottom left. Press this to bring up your ICE (In
Case of Emergency) info.
For Android phones: Open the “Settings” app. Tap “User &
accounts,” then “Emergency information.” To enter medical
information, tap “Edit information” (you might have to tap
“Info” first, depending on the version). There’s a separate
section where you can enter emergency contacts. Once you
have set this up, anyone can find your ICE information by
swiping up on the lock screen and tapping “Emergency,” then
“Emergency information.”

2021 SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

1.

Slate of Board members and Church Officers and the

2. Budget for the 2021-2022 program year
Our new fiscal and program year will begin on June 1 and run
through May 31, 2022. Copies of the agenda, prior meeting
minutes and absentee ballots for those unable to attend
will be available prior to the meeting. Please contact the
church office for details.
To submit agenda items and questions, please contact
Moderator DeAnn Clemons at dswclemons@gmail.com.

Get Social
First Church is on social media! You can follow us on
Instagram (@firstchurchakron) or Twitter (@1stChurchAkron)
or on Facebook (www.facebook.com/FCCofAkron). Be sure
to check out our posts about special events, announcements
and more!

The easy way to add ICE info to any smartphone - open
any note-taking or image app that allows text. Type the ICE
information you want displayed. Keep in mind you’ll need to
account for other text that displays on the lock screen (like
time and date) and ensure the text fits on one screen. Take
a screenshot of the message you created. Set that image as
your lock screen wallpaper. Unlike with other emergency
information apps built directly into the phone, your lock
screen won’t allow emergency responders to dial directly.
Even so, it’s better than having no information available at
all, which could mean the difference between life and death.

Church Community Directory
The First Church community directory is accessible
and user friendly – it’s the Instant Church Directory
app that you can quickly download on a smartphone or
tablet. It gives you access to our membership directory
on your smart phone or tablet. You can also view the
directory on a desktop computer at https://members.
instantchurchdirectory.com/. Simply log in with the email
you’ve provided to First Church to gain access. Please
note the church office doesn’t have a record of member
passwords; you can reset at your own discretion on the
login page to Instant Church Directory. Get connected!

Chronicle Submission Deadline
To submit information for the April edition of the Chroncle
newsletter, please email communications@akronfcc.org. The
deadline for the April 2021 issue is Monday, April 19.
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Parish Nurse Check-Ins

THURSDAYS, APRIL 8 AT 3PM AND APRIL 15 AT 7PM

Young Adult 20/30 Gathering
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 7-8:30PM

In your 20s/30s? You’re invited to join Rev. Antigoné
and others on Wednesday, April 22, from 7-8:30pm for a
young adult social night on zoom. As we continue to be
physically distanced from one another, this will be a great
opportunity for fellowship and conversation with other
young adults at First Church. For registration information,
please visit www.akronfcc.org or watch your email inbox.

Virtual Youth Night
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 7-8PM

Calling all First Church youth and families! We invite you
to join Rev. Antigoné and others for a virtual game night
featuring the classic game, Family Feud! Whether you are
an elementary, middle school or high school student, this
is sure to be an enjoyable evening of fun and laughter.
So, grab a sibling or friend and join us on April 7 from
7-8pm. Parents and guardians are welcome to join, too!
For registration information, please visit www.akronfcc.
org or watch your email inbox. See you there!

Time with Tots

SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 8-9AM

First Church parents and guardians are invited to join
their toddler aged children in April for our monthly Time
with Tots gathering. The April gathering will be a perfect
opportunity to fellowship with other First Church families
and will feature a fun memory game for the children!
The gathering will continue to be held on zoom and
registration information can be found at www.akronfcc.
org or watch your email inbox. As always, we look forward
to connecting with you and your family during our
monthly Time with Tots gathering!

Our Parish Nurse team, Judy Young and Terri Cook, will
be offering an opportunity for fellowship online this
April. Instead of checking your heart rate and vitals, the
focus will be on your wellbeing the nurses offer a time
for friendly connection. There are two sessions this April.
You’re welcome to join one or both. Thursday, April 8,
at 3pm and Thursday, April 15, at 7pm.
Please register in advance at https://bit.
ly/ParishNurseCheck-In. Please note
that if you have already registered, you
do not need to register again. We hope
to see you there!

Coming Out Christian
On the second and fourth Sundays of the month, from
6-7pm, members of the LGBTQ+ community come
together online to explore Christianity and the possibility
of understanding faith in new ways as we reclaim and
explore our faith journeys. Join us as we rethink God’s
love toward LGBTQ+ Christians! If you would like to join
the group this month on April 11 or 25, please register at
https://bit.ly/ComingOutChristian.

Coming Up... Roses? Weeds!
SPRING SATURDAY WORKDAYS

Join members of the Buildings and Grounds Board and
facility staff, for one-two outdoor workdays at church
this spring on Saturday, April 10, and possibly Saturday,
April 17, from 9am-noon. The plan is to reorganize and
weed the main front beds and to mulch the various front
flower beds. Depending on the weather and the number
of volunteers, we will gather on the 10th and then possibly
again on the 17th, if needed. Please bring gloves and tools,
if you have them or just come as you are!

Flower Bed Maintenance Team
First Church is in need of volunteers to care for and tend
the front flower beds on Market and Union Streets. These
beds are always visible to the public and help to show
passersby that there is an active and welcoming church
within. Following our spring cleanup, weeding may be
needed about every other week. Volunteers can do what
they are able, at their convenience. Tools are available
during normal church operating hours. To sign up please
contact Facility Maintenance Coordinator, Russ Gaippe, at
330.253.5109 x115 or russ.gaippe@akronfcc.org.
The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come, and
the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
Song of Solomon 2:12
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Earth-Saving Idea: Reusable Bags
For awhile during the COVID-19 pandemic, local stores
did not permit customers to bring in reusable bags. That
ban has been lifted in most supermarkets. Now it’s time to
remember where you put your stash of reusable bags, get
them out, dust them off and put them back to use!
If it’s hard to imagine life without plastic grocery bags,
consider this: plastic grocery bags were introduced
at grocery stores in 1977! Generations of people over
thousands of years got along just fine using their own bags
to carry their purchases home — and we can, too! When
it comes to plastic bags vs. reusable bags, the choice is
obvious.
The effects of plastic on the environment
can be devastating. Plastic products
such as plastic bags can take
between 15 and 1,000 years
to break down, and that’s
assuming they even make
it into a landfill instead
of winding up in water
such as streams, rivers
or the ocean — or
floating around the
neighborhood.
Of
the 100 billion plastic
shopping bags Americans
use each year, only about
1 percent are recycled, so
a lot of plastic bag waste and
pollution is generated annually.
The biggest positive of reusable bags,
according to National Geographic, is that their
use cuts down on the amount of litter on land and in the
ocean. Studies have found that bans on plastic bags in
cities in the United States and Europe have decreased the
amount of plastic litter in nearby waters.
National Geographic reminds consumers: “Regardless
of whether the bag is plastic, paper, or another material,
the most sustainable choice is the bag you already have.
In every study and for every type of bag, it was clear that
reusing the bag as many times as you can reduces its
impact on the environment. Overall, making the effort
to reuse any bag that comes into your possession, and
disposing of the bag responsibly, is key.”
Make a difference in your environment today by grabbing
whatever reusable bags you have and taking them to the
store the next time you go shopping.
Take some time too to consider the ways in which you can
extend the life of plastic and paper bags in your home
by reusing them as much as possible and recycling them
when it comes time to discard them.

Joining Hands, Joining Voices
FACING OUR HUNGERS TOGETHER

First Church is participating with four other downtown
Akron congregations who are coming together to help
those most in need. Together with Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, First United Methodist Church of Akron, Open
Door Church, and Wesley Temple AME Zion Church,
we are presenting Joining Hands, Joining Voices: Facing Our
Hungers Together, a community-wide effort to provide
support for near east side neighbors in need.
The entire community is invited to support one or all of
the projects below. By “joining together,” we will have a
greater impact on those who are most in need. Donations
of the following items may be dropped off at the times
listed below on Saturday, April 17:
»

Toothbrushes and toothpaste for the Feeding Hope
Food Pantry at First Church, 10am-noon.

»

Bus passes at Open Door Church, noon-2pm.

»

Outdoor Kits for the Homeless at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, 2-4pm.

»

Health Kits for Haven of Rest from Wesley Temple AME
Zion, 4-6pm.

»

Monetary donations to support the weekly meal
program at First United Methodist, anytime.

Complete information on items to be accepted and
donation times can be found at www.artsholytrinity.org/
joining. Those who are in need of assistance may also
register on the www.artsholytrinity.org/joining site.
The capstone event for the Joining Hands, Joining Voices
effort will be a musical concert on Saturday, May 1, at 2
pm held as part of the Arts @ Holy Trinity Concert Series.
This online-only performance will feature Grammynominated organist and song-leader Jan Kraybill who
will lead a musical gathering with musicians from these
five congregations. Singers, keyboardists, readers and
speakers will join in proclaiming good news to our
hungering world, giving thanks to God for the work we
can share in our diverse community.
Please join us in spreading the word about this project.
Consider organizing a drive to collect items at your work,
in your wider family, or neighborhood. Then drop off the
items at the respective locations on Saturday, April 17, to
support local ministries in downtown Akron, including
the clients of our Feeding Hope Food Pantry.
Together we can and we do make a difference as we join
together!
The goal of this initiative is to raise a minimum of 100 items
in each category to make the greatest impact. Please join
in the effort and spread the word to your family, friends,
neighbors and coworkers.
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Plan Your Charitable Giving

Feed My Sheep Garden

Throughout any given year, we are often asked to make
donations to this or that cause or organization. Perhaps you
give because you have a connection to that organization,
or perhaps you give because you were asked by a friend
to support their favorite cause. But are your donations
making a difference in the areas you want to support?
Start by asking yourself who you want to support.
What is your connection with these organizations,
and are there others that you might be interested
in supporting? Is there a common theme (they
all support food for the needy for example)?
Next, look at your list and ask yourself, why? Why are
these organizations important to me? Has your family
been impacted by their work? Would you rather give a
little to many organizations, or would you rather make a
larger commitment to a smaller group? And finally, ask
yourself, how. How do I want to support these selected
organizations? There are many options, from a direct
check, to assigning life insurance or IRA beneficiaries, to
creating planned giving options in your will or trust. All
have different impacts on your current or future taxes, so
some options might suit you better than others. We would
be happy to discuss your charitable giving plan, and how
First Church might play a part. Please contact Janis Worley,
Finance and Operations Manager, at 330.253.5109 x111 or
janis.worley@akronfcc.org to set up a meeting.

This begins the fourth year of the partnership between
First Church and Let’s Grow Akron. Let’s Grow Akron
is a nonprofit organization headquartered in Summit
Lake that has been working alongside neighbors to grow,
prepare, and preserve their own food for over 30 years.
This partnership provides a basis for mutually beneficial
support and collaboration, including the advancement of
First Church’s Food Justice ministry through the Feed My
Sheep Garden.

DO YOU HAVE A CHARITABLE GIVING PLAN?

WELCOME TO THE 2021 GROWING SEASON!

The Feed My Sheep Garden was established in 2012 by
church members and volunteers. The garden grew and
changed shape over the years; today, this formerly vacant
lot contains over 2,000 square feet of healthy garden
soil and yields up to 2,000 pounds of organically grown
produce per year. The fruits of our labor are available to
the community weekly in the Feeding Hope Food Pantry,
and at the Summit Lake Neighborhood Farmers’ Market
from June to September.
We have many exciting goals and projects coming up in
the 2021 season. Please mark your calendars for the third
annual Plant Sale fundraiser on May 15th and 16th; online
preordering will be available beforehand. The Feed My
Sheep Garden needs volunteers of all ages and abilities
to assist with a variety of garden tasks – no experience
necessary! The garden is a great venue to stay active and
engaged with your community in a beautiful, outdoor
space. For everyone’s safety, staff and volunteers wear
masks in the building and are required to work more than
6 feet apart at all times. Please contact me anytime if you
are interested in volunteering: sam@letsgrowakron.org
Thank you for your continued support. Happy spring!
Submitted by Sam Phillips, Garden Manager
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Building Project Update
Various special projects are now underway at First Church.
We’re grateful for the support of our members and friends
as we continue to maintain the facility that supports our
missions and ministries and as we undertake the projects
outlined below and make these capital improvements that
will ensure we hit the ground running as we regather in
person and continue to serve our neighbors in the Greater
Akron area. For more information, on any project, contact
Facility Maintenance Coordinator, Russ Gaippe, at
330.253.5109 x115 or russ.gaippe@akronfcc.org.

Capital Improvement Projects
This past year, although it has been difficult dealing with the
pandemic, has had a welcome silver lining for First Church.
Throughout the pandemic our giving has remained strong
with support from our members and friends. Additionally,
in 2019, First Church received a blessing of $75,000 in a
bequest from late member Ruth Ellen Smith. In 2020,
we applied for, and were granted, a Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loan of $78,000 from the Small Business
Association (SBA) which will be forgiven. In addition, the
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank has recently informed
First Church that due to increased funding, they will not
charge us for any food purchases for the remainder of
the year. On top of these blessings, the pandemic has also
resulted in lower program expenses for First Church than
originally budgeted. Together, these monies, along with
the timing of an empty building, allow us to address some
capital improvements as well as providing the Building
and Grounds Board a unique opportunity to address some
larger repairs while inconveniencing the least number of
people.
The current projects approved by the Governing Board (in
addition to those already slated for this year), are:
» Fellowship Hall/Upper Room Air Conditioning Repair
» Main Office Flooring Update
» Chapel Vestibule Doors Repair and Replacement
» Renovation of Main Hallway Restrooms for ADA
Compliance
» Creation of ADA Compliant Garden Entrance Door
» Creation of a First Church Memorial Garden
We wanted to make you all aware of these undertakings,
as well as offer an overview of their financing, as work
moves forward with the Governing Board’s blessing. Feel
free to reach out to us with any follow up questions. We
also welcome your attending our upcoming online board
meetings to learn more about our plans and process.
Submitted by Bob Renner and Kevin Kowalski, Stewardship and
Finance Board Co-Chairs, and Denny Conrad, Building and
Grounds Board Chair
8 • APRIL 2021 • Number 3 • CHRONICLE • FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF AKRON • WWW. AKRONFCC.ORG

Staff Updates
First Church has seen two changes on our staff recently:
In February our Congregational Life Coordinator, Kasey
Kalchert, resigned as she moved on to a position with
a software development company. Since she began in
this new role in mid-May 2018, Kasey assisted many of
our parishioners and Pastor Nanette on a daily basis. In
addition, she provided support for Akron Fire Summer
Camp and came in on Saturday’s to support our Breakfast
with Santa at Christmas and Breakfast with the Bunny at
Easter. We appreciate all that Kasey offered in her time
with us. She will be missed and we wish her everything of
the very best.

A hiring process is currently underway to find our next
Congregational Life Coordinator.
At the beginning of March, we were able to fill the position
of Assistant AV Technician and are pleased to welcome Jake
Matronia onto the staffing team and into the First Church
family. Jake has begun working on Sundays and assisting
with our zoom and livestreamed worship services.
Submitted by the HR Board: Vickie Kucheman, Cal Robertson,
Martha Vye, Tori White, Sue Yoder (chair)
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Stewardship/Finance Report (unaudited)
Actual Thru February, 2021
February
INCOME
Pledge Income
Non-pledge Income
Grant Income
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Endowment, Sprowls Trust, Pollock
Rental and Food Service Income
Other Income

YTD Budget

TOTAL

$13,595
$9,274
$0
$1,850
$25,200
$49,203
$196
$50,494
$149,812

$117,561
$68,099
$7,000
$18,115
$111,014
$428,422
$5,000
$137,211
$892,422

$139,682
$45,000
$58,500
$23,830
$5,995
$443,473
$1,875
$11,513
$729,867

84.2%
151.3%
12.0%
76.0%
1851.7%
96.6%
266.7%
1191.8%
122.3%

TOTAL

$35,442
$2,566
$0
$0
$1,011
$0
$354
$4,105
$0
$0
$0
$313
$54,860
$98,651

$316,623
$27,948
-$12
$5,048
$12,194
$11,904
$1,254
$14,195
-$24
$268
$79
$2,467
$291,291
$683,236

$377,300
$37,354
$1,395
$8,250
$31,500
$15,647
$4,673
$18,437
$380
$4,997
$450
$1,875
$218,589
$720,846

83.9%
74.8%
-0.8%
61.2%
38.7%
76.1%
26.8%
77.0%
-6.3%
5.4%
17.6%
131.6%
133.3%
94.8%

$51,161

$209,186

$9,021

2318.9%

EXPENSES
Personnel
Admin and Mktg
Membership Board
Governing Board
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Congregational Care
Music
Fellowship Team
Christian Education
Development Team
Food Service Expense
Property Expense

Net Income/Loss

February YTD

Percent to Budget
YTD

Matching Gifts
Corporate matching gifts are a type of philanthropy in
which companies financially match donations that their
employees make to nonprofit organizations. Companies
of all sizes match donations their employees make to
nonprofits because it’s an easy, structured way for them to
support good work in their communities.
When an employee makes a donation, the employee
will request the matching gift from their employer, who
then also makes a donation. Companies usually match
donations at a 1:1 ratio, but some will match at a 2:1, 3:1, or
even a 4:1 ratio (meaning the company’s donation will be
FOUR times the value of the employee’s donation!)

added and send that information to Janis Worley, Finance
& Operations Manager at janis.worley@akronfcc.org
(330.253l5109 x111) who will work with you to provide the
necessary information.
An estimated $4-$7 billion in matching gift funds goes
unclaimed each year. That’s a lot of money left on the
table! Help First Church to benefit from your company’s
matching gift program today!

Over 18 million individuals work for companies with
matching gift program – are you one of them? Some
companies provide their employees with a list of approved
non-profits to select from for a matching gift. If First
Church is not on the list, ask your employer how to get us
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In Our Prayers

In Gratitude

Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person,
we offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer. In
our First Church community, we pray for: Mildred A., Chris
B., Bill F., Barbara H., George K., Joan L., Michael L., Chuck
M., Rod M., Margaret P., Elaine R., Barbara S., Betty S., Art W.,
Betty W., Doug W., and Chuck M.

Dear Nanette and Antigoné,

If you have any questions about those listed or would like a
name added to our prayer list, please email Associate Minister
Rev. Antigoné Pearson at antigone.pearson@akronfcc.org.

Love, Chris and Larry

In Sympathy

Thanks to you and the Church staff for including me and
sending me the Lent materials. I received them yesterday and
added the booklet to my daily devotionals.

We offer our condolences to the family of Phyllis Berry, our
oldest member, who passed away on March 12, 2021. Pastor
Nanette officiated a private burial at Chestnut Hill Memorial
Park in Cuyahoga Falls on Wednesday, March 17, 2021.

Congratulations

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers from First
Church. They have most certainly brightened my days! And
also, thank you for setting up the mealtrain. That is such a big
help during this most difficult situation. Larry and I are both
so grateful for that and for our church family.

Hi Nanette,

Also, I’ve been enjoying the new online format for the 11
am service, including your sermons. You’re such a great
storyteller! The message comes alive with your stories.
Blessings, Theresa

Congratulations to DeAnn and Curt Clemons who welcomed
their first granddaughter, Artillie Pearl (Tillie), into their
family on Saturday, March 27, weighing 6.0 lbs.

A Reflection from the Birds
Jay E. Adams writes that under the roof in his back yard hangs
a hummingbird feeder that he keeps filled with sugar water.
There are four openings in it from which birds may suck
the nectar. Yet, day after day, from early morning until after
dusk, the feeder is the source of their own private version of
star wars. One bird chases all the others away.
“As I said,” Adams writes, “there is room for four birds at a
time, and fully that number attempt to feed. But the top dog
(excuse my use of this metaphor for a hummingbird!), who
now ‘owns’ the feeder, will not let them. All day long he sits
on the branch of a nearby apricot tree guarding ‘his’ feeder
and defying others to transgress on what he has established
as ‘his’ territory.

Dear Pastor,
I got a little teary-eyed this morning when I saw the palm
cross. Sometimes you think God has forgotten about you, and
it was a reminder for me that maybe he hasn’t. Thank you for
sending it.
Hi Pastor,
I received the book and wanted to thank the church for it,
that was so kind of you to think of me and to send that.

Thinking of You
Our thoughts go out to Elyse Weyand who broke her arm
on March 21, 2021 and had emergency surgery at Akron
Children’s Hospital. We wish you a speedy recovery, Elyse!

“This ongoing slice of life confronts us throughout the day
as green and red hummers streak across the yard, the king
hummer in hot pursuit of an intruder. While the chase is
on, others sneak a sip or two, only to be driven off when he
returns.
“The whole business has become a sort of parable for our
family. Here is an example of grace: I bought the feeder; I
supply the sugar water. The birds do not earn it; they receive
it all FREE. Yet, day after day, they fight over who may enjoy it.
“How like the people of God! All we have or are that is
worthwhile is the gift of God’s pure grace. And yet we can
be proud, self-centered, envious, and quarrelsome. Often,
we fight over God’s good gifts rather than expressing our
gratitude in humility and sharing what we have been given
with others.
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Also in this Edition...

JOINING HANDS, JOINING HEARTS INITIATIVE
COMMUNITY MEMBER MESSAGES & UPDATES
BUILDING PROJECT UPDATES
SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES IN APRIL
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION SURVEY RESULTS
SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING CALL

Join Us This Holy Week & Easter
Connected & Connecting Online
Sunday Worship Services

JOIN WORSHIP FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!
Celebrate Worship at 9:30am on Sundays – join us
for zoom worship. Register to attend at https://bit.ly/
AkronFirstChurch or watch live on www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron.
Festival Worship at 11am on Sundays – watch live at
www.akronfcc.org/live or on www.facebook.com/
FCCofAkron.
See page 3 for more information about services.
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