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Dear Beloved,

The pandemic has reminded us how important 
relationships are. This is also a good theological shake-up 
– to consider whether we view the church as the primary 
point of relationship-building or only one of ritual. 
Ritual without authentic relationship quickly becomes 
unfulfi lling. Similarly, relationships that merely go 
through the motions are hollow and leave us wondering 
after awhile: “what’s the point?”

The disciples did what was necessary to have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Patricia Towns reminds us: 
“They hung out together, they ate together, they talked 
together, and they knew each other’s families. They were 
friends.” Yet they didn’t always agree (Acts 15:37-41) or 
approve of one another (John 18:10-11). One denied Jesus 
(Luke 22:56-62); one friend betrayed Jesus for money 
(Luke 1-6); and one doubted Jesus and didn’t believe his 
friends (John 20:24-29). Despite these things Jesus never 
broke the friendships but continued to invest.

As disciples following Christ, our relationships in the 
church should be sincere, have depth, and foster trust, 
understanding and forgiveness. The rituals of the church 
are the means to achieve this goal.  Although the Christian 
life may look ritualistic to non-believers, and while the 
pandemic may have fractured our sense of connection, the 

rituals of church every Sunday, Faith Enrichment every 

Wednesday, and Communion every month are activities 

that shape connections we need to grow in Christ, in faith, 

and in relationship with one another. In some families, a 

parent reads to their child every night  and some extended 

families eat together every Sunday. No one ever condemns 

families when they do activities that create bonds, but 

many question Christian practices that create spiritual 

bonds. 

As a believer grows in Christ, Christian rituals or practices 

(like praying daily, reading the Bible, attending worship, 

and participating in church events) are done in an attempt 

to get to follow and know Christ, as we get to know and 

encourage one another. 

As we come together this Fall and in the coming season 

as the pandemic wanes, may we embrace the rituals 

of our faith. May we make the effort to be together, 

whether online or in person, for the purpose of being in 

relationship with one another – to build one another up, 

bearing one another’s burdens, and working for the good 

in one another’s lives to the glory of God (Galatians 6).

In faith,
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This free public talk will address the causes and impacts 
of Climate Change and, most importantly, highlight the 
solutions that already exist. Feel free to invite others to join 
you at this online opportunity in our Season of Creation.

Informative and well known guest speaker Dr. Eric 
Schreiber had the opportunity to train with the 
renowned Climate Reality Project in 2006. Dr. Schreiber 
is a former adjunct faculty member of The Hiram College 
Environmental Studies department. He served on the 
Board of Directors of the Ohio Environmental Council 
until July 2014.

Dr. Schreiber is a retired Diagnostic Radiologist, who 
practiced at The Cleveland Clinic until July 2014. As a 
physician, he regards climate change as a major public 
health hazard. Dr. Schreiber fi rst became aware of global 
warming as a curiosity during his study of physics and 
chemistry as an undergraduate student. The serious 
nature of the problem became more apparent in the 
1980’s as a few climate scientists began to sound the alarm 
that change was occurring far more rapidly than initially 
anticipated. Dr. Schreiber resides in Cleveland, Ohio.

Famed Conservationist E.O. Wilson has proposed conserving 
50% of the planet’s surface to avoid a cataclysmic extinction 
event as well as to protect the ecosystem services that give us 
clean air to breath and clean water to drink. At the present 
time, only 13% of Summit County is protected by parks and 
conservation easements. Come and learn what you can do in 
your own backyard to help Save Planet Earth!

Join us to hear from guest speaker Rob Curtis who serves 
as Supervisor of Ecological Resources for the Summit 
Metro Parks. In this role, Rob oversees all park inventories 
and assessments and manages most ecological restoration 
projects. Rob has a bachelor’s degree in Wildlife and Fisheries 
Science from The Pennsylvania State University. His earliest 
memories include a fascination with wildlife and the 
outdoors – a fascination that continues today. He is a lifelong 
resident of the region and has a passion to protect and restore 
our natural resources for the benefi t of current and future 
generations.

This talk is free and open to the public. We encourage you to 
invite others to attend this informative event online to round 
out our 2021 Season of Creation.
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We are putting the pieces back together, this fall, of normal 
life – as “normal” as it can be as we continue to live through 
a pandemic. Join us October 10-31 for a worship series 
titled Putting the Pieces Together that will invite us to consider 
the ways we are and could rebuild in faith and hope.

A special celebration of the saints and loved ones in our 
lives, our church, and our Christian tradition, both the 
9am and 11am services will be memorable and meaningful.

The 11am Festival service, will also include the singing of 
a hymn beloved by many longtime members, Sunset of the 
Year. Join us for this joyous celebration as we honor many.

Come and celebrate World Communion Sunday on 
October 3 at both 9am and 11am; a day when we celebrate 
the diversity and unity of the whole Christian family 
around the globe. We will be joined this year by guest 
preacher Rev. Dr. Sandy Selby who will lead worship with 
Acting Associate Minister Bobby Burtt and our wonderful 
musicians.

With churches around the world, we are celebrating the 
Season of Creation once again this fall. 

Christians join the Psalmist in proclaiming the Earth is 
the Lord’s and all that is in it (Psalms 24:1). As people of 
faith, our baptismal call compels us to till and keep God’s 
garden, and participate in the renewal of the whole 
inhabited Earth, so that life may fl ourish and all may have 
a just and sustainable home.

By focusing, this year, on the concept of oikos (a Greek 
word for “home”) we hope to lift up the integral nature of 
the many relationships that hold the web of life together. 
Within the whole inhabited Earth (oikoumene), the Church 
(oikoumene) calls all households and societies (oikos) to turn 
our political, social and economic systems (oikonomia) 
towards just, sustainable economies of life, which respect 
the limits and life giving ecological boundaries (oikologia) 
of our common home.

We hope that this Season of Creation renews our 
baptismal call to care and sustain an ecological turning 
so that life may fl ourish, and all creatures may fi nd their 
place to fl ourish among our common home. The Season of 
Celebration concludes with World Communion Sunday.
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It’s time for the Summit Metro Parks’ Fall Hiking Spree 
and Sole Searching wants to help you reach your 8 hikes! 
Between now and the end of the year, hike with Bobby at 
10am on following days at the following parks:

• 10/9- Twinsburg Ledges Area & Nature Center, 9999 
Liberty Rd.,Twinsburg, OH 44087

• 10/23- Springfi eld Bog Metro Park, 1400 Portage Line 
Rd., Springfi eld Twp., OH 44312

• 11/13- Goodyear Heights Metro Park, Pioneer Area, 550 
Frazier Ave., Akron, OH 44305

• 11/27- Wood Hollow Metro Park, 2121 Barlow Rd., 
Hudson, OH 44236

• 12/11- Firestone Metro Park, 2620 Harrington Rd., 
Akron, OH 44319

• 12/25- CHRISTMAS DAY, no planned hike but if you are 
interested please reach out to Bobby 330.780.8122 or 
bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org

Hope to see you out there! For info on the Fall Hiking 
Spree, please go to https://www.summitmetroparks.org/
hiking-spree.aspx.

Contem-PAINT is a supportive and encouraging space for 
artists and crafters, not just painters!  Bring your project 
(or just your creative energy) along on Sunday, October 3. 
This small group will meet in the Art Room from 4-6pm. 
This is a space and time for those of all (or no) skill levels 
and for all ages. 

Create time and space in your life to relax and just express 
something random and beautiful or something intentional 
and artistic– all are welcome!

Meetings take place on the fi rst Sunday of each month. For 
more information, contact facilitator Amber Keaton at 
ambercullenart@gmail.com.

On Sunday evenings 
twice each month, from 
6-7pm, members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community 
meet together in person 
or online to explore 
Christianity and the 

possibility of understanding faith in new ways as we 
reclaim and explore our faith journeys. Join us as we 
rethink God’s love toward LGBTQIA+ Christians! If you 
would like to join the group this month, please register at 
https://bit.ly/ComingOutChristian. 

A working group has been 
established, and recipes 
are being collected! Have a 
favorite recipe you want to 
share with the rest of the 
community? Have a favorite 
recipe passed down from a 
loved one? Well, we would 
love to be able to share in 
those special memories 
and delicious delicacies. To 
contribute to the cookbook, 
go to https://www.typensave.
com/get-started/ and use 
the following credentials:

Username: FCCAkron
Password: season120

From there you can view 
recipes, add recipes, get recipe writing tips, and ask 
questions. Don’t have a computer? Feel free to write it up 
and mail or bring a copy to the church by November 19, 
attention Bobby Burtt. 

Contact Bobby with any questions or concerns 
330.780.8122 or bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.

Join a group of retired men who meet each Monday at the 
church for a time of fellowship and to watch a documentary 
together on a topic of interest. They welcome others 
to join them for conversation and connection. Contact 
Howard Tolley, Jay Hershey, or Richard Milford for more 
information.
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Starting Wednesday, October 20, join Bobby Burtt for a 
book club from 10:45am-noon 
in the Conference Room. All are 
welcome to come and join as the 
group reads and discusses Finding 
Meaning: The Sixth Stage of Grief by 
David Kessler. Please order a copy 
of the book from your favorite 
bookseller and bring it with you. 
The group meetings will begin 
later in the month to afford those 
who wish to participate, a chance 
to begin reading the text.

This series will be helpful to those who are actively grieving 
the loss of a loved one. It will also be meaningful for anyone 
who has dealt with grief or who is trying to make meaning 
of life and life’s losses in the midst of the pandemic that is 
only one in many recent societal shifts.

About the Book:

In this book, Kessler gives readers a roadmap to 
remembering those who have died with more love 
than pain; he shows us how to move forward in a way 
that honors our loved ones. Kessler’s insight is both 
professional and intensely personal. His journey with 
grief began when, as a child, he witnessed a mass shooting 
at the same time his mother was dying. For most of his life, 
Kessler taught physicians, nurses, counselors, police, and 
fi rst responders about end of life, trauma, and grief, as 
well as leading talks and retreats for those experiencing 
grief. Despite his knowledge, his life was upended by the 
sudden death of his twenty-one-year-old son.

How does the grief expert handle such a tragic loss? He 
knew he had to fi nd a way through this unexpected, 
devastating loss, a way that would honor his son. That, 
ultimately, was the sixth state of grief – meaning. 

In Finding Meaning, Kessler shares the insights, collective 
wisdom, and powerful tools that will help those 
experiencing loss. We hope you will join Bobby on 
Wednesday mornings for this discussion opportunity.

Matt Dudack will be with us on Sunday mornings from 
October 3 – November 21 to offer steelpan classes in the 
Upper Room, from 10-10:50am, and prepare the group for 
participation in worship. All experience levels, high school 
age and older, are welcome to participate. Please contact 
Alex, alex.morris@akronfcc.org, 330.253.5109 x112.

The Handbell Choir rehearses in person each week on 
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30pm. To learn more or join the 
group, contact director, Christine Allison.

Chancel choir members and others with choral singing 
experience are invited to sing with the Sunday quartet at 
the Festival service this Fall. To learn more or to sign up, 
contact Organist and Choir Director, Julie Lehman.

Beginning on Wednesday, October 6, and meeting each 
Wednesday evening from 6:45-8pm with Pastor Nanette, 
this series will explore classic Christian themes and 
empower participants to reconsider and reconstruct their 
hopes, dreams, and theology. This discussion based group 
will use bible study and the writings of theologians and 
thinkers as fuel for exploration and consideration.

The group will meet in person each week in either the 
Conference Room or Fellowship Hall, as necessary to  
allow for physical distancing. Participants may also join 
virtually by registering at https://bit.ly/Faith-Enrichment
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The Feed My Sheep Garden is 
beginning to wrap up another 
successful growing season. 
With bountiful harvests of 
greens, root vegetables, and 
winter squash still coming in, 
this season’s garden yield is 
on track to exceed last year’s 
total of 1,858 lb. 

One of my favorite challenges 
of growing in raised beds is 
the fi nite amount of space 
available. The Feed My Sheep 

Garden beds total approximately 2,000 square feet of 
growing space. One point of reference for the viability of 
a garden is to compare the square footage to the harvest 
yield; 1 pound of produce per 1 square foot of growing 
space is considered an excellent yield. With a total of 
1,858lb out of 2,000 square feet, the Feed My Sheep Garden 
holds its own. So when we challenge ourselves to grow 
more produce in the same amount of square footage, we 
have to get creative! Most of the garden beds feature built-
in trellises to make use of vertical space. Of course, the 
strawberry pallet planters are a great example of vertical 
growing. New this year, we began experimenting with 
arching fence panels between garden beds in order to 
make use of vertical space above our pathways as well. 

Please reach out if you have any creative vertical growing 
ideas or if you are interested in getting involved with the 
Garden! Big thanks to weekly volunteers Linda, Paula, 
Judy, and UDS BraVo! members for all of their hard work 
and support. 

Submitted by Sam Phillips, Feed My Sheep Garden Manager

Our October Mission of the Month is Limitless Ambition.

Limitless Ambition, Inc. uses creative approaches to help 
girls and young women overcome boundaries to their 
success. Built and led by women, the nonprofi t preserves 
and promotes the visions of emerging women who have 
been discouraged from pursuing their goals. By providing 
resources, training, and support - this young organization 
assists girls and young women in developing their limitless 
ambitions. They’re staffed by hardworking, sincere 
women who have seen how important these support 
structures are. 

Each month, through our Mission of the Month, members 
and friends are invited to learn more about the mission 
of a local non-profi t organization whose goals align with 
First Church’s and who extend our ministry through 
partnership. Your designated donations are added to 
the allocated Mission of the Month award of $600 to 
support the important work of these organizations. Please 
consider mailing a donation with ‘Mission of the Month’ in 
the memo line or donating online (donations received in 
October will go to Limitless Ambition).

With the re-start of school year, the Food Pantry needs 
additional distribution volunteers on Tuesday mornings. 

It is safe. Volunteers are masked and wear gloves. Social 
distancing is enforced as much as is practical. Clients 
rarely enter the building. Most arrive in vehicles and never 
get out. It is organized. There are specifi c work stations 
to which each volunteer is assigned. Volunteers arrive 
around 8:30am and  are regularly out the door by 11:00am. 
Active distribution is from 9:30-10:30am.

It is needed by God’s children. Because the COVID related 
government assistance is ending we anticipate greater 
numbers. On September 7 we served 46 families, or 143 
individuals. We are providing needed, valuable ministry.

If you want to volunteer or need more information in 
order to decide, please contact Larry Becker at 330-696-
6709 or email food.pantry@akonfcc.org. 
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Parenting is a tough job. Raising children of faith can 
feel even more daunting! Conversations about faith can 
be exceptionally challenging and it feels important yet 
overwhelming to consider how to encourage faith in our 
kids while juggling all of life’s demands.

We want to help by giving you a place to come where you 
can ask questions, get answers, and just get to talk with and 
be around other parents who are experiencing the same 
joys and struggles as you. Join Pastor Nanette on the 3rd 
Sunday of every month for an in person Parents’ Forum 
from 4:30-5:15pm (held concurrently with the Sprout 
Program). Our fi rst meeting will be October 17. 

One thing that really helps engage children and youth 
with their faith is by being able to play an active role in 
worship. That is why we are reaching out to see how your 
children might want to be involved. Some ways to be 
involved include:

• Lighting the candles before worship
• Giving the call to worship
• Reading the bible passages for the day
• Helping serve communion

If one of these or any other role is interesting to you or 
your children, please let Bobby know by calling/texting 
330.780.8122 or emailing bobby.butt@akronfcc.org. There 
are no age limits on who can participate, but at-home 
reading skill development is necessary for readers.

We have offi cially kicked off the program year and it’s time 
to start thinking about Faith Formation for children and 
youth. With the rise of the Delta variant it may be hard to 
even consider what this will look like, but we have a solid 
starting plan and lots of options for you and your family.

Programming for children and youth will be offered 
on the 3rd Sunday of every month in the early evening. 
The location inside of the church building will change 
depending on the size of the group (to better ensure 
physical distancing and overall safety) and to accomodate 
the activities that are planned for each meeting. The 
schedule on any given Sunday is going to look like this:

• 4:30 pm-5:15 pm - SPROUT (2 year olds to 2nd graders)  
• 5:30 pm-6:15 pm - GROW (5th -9th graders)
• 6:30 pm- 7:30 pm- EVOLVE (10th-12th graders)

Our fi rst meeting will happen on October 17, and then  we’ll 
meet again on November 21. Don’t see your age group but 
still want to come? Feel free to come to whichever program 
is closest to your age, or if you have siblings you can attend 
with them. If you have any questions or are willing to 
volunteer to support these programs, please reach out to 
Bobby at 330.780.8122 or bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org. We 
look forward to seeing you soon and having fun this Fall!
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First Church has long supported children and families 
through the local Mason Community Learning Center. 
We do this in two primary ways. During the academic 
year, members and friends pack weekend blessing bags of 
food supplies for students experiencing food insecurity. 
We also work together with the CLC staff to provide in-
classroom support for learning, as well as items such as 
winter clothing, that make learning possible.

This month, our Mason Ministry Team is collecting 
winter coats to donate to the children of Mason CLC. 
This year another group will be donating hats, gloves and 
mittens. To sign up, please look out for a link in church 
communications or contact the church offi ce. Donations 
of new coats can be dropped off at the church during the 
week and on Sunday mornings. Please have all donations 
in by October 31.

Submitted by Laura Bishop, Mason CLC Ministry Team

PhotoScan is a new scanner app from Google Photos that 
lets you scan and save your favorite printed photos using 
your phone’s camera. This app will automatically crop 
based on edge detection, and includes smart rotation so 
your photos stay right-side-up no matter which way you 
scan them. The photos can be on a wall, in a photo frame 
or on a book or magazine cover. PhotoScan typically 
eliminates most, if not all, glare. Will the resulting photo 
fi le be equal in quality as an original photo? No, but it 
comes close, and if you are a genealogist or history buff, 
this is an excellent way of archiving vintage and antique 
photos electronically. Use the Google Photos app to save 
all your scans easily, providing safe, cloud storage for your 
valuable pictures.

Our PB&J program is starting back up! This program 
provides food for breakfast, lunch, and snacks over 
the weekends for students of Mason CLC who are 
experienceing food insecurity at home. We’re so happy 
this ministry has started again as it does valuable work!

Breakfast is usually cereal, then depending what the 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank has, granola bars or 
poptarts. Lunch items are usually a can of fruit and 2 
cans of spaghetti rings, spaghetti and meatballs, beef 
stew, ravioli, mac & cheese, soup. etc; things that a child 
can esaily prepare themselves. Snacks are often included, 
things like pudding, fruit snacks, bags of chips, cookies, or 
pretzels. One week, usually the third week, we also send 
home a jar of peanut butter. The fourth week we send 
home a jar of jelly. The Foodbank provides loaves of bread 
and English muffi ns or bagels every week.

Submitted by Mary Ann Gray, PB&J Ministry Coodinator
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‘Together’ is a subversive gathering of Christ followers 
from across the Northeast Ohio region dedicated to 
uniting and inspiring the people of God to do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly.

This year’s keynote speaker is Shane Claiborne, a speaker, 
activist, and best-selling author. He founded the Simple 
Way in Philadelphia and heads up Red Letter Christians, a 
movement of folks who are committed to living “as if Jesus 
meant the things he said.”

Pastor Nanette will be a panelist in one of the breakout 
sessions at the Gathering – God Dreams: Church. The church 
is the dream of God, but should also be an engine of 
inspiration for all people to live out the dreams of God 
in every aspect and realm of their life. But, is the church 
doing its job? In this breakout you will hear from seasoned 
pastors as they share ways that the church can contribute 
to the fl ourishing of their city through the “ordinary” and 
“everyday.”

Learn more about the Gathering and register to attend at 
https://www.togetherneo.com/

The Living Water Association, Ohio NorthEast of the 
Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ 
will be hosting an online panel discussion on Saturday, 
October 9, from 1:30 to 4pm. This event will be held in 
collaboration with a number of ecumenical and interfaith 
partners exploring ways that people of faith can respond 
to the declaration of racism as a public health crisis. 
Those who would like to attend can register online at
livingwaterone.org/events.

The discussion on Saturday, October 9, will include a 
presentation followed by a panel discussion about racism 
and public health. The event will begin with a presentation by 
Rev. Dr. Elyse Berry, Associate for Advocacy and Leadership 
Development for the Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries, UCC. The panel discussion will include Veronica 
Sims, District Five representative on Summit County 
Council; Rev. Raymond Greene, Jr., Executive Director of 
Freedom BLOC; and Kenyona Sunny Matthews, Co-Founder 
of Dimensions of Isms. The discussion will highlight local 
efforts to respond racism as it relates to public health. 

The objective of the event is to raise awareness and present a 
call to action for faith communities to engage in the work of 
racial justice and health equity.

The Summit County Sheriff’s Offi ce invites you to join 
local law enforcement, houses of worship, and community 
members for a day of resolution, reconciliation, and 
bridge-building.

First Church is happy to be represented at this event. If 
you have a yard game you’d like to donate for the day, or 
if you would like to be there to help represent our church, 
please contact alex.morris@akronfcc.org or call the offi ce 
at 330.253.5109. We will be there for the duration of the 
event with cornhole and a cotton candy machine. We hope 
to see you and your friends and family there!The University of Akron Symphony Orchestra is scheduled 

to return to First Church to kick off their 2021-2022 concert 
season on Thursday, October 14, at 7:30pm. Led by Dr. Guy 
Bordo, they will perform music by Mozart, Honegger, Ives, 
and Haydn. Per current First Church policy, all attendees 
must be fully masked for the duration of the event.
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On September 7, construction began in the main hallway 
leading to Fellowship Hall. The two main restrooms 
have been demolished. That space will be made into 
three single-person restrooms and one men’s two-stall 
restroom. Two of the restrooms will be ADA compliant. 
The short hallway leading past the Music Room will be 
extended to the exterior of the building allowing for the 
addition of an accessible entrance to the Garden.
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The First Church Memorial Garden is complete and open. 
See the September edition of the Chronicle for a nifty 
timeline of its construction. We are grateful to the masons 
from C.O.I. Stonework for their artistic craftsmanship.

The Memorial Garden will enable the community to 
inter the cremated remains of loved ones after making 
arrangements with our ministers. The ashes cannot be 
buried in containers, but will be interred in a designated, 
unmarked plot. A record of all burial locations will be kept 
in the church offi ce. The Memorial Garden is open for 
visitors during the church’s regular hours, weekdays and 
Sundays. 

Interment in the First Church Memorial Garden is a 
wonderful way to remain connected to the mission and 
purpose of First Church in perpetuity and to fi nd rest in 
a garden setting where children play, and food is grown 
and shared, bringing the whole cycle of life into harmony.

If you would like to consider interment in the First Church 
Memorial Garden, please speak with Pastor Nanette 
or visit www.akronfcc.org/memorialgarden for more 
information and the relevant forms.

On the exterior of the building, work has begun to create 
an accessible walkway entrance into the garden area so 
that all of our members and friends can easily access the 
playground, the Feed My Sheep Garden, and the Memorial 
Garden. We look forward to enjoying the fi nal product!
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The Feeding Hope Food Pantry received much needed 
new refrigeration units in September. Two, two-door 
units were replaced by two, three-door units, increasing 
our capacity. 

First Church greatly appreciates the fi nancial support 
of the Northern Ohio Golf Charities Foundation, which 
provided us with a $5,000 grant towards the purchase of 
the new refrigerators. The Feeding Hope Food Pantry also 
received a $2,000 Cardinal Health Food Capacity Building 
Grant to assist with the purchase.

Grace House Akron held its groundbreaking ceremony on 
September 15. Pastor Nanette and Finance and Operations 
Manager, Janis Worley, serve in various capacities for 
Grace House Akron and attended the event.

Grace House Akron aims to provide a caring environment 
for individuals with terminal illness who are without 
caregivers and housing insecure, and face spending their 
last days or weeks alone or in undesirable conditions. 
To build the comfort-care home, Grace House Akron 
launched the Built on Love Capital Campaign in 2020. 
This project is indeed built on love -- a community-
driven effort in every sense, requiring the time, talent and 
treasure of many.

First Church is on social media! You can follow us on 
Twitter (@1stChurchAkron) or on Facebook and Instagram 
(FirstChurchAkron). Be sure to check out our posts about 
special events, announcements, and more! 

All worship services are available on our YouTube channel. 
Look in the description for quick links to different parts of 
the service.
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You can reduce water usage by:

Reduceing time spent in the shower, and 
turn off the water while soaping up. You 
can also turn off the water in the sink while 
shaving, brushing your teeth or during 
any other sink-related activities.

Submerge a full water bottle in the toilet 
tank to displace water for a makeshift low-
fl ow model to save water with each fl ush.

If you wash your car at home, consider 
washing it on the grass. Depending on the 
soap you use, it shouldn’t harm the grass, 
and you’ll avoid adding to the runoff that 
carries pollution collected on concrete 
surfaces.

Recycle water in your home. You can 
collect water in the following ways and use 
it for cleaning, watering plants, and other 
household chores at your discretion:

• Save water used for boiling food instead 
of dumping it out.

• When washing dishes, use a tub in the 
sink to catch the water.

• While waiting for the shower to heat 
up, collect the water with buckets.

• After fi nishing a glass of water, pour 
remaining water into a designated 
container.

Some of these may  sound ‘icky’, but you can always use this 
saved water for outdoor cleaning, like pots and brickwork. 

Congratulations to Finance and Operations Manager 
Janis Worley for completing her Leadership Akron Class 
37 Signature Program year! Leadership Akron’s mission 
is to inspire, strengthen and empower leaders, and we 
appreciate Janis’ representation of First Church in this 
important community program.

We received a wonderful assortment of items to send to 
Pastor Antigone! Thank you to everyone who brought 
something to send. As always, you can continue to bring in 
cards to add to a regular mailing that we send to her.
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October 1
Wes Lemmon

October 2
Stephen Savides

October 3
Gina Ramirez

October 6
Karen Foley
Linda Sayre
Paula Speight
Amanda Cole

October 8
Julianne Kennedy
Terri Cook

October 10
Pat McKay
Michael Chaney

October 11
Bud Marston

October 12
Katherine Johnson
Deborah Anderson

October 13
Laura Bishop

October 14
Alauna Redfern

October 15
Leah Forcey

October 20
Tonia Burford

October 22
Amber Keaton
Jessica Fox

October 25
Don Lastocy

October 27
Steve King

October 29
Marian Carlson

There are lots of tips and tricks out there to 
save you money, but they only work if you 
know about them. For example, with the 
ShopSavvy app, you can scan a bar code on an 
item and it will tell you where else it is being 
sold and the going price, so you know if you 
are getting a good deal. Do you own a fi re 
extinguisher or a home security system like 
the Ring doorbell or SimpliSafe? Having one 
or more of these items can save you money 
on your homeowner’s insurance premium 
– call your agent and let them know to see if 
you qualify. Join a “Buy Nothing” Facebook 
group for your area, (example, “Buy Nothing 
Akron”), and get new, or nearly new, items for 
free from neighbors (or declutter your home 
by offering up items!)

The same goes for contributing money to 
support your favorite causes. There are 
many ways to do it, from simply giving cash, 
to donating stock or other investments like 
real estate, transferring money from IRA’s, 
or leaving legacy gifts such as endowments. 
Each way has its advantages – some are easier 

to carry out than others, tax implications 
can be different, and the recognition for 
the donation can be different as well. But 
one thing is always the same – the deep 
appreciation from the receiving organization 
for your generosity! If you are considering a 
donation to First Church, and would like to 
discuss your options, please contact Finance 
and Operations Manager Janis Worley at 
330.253.5109 x111 or janis.worley@akronfcc.
org.
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Over the years, First Church has published many 
recipe books. Each month we’ll share a recipe from the 
archive celebrating the submissions made by church 
members.

Submitted by Sharon Bible

2½   cups all-purpose fl our
2 cups sugar
1 tbsp pumpkin pie spice
1 tsp baking soda
½   tsp salt
2 eggs lightly beaten
1 cup Libby’s solid-pack 
pumpkin
½   cup vegetable oil
2 cups peeled, fi nely chopped apples
Streusel topping

In a large bowl, combine the fi rst 5 ingredients; set 
aside. In a medium bowl, combine the eggs, pumpkin, 
and oil. Add liquid ingredients to dry ingredients; 
stir just until moistened. Stir in apples. Spoon batter 
into greased or paper-lined muffi n cups, fi lling ¾   
full. Sprinkle streusel topping over batter. Bake in 
preheated 350° oven for 35-40 minutes, or until 
toothpick comes out clean.

Streusel topping: In a small bowl, combine 2 tbsp 
all-purpose fl our, 1/4 cup sugar, and 1/2 tsp ground 
cinnamon. Cut in 4 tsp butter, until mixture is 
crumbly. Makes 18 muffi ns.

Variation: For 6 giant muffi ns, increase baking time to 
40-45 minutes.

Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person, 
we offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer. 
In our First Church community, we pray for Antigone P., 
Art W., Barbara S., Betty S., Bill F., Callahan H., Duane P., 
Elizabeth V., Joan L., Karen F., Margaret P., Margaret P., 
Michael L., Mildred A., Patti N., Paulette J., and Rick T.

Due to online distribution of the Chronicle, we are not listing last 
names publicly on our prayer list. If you have any questions about 
those listed, if you would like to add a name, or if you would like 
to share a celebration or condolence with the wider First Church 
community, please email Acting Associate Minister, Bobby Burtt, 
at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.

We offer our heartfelt condolences to the family of Benjamin 
Salchak who passed away on September 2. Ben’s ashes were 
buried in the Memorial Garden following a memorial service 
in the Meetinghouse.

On September 9, Barbara Hansford peacefully passed away 
at her home in Houston, Missouri. No services are planned 
at this time.

The First Church directory is now digital. All members and 
active church participants are welcome to maintain their 
own entry in the directory. Contact Alex Morris, alex.morris@
akronfcc.org, 330.253.5109 x112 for more information.

Pastor Nanette and all of the First Congregational Staff and 
Congregation,

Thank you for supporting South Street Ministries as the 
Mission of the Month! I deeply love my visits to your fellowship 
and services, and I’m so thankful for the voices and vision 
your church represents and embodies. Thank you for the 
partnership in love, ministry, and faith!

Simply,

Joe Tucker and the South Street Family

Join with members of our local sister United Church 
of Christ churches for an opportunity to hear from 
renowned author Diana Butler Bass, the keynote speaker, 
and to see what is happening in our Association. The act 
of futuring actively views the present world as a window 
on possible future outcomes. Futuring watches trends, 
assesses situations, anticipates future needs, practices 
foresight, and explores possibilities. Futuring focuses on 
signals, uncovers patterns, looks back to look at the future, 
and cultivates readiness for new possibilities. Register 
here: https://livingwaterone.org/annual-meeting/
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