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Dear Beloved,
We have entered the time in the cycle of the church year
where things pick up again. The long months of the
summer have passed and now, in our services, we begin to
mark the events that form and shape our Christian faith,
Christmas through Easter.
It is a particularly meaningful experience this year as I’ve
watched the steady flow of members and friends coming
back in person to worship, fellowship, and engaging in
service together.
We’re a little like the characters of the nativity, each
arriving at the Spirit’s leading, in different ways and at
different times, yet none are less meaningful or impactful
than another. It is, and continues to be, a blessing as each
of you makes an appearance to form part of the tableau of
church life here in downtown Akron!
The manger and the Christmas moment asks each of us
to respond to the leading of the Spirit. Danish theologian,
Søren Kierkegaard, noted that not everyone associated
with the Christmas story chose to respond. In the Gospels
we read that the chief priests and scribes of Jerusalem
knew the location of Jesus’ birth.

They shared the information with Herod who in turn
confirmed it with the Magi and encouraged them on
their way. Kierkegaard notes: “Although the scribes could
explain where the Messiah should be born, they remained
quite unperturbed in Jerusalem. They did not accompany
the [Magi] to seek him... What a difference! The [Magi] had
only a rumor to go by. But it moved them to make that long
journey. The scribes were much better informed, much
better versed. They sat and studied the Scriptures like so
many dons, but it did not make them move.”
Kierkegaard goes on to say: “Similarly, we may know
the whole of Christianity, yet make no movement. The
power that moved heaven and earth leaves us completely
unmoved... We are tempted to suppose that such a person
wishes to fool us, unless we admit that [they are] only
fooling [themselves].”
This coming season, I pray we will each respond to the
example of Christ, the leading of the Spirit, and the grace
of God by finding our moment to move, to approach the
manger, and to witness the goodness of God in our lives
and in the world.
Come, draw near,

Quotation Source: Watch For the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas,
Plough Publishing House, 2001.

DRAW NEAR TO WONDER

I wonder if the earth is waiting for a Messiah like I am—
Trees bending toward love,
fireflies keeping a promise to be light,
the moon returning over and over again
with hope that the world will look differently this time.
I wonder if I’ll ever really know when it happens—
Those moments when God is in my midst.
Those all the time,
everywhere,
rare kind of moments that I’m terrible at trusting but
know like a rainstorm.
I wonder, because I am human.
I wonder, because not wondering leaves me stuck.
And I cannot be stuck in a world
that separates children from parents,
women from their bodies,
and men from their emotions.

2021 Advent Season: Draw Near
NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 19

This year, our Advent theme is Draw Near; an affirmation
that God has drawn near to us by taking on flesh and
experiencing what it is to be human.
The season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 28 and
runs through Sunday, December 19. Join us this season
online or in person as we all Draw Near to Wonder, Truth,
Justice, and One Another!

So I wonder.
Will the stars ever fall?
Will I see you face to face, and you see me?
Will the moon come back tonight and sigh, saying,
“Ah yes. I can see that God is here. This is what I’ve been
waiting for.”
Sarah Are © A Sanctified Art

Attend Sunday worship each Sunday at 9am or 11am in
person in the Meetinghouse or online at https://bit.ly/
First-Church-YouTube. Participate in the lighting of the
advent candles and see the beautful decorations, as we
prepare our hearts and minds to receive the Christmas
story – the gift of the Christ-child – in a brand new way.

Service of Hope and Healing
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 7:30PM

This service is an ideal space for anyone who needs quiet
and comfort amidst the holiday cheer and busyness.
You are invited to enter into a comforting and honest
space for our Service of Hope & Healing that makes room
for all, including those of us who are grieving or who are
struggling in mind, body, or spirit.
On Wednesday, December 22, at 7:30pm in the
Meetinghouse, you’re invited to take some time away from
the hustle and bustle of the season. This service provides
a space for those of us who need a time apart, those who
may be wrestling amidst the holiday season.
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28
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Christmas Eve Services

Holly Jolly Drive Thru

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2021

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVENT – DECEMBER 17, 7-8:30PM

On Christmas Eve we gather to celebrate the ways that
Love has and continues to draw us near to God!

On Friday, December 17, from 7pm-8:30pm, you can come
see Santa and all his helpers here at First Church as we
host our first ever Holly Jolly Drive Thru. Stay in your car
as you drop off letters directly to Santa, experience lights
and decorations, answer trivia, listen to music, and enjoy
hot cocoa and eat cookies. Fun and Holiday Cheer are
guaranteed to abound!

Come celebrate the birth and hope of Christ this
Christmas Eve, December 24, in three unique worship
experiences. The 5pm and 8pm services will be available
both in person and online at https://bit.ly/First-ChurchYouTube. The 11pm service will only be available as an inperson experience.
CELEBRATE WORSHIP @5PM

Join us for a joy-filled, uptempo Christmas celebration!
This 45-minute service is ideally suited for families with
young children who are looking to celebrate in ways that
appeal both to those who are young in age and young at
heart! Worship will be led by our pastors and jazz musicians
from our Celebrate worship service.

Volunteers will certainly be needed to help set up,
tear down, and run the event. If you are interested in
volunteering for this event, or if you have any questions,
please contact Membership Board Chair Toby LiechtyClifford, tmcliff1966@gmail.com.

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS @8PM

This traditional service of the birth narrative readings
will hail Christ’s arrival accompanied by organ, brass, and
choir to lift your spirits as we listen and sing carols. The
service will be led by our pastors and our Organist and
Choir Director, Julie Lehman. Worship will conclude with
Silent Night by candlelight.
CAROLS, CANDLES, & COMMUNION @11PM

This late night service offers a more reflective opportunity
for worship with communion, candle lighting, and carols
accompanied by gentle music and the sounds of O Holy
Night. An ideal service for anyone who is looking to round
out a busyy festive season or who tries to avoid holidayy hype.
yp

Martin Luther King Celebration
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 5PM, PRELUDE BEGINS 4:45PM

First Church will once again host the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration on behalf of the MLK Celebration
Coalition and the City of Akron. This event was a great
success and meaningful experience when we last hosted
in 2016. Please join us this next year in welcoming our
neighbors and the wider community once again.
The event will feature a Community Choir singing Lift
Every Voice and Sing. All singers are encouraged to join the
same-day rehearsal in the Upper Room beginning at 4pm.
The Musical Devotion, or prelude, for the event will begin
in the Meetinghouse at 4:45pm with the event starting at
5pm. Clergy are invited to process and to meet beforehand
in Fellowship Hall. The keynote address will be offered by
Angela Dawson who serves as the Executive Director of the
Ohio Commission on Minority Health and the program
will include greetings from the Akron Police Chief, Senator
Vernon Sykes, and Judi Hill, president of the local NAACP.
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Laura and Chuck Monroe’s granddaughter, Rose, puts their First
Church peace ornament on the Christmas tree with glee! Members
and friends appreciated receiving a variety of inspirational holiday
items this season, including pumpkin bread, Advent devotionals, and
Christmas ornaments. Thanks to those who delivered the blessings:
Christine Allison, Bobby Burtt, Michael Howard, Alex Morris, Nanette
Pitt, Kellie Ramirez, Susanne Shoffner, Paula Speight, Tevin Tietje,
Martha Vye, and Sue Yoder.

Thank you and the staff and volunteers so much for the wonderful
advent bag! What a lovely surprise to find it on our doorstep.
We so appreciate all the special things that are done by and for this
congregation and by Pastor Nanette.
Thanks for making our day,
Cal and Beth
Nanette:
Sue and I would like to thank you and the church for the Advent Gift
Bag, which was delivered this afternoon. It was very thoughtful and
much appreciated!
Howard & Sue Tolley
Thank you for doing the Advent gift bags! It is a friendly, intimate,
and meaningful touch of care to the congregation. It has been very
meaningful for me as well.
God bless you, and Happy Holidays.
Michael
Such a nice surprise to find this at my door. I look forward to the
chance to draw or color with the meditations.
Thank you,
Ann Snyder
Thank you greatly for remembering me with the special bag of
treats and gingerbread loaf that you delivered to my door!!
Bobby and Nanette, you are thoughtful and caring people in doing
God’s work – taking your special time to share the love!
Thank you,
Dorothy Montgomery

Faith Formation Youth Groups
We are two meetings into our monthly Youth Groups and
things are really starting to get exciting! If your children
have been coming, I hope they have told you about all the
fun they have had and the activities they have gotten to
participate in. I would also like to share a word of thanks
for you and your children. Trying something new is hard,
and it can be especially hard when your children are
nervious and don’t know what to expect, but you did it
anyway and that’s a huge first step. I have been incredibly
blessed by this time with your children and I can’t wait to
grow a program with them and with you.
If your children haven’t been able to attend, I really hope
that you will consider coming with them over the course
of the next two months. We have really fun games and
activities planned for children and youth of all ages and
abilities. Our Youth Groups are fun for all, a safe space
where each child can choose to participate in ways that
feel safe and appropriate for them, and a time where your
children get to be themselves and not have to worry about
what others might think.
We will continue meeting on the third Sunday of every
month, with our next meetings being December 19 and
January 16. Please mark your calendars for these days!
Children in grades 3 and 4 can come to either of the first
two sessions.
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Online Fellowship Hour
1st AND 3rd FRIDAYS OF EVERY MONTH, 2PM

Join Bobby and the Parish Nurses, Judy and Terri, for a
virtual check-in hour twice per month on Fridays at 2pm.
This is a great time to reconnect and stay connected with
your First Church community, check in on one another,
and continue to be a part of each other’s lives! This
gathering only occurs virtually.
Join via zoom: https://bit.ly/Check-In-Hour.
The December gatherings will take place on the 3rd and
the 17th and the January gatherings will occur on the 7th
and the 21st. We look forward to seeing you online soon!

Sole Searching
YOUNG ADULT HIKING GROUP
2nd & 4th SATURDAYS OF THE MONTH, 10AM

It may be getting colder outside, but that doesn’t mean
it isn’t still a good idea to get out and go hiking! Sole
Searching continues to venture through the Summit
Metro Parks and you are welcome to come out and blaze a
trail with us.
Sole Searching is a group of the young and young at
heart who are interested in getting out of the house and
exploring God’s creation. Hosted at a different Summit
Metro Park on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of every month at
10am, the hikes in December and January will be:

Wednesday Faith Enrichment

January 22 - Wood Hollow Metro Park
2121 Barlow Rd, Hudson, Ohio

Beginning on Wednesday, January 12, join fellow
seekers, believers, and questioners on Wednesdays for
two opportunities for conversation, study, and faith
enrichment – morning and evening. Both of these bible
study discussion groups will run through February 23.
You are welcome to join sessions as you are able, one or all.
The sessions are held in person, at First Church, in settings
that allow for distancing while encouraging connection.

February 12 - O’Neil Woods Metro Park
2550 Martin Rd., Akron, OH 44333

EL ROI: GOD WHO SEES
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS, 10:45AM-NOON

February 22 - Hampton Hills Metro Park
2925 Akron-Peninsula Rd., Akron, OH 44313

In Genesis 16:13 Hagar names God, El Roi (el ro-ee), or
God who sees me. In this way, throughout the Bible, one of
the greatest blessings is being seen by God, and one of the
greatest slights is when God turns their face away from us
so that we feel as though we cannot be seen.

December 11 - Firestone Metro Park
2620 Harrington Rd., Akron, 44319
December 25 - Christmas Day, no hike
January 8 - Valley View Area, Cascade Metro Park
1212 Cuyahoga St., Akron, OH 44313

LGBTQIA+ Support and Care
COMING OUT CHRISTIAN

On the second and fourth
Sundays of the month,
from 6-7pm, members of
the LGBTQIA+ community
meet together to explore
Christianity and the
possibility of understanding faith in new ways as we
reclaim and explore our faith journeys. Join us as we
rethink God’s love toward LGBTQIA+ Christians!
Feel free to email facilitators Brenda Waddell and Tevin
Tietje with any questions, cochristian@akronfcc.org

Come join in this 7-week study series as we discuss just
how God sees us and loves us for who we are, even though
at times we may feel like God should turn away from us.
Join Bobby on Wednesday mornings for this uplifting bible
study experience.
SCRIPTURE ENGAGEMENT SERIES
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 6:45-8:00PM

Discover ‘outside-the-box’ ways to interact with the
Scriptures and take the opportunitie to deepen your
relationship with God and fellow believers. Join Sara
Schwendeman and Pastor Nannete for this encouraging
and educational experience of sharing and learning.
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Building and Grounds Update

Welcome Our Newest Member

We’ve been blessed throughout the pandemic to achieve
so much, from re-painting and re-flooring various
spaces, to installing new fixtures on our property like the
Memorial Garden, and now our ADA compliant restrooms
are nearing completion! Here are the latest happenings in
our building:

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, WAS JOINING SUNDAY!

Matt Kalgreen joined the First
Church community in membership
at the 9am Celebrate service on
November 21. Matt regularly attends
the 9am Celebrate service. He works
in sales and loves reading, sports,
traveling, and music. Welcome
Matt, we’re glad to journey together!

VESTIBULE DOORS

Both the outside and inside sets of vestibule doors at our
Chapel entrance were wearing significantly and needed to
be replaced. The new outside doors have large windows,
so it is much easier now to see outside. Both sets of doors
were installed with removable center mullions to allow
large deliveries to the church, such as we get weekly with
the food pantry, to have easier access to the building. The
removable mullions also help prevent a lot of wear and
tear on the doors that were getting damaged from the
large transportation carts.

Our next series of Inquirers’ Gatherings will be held
on Sunday, May 1 and 8, 2022 with a Joining Sunday
opportunity on May 15, 2022. Save the date to learn more
and consider membership with First Church.

THE PERIMETER OF THE PARKING LOT

The perimeter of our parking lot across the street was
overgrown with weeds and was collecting trash. B&G
board member Todd Brown completely cleaned out that
area, and did a fantastic job, filling a 12-yard dumpster!
Please thank him next time you see him!

Installation of new doors at the Chapel entrance (above) and the
installation of doors near the music room to the garden (below).

ADA RESTROOMS IN MAIN HALLWAY

The new ADA accessible restrooms are nearing completion.
Beautiful tiles are being laid. The lighting and plumbing
fixtures will be installed soon, and once the inspections
have been completed we will be able to start using them!
GARDEN HALLWAY

The new exterior door that will provide an accessible
entrance to the garden area has been installed, and the
view from inside is fabulous! We look forward to being able
to see and enter the garden from this area next summer.
INTERIOR FIRE DOORS

In addition to the new vestibule doors, the set of fire doors
that are located in the hallway leading to the food pantry
needed to be replaced, as they were no longer repairable.
They too will have a removable mullion to aid deliveries.
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Food Pantry Update

PB&J Ministry Update

On Tuesday, November 16, from 9:30am-10:30am, the
Feeding Hope Food Pantry filled 45 orders, serving 175
individuals, and the number of clients coming for food
continues to increase.

During the past 5 school years, the PB&J Ministry has
doubled the number of bags of food given to children
every week from 40 to 80. Mina Riazzi, our Mason CLC
liaison, has said that after all of the bags have been passed
out, children still come up to her asking if there is any
more they can take home. The need was great before, but
with COVID, the need is greater. Mina has said that nearly
every child at Mason CLC could use a bag of food to take
home for the weekend.

The Tuesday Morning Distribution, led by Larry Becker, is
the visible aspect of the ministry. However, other teams
operate in the background:
Monday Morning Food Delivery – Chip Houghton
coordinates deliveries from the Foodbank and bakery
donations from the Stow Giant Eagle.
Monday Evening Pre-Packing – Laura Bishop and Kellie
Ramirez coordinate the bagging of staple items.
Saturday Morning Walmart – Darren Jones-Baker
arranges for volunteers to pick up and deliver produce,
meats and bakery items to the Pantry.
Sunday Evening Panera – Larry Becker manages a small
group that picks up and packages bakery contributions
from the Montrose Panera.
WHAT THE PANTRY NEEDS NOW

• More volunteers!
• Medium and large soft-sided suitcases and duffel bags
with wheels. Some of our walk-up clients need help to
transport their groceries.

The PB&J volunteers have seen first-hand the many
issues the children have to deal with in addition to food
insecurity at home, such as utilities being shut off. If not for
these bags, some students would not have food between
school lunch on Friday and school breakfast on Monday.
We’ve seen students after a long break who are happy
and relieved to see us with food for them to take home.
We have parents thanking us for providing food for the
weekend. This type of contact is why we are so passionate
about this ministry. We have seen the need first-hand. We
would like to see the number of children taking a bag of
food home to keep increasing until every child that wants
a bag gets a bag. We thank you for your continued support
of this important ministry.
Submitted by Mary Ann Gray, co-facilitator, PB&J Ministry

• Personal care items such as bar soap, liquid hand soap,
shampoo, and feminine hygiene products.
• Why do we do it? Perhaps
this reading from James
2:14-18 says it best:
“What does it profit, my friends,
if a person says they have
faith but they have not works?
Can their faith save them? If a
brother or sister is ill-clad and
in lack of daily food, and one of
you says to them, “Go in peace,
be warmed and filled,” without
giving them the things needed
for the body, what does it profit?

The PB&J Ministry and staff pack special bags for the long
Thanksgiving weekend (above); Sue Yoder stocks the shelves in
the food pantry (left); Linda Houghton and Curtice Taylor prepare
groceries for a client at the Tuesday morning distribution (below).

So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead. But someone
will say, “You have faith and
I have works.” Show me your
faith apart from your works,
and I by my works will show
you my faith.”
Consider joining us as we
live out our faith through
the food justice ministries of First Church.
Submitted by Larry Becker
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New Vice Moderator: Sue Yoder

Earth Saving Idea

Sue Yoder has been appointed
as Vice Moderator by our
current
Moderator,
Jim
Gartner, with the consent
of the Governing Board. At
First Church, the role of Vice
Moderator is to observe and
assist the current Moderator,
in preparation for their
term in office the following
program year, as is traditional (but not mandatory). In
the Moderator’s absence, the Vice Moderator may run
meetings of the Governing Board and congregation. The
Vice Moderator serves as a member of the Governing
Board, the Stewardship and Finance Board, and the
Endowment Board. The Vice Moderator will assume
the Office of Moderator in the event it becomes vacant.
Welcome to this new role and thank you, Sue!

LEAF YOUR LEAVES LAY

Mission of the Month
DECEMBER: MASON CLC MINISTRY

First Church’s own Mason Community Learning Center
Ministry is our December Mission of the Month. Our
collective donations will provide funds for future
purchases of instructional, educational, and computer
programs that will benefit the learning experiences of the
children. Items to be purchased will be determined by
the Mason CLC staff and administration.
JANUARY: COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES

Community Support Services provides healthcare and
hope for adults living with severe and persistent mental
illnesses in Summit County. Last year, CSS provided lifechanging services to more than 3,100 clients.

Leaves and other yard debris account for more than 13% of the
nation’s solid waste. Without enough oxygen to decompose,
this organic matter releases methane, a greenhouse gas. For
gardeners, this is wasteful. Leaves form a natural mulch that
helps suppress weeds and fertilizes the soil as they break
down. Why spend money on mulch and fertilizer when you
can make your own? Removing leaves also eliminates vital
wildlife habitat. Critters ranging from turtles and toads
to birds, mammals, and invertebrates rely on leaf litter for
food, shelter and nesting material. Many moth and butterfly
caterpillars overwinter in fallen leaves before emerging
in spring. Need one more reason to leave the leaves? Less
raking! What should you do with all those fallen leaves you’re
not sending to the landfill? Here are some tips:
• Let leaves stay where they fall. They won’t hurt your lawn if
you chop them with a mulching mower.
• Rake leaves off the lawn to use as mulch in garden beds. For
finer-textured mulch, shred them first.
• Let leaf piles decompose; the resulting leaf mold can be
used as a soil amendment to improve structure and water
retention.
• Make compost: Combine fallen leaves (“brown material”)
with grass clippings and other “green material” and keep
moist and well mixed. You’ll have nutrient-rich compost to
add to your garden next spring.
• Still too many leaves? Share them with neighbors, friends,
schools and others. Some communities will pick up leaves
and make compost to sell or give away.
• Build a brush shelter. Along with branches, sticks and stems,
leaves can be used to make brush piles that shelter native
wildlife.

They embrace the recovery model by partnering with
our clients to determine their strengths, needs, abilities
and preferences. Recovery is the continuous process of
empowering an individual so they may live a satisfying
and contributing life.

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS WILL HELP

To contribute to these organizations through our Mission
of the Month program, designate your donation in either
or both of these months to ‘Mission of the Month’. You
can bring or mail a check to 292 E. Market St, or donate
online at akronfcc.org/donate.
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Associate Minister Update
After a rather intense week in my Clinical Pastoral
Education training and some incredibly heavy back-toback trauma duty shifts here at the Brooke Army Medical
Center in San Antonio, TX, I was incredibly excited to
come back to my apartment to find two large boxes from
the church!
As I read every thoughtful and loving card and took out
every goodie, I felt a wave of appreciation, affirmation, and
support from my First Church family. The packages were
not only timely, they were a wonderful reminder that God
has placed me in a wonderful church and community.
The gesture was a wonderful gift that I won’t soon forget
and I cannot thank you enough for showing such care.
Rev. Antigone Pearson, Associate Minister

Pandemic Precaution Update
First Church has been meeting in person, again, for
worship and various other activities since June 2021 with
certain precautionary measures in place to ensure we
continue to keep one another safe and healthy. These
measures are routinely evaluated at the Governing Board’s
monthly meetings and by the church Officers and Pastor
Nanette between those meetings.
Food service is now available for groups of 60 or less in the
Fellowship Hall (and fewer in the smaller function rooms;
maximum number dependent on room size). Food is
served in accordance with all CDC and Health Department
guidelines. Meals to-go are also always available as a
catering option for events. To book your event, please
contact Congregational Life Coordinator Alex Morris,
alex.morris@akronfcc.org, 330.253.5109 x112.
Fellowship Hall is now open after the 11am Festival service
on Sundays with coffee service available, and beverages
are available before and after the 9am Celebrate service
in the front foyer. Attendees are encouraged to bring their
own reusable travel mug along.
Online meetings and worship via YouTube continue to be
made available as much as possible to facilitate access and
ease for our members and friends.
Masks or face coverings are, at the time of publication,
still required indoors. They may be lowered when actively
eating or drinking. Physical distancing continues to be
encouraged. Seating in the Meetinghouse continues to
be distanced with every second pew available for seating.
Hand sanitizer is readily available in the facility and all
surfaces and common areas are routinely cleaned.
The First Church’s leadership encourages your confident
return to in person gatherings based on the precautionary
measures in place and the care our members, friends, and
staff of First Church continue to show one another.

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives
Over the years, First Church has published many recipe
books. Each month, we’ll share a recipe from the archive,
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

BASQUE POTATOES
Submitted by Bessie Davis
Ingredients:
1 med. onion, chopped
1 small garlic clove, minced
2 Tbsp oil
1/4 cup chopped parsley
1 tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper
2-3 chicken bouillon cubes
1-2 cups water
1/2 stick butter
6 med potatoes
Parmesan or Romano cheese
Directions:
Sauté onions and garlic in oil until soft. Stir in
parsley, salt, pepper, bouillon, and water. Remove from
heat. Pare and thinly slice potatoes. Layer slices in broth
in skillet. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover, and simmer
until potatoes are tender, about 25 minutes. Sprinkle
cheese through potatoes before serving.

The Love Truck Might Return
The Love Truck hopes to return to First Church again
during the colder winter months to serve meals to those
in need. This cannot happen without the support of
volunteers from First Church! Is that perhaps you?
The Love Truck provides meals
to the homeless once a month
on a Saturday evening. After
running the project out of his
home, founder Nate Walden
approached First Church and,
with the help of a core group
of First Church volunteer liaisons, brought his crew of
volunteers from various area churches to prepare and
serve meals from our facility. Once the pandemic began,
the Love Truck volunatarily moved to distributing to-go
meals outdoors.
If you would like to see this ministry partnership continue
and are interested in volunteering as a liaison to work
alongside the Love Truck once a month to enable the
return of the Love Truck to First Church, please contact
Congregational Life Coordinator Alex Morris, alex.
morris@akronfcc.org, 330.253.5109 x112.
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December &
January Birthdays
December 4
Don Cooper
Laura Hugill
David Leonard
December 5
Karen FlandersSchweizer

Stewardship/Finance Report
(unaudited)
Actual Thru October, 2021
October

January 10
Stephanie Corbin

Pledge Income
Non-pledge Income

$7,513
$9,396

$40,609
$42,090

$70,833
$38,734

57.3%
108.7%

Grant Income
Food Pantry

$4,906
$1,667

$70,864
$12,543

$1,875
$12,083

3779.4%
103.8%

Other Special Ministries
Endowment, Sprowls Trust, Pollock

$200
$48,045

$1,305
$250,519

$1,375
$252,101

94.9%
99.4%

Rental and Food Service Income
Other Income
TOTAL

$3,448
$100
$75,275

$8,850
$18,334
$445,114

$10,833
$8,521
$396,355

81.7%
215.2%
112.3%

$35,649
$3,286

$197,907
$24,113

$229,025
$21,917

86.4%
110.0%

$0
$3,560

$4,485
$4,248

$5,242
$4,958

85.6%
85.7%

$894
$770

$2,113
$4,114

$9,479
$5,625

22.3%
73.1%

January 11
Julie Brandy
January 12
Barbara Eby

December 12
Cherie Vaughan

January 13
Michael Howard

December 13
Joanna Gartner

EXPENSES
Personnel
Admin and Mktg

January 15
Sam Corbin, II

Membership Board
Governing Board

December 18
Melanie Messmore

January 18
Janice Moore

December 19
Karen Elgin
Diann Shields

January 19
Larry Becker

December 24
Antigone Pearson

January 20
Mike Ledger
Linda Marston
Joanne Mazzaferro
Judy Mills

December 26
Catherine Foster

January 23
Paul DiMascio

December 28
Sue Tolley

January 26
Donna Davis

December 30
Phil Long

January 27
Jamie Brink
Linda Houghton

January 1
Cecil Larabee
January 2
Jennifer Kowalski
January 3
Chip Houghton

Percent to
Budget YTD

INCOME

December 7
Rod McGregor

December 23
Dorothy Thomas

October YTD YTD Budget

January 9
Bill Babcox
Robert Funk

January 29
Tiffany Thorne
January 30
Kari Ledger

Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Congregational Care

$191

$852

$2,917

29.2%

Worship
Fellowship Team

$1,404
$114

$11,934
$160

$10,924
$250

109.2%
63.9%

Christian Education
Development Team
Food Service Expense

$464
$99
$1,198

$992
$231
$4,787

$3,297
$83
$5,000

30.1%
276.9%
95.7%

$40,503
$88,131

$178,303
$434,239

$205,375
$504,092

86.8%
86.1%

-$12,856

$10,875

-$107,737

110.1%

Property Expense
TOTAL
Net Income/Loss

It’s a Wonderful Time of the Year
Did you know that 30% of all annual charitable donations take place in December?
One key reason is that December is the last chance for individuals to make
tax-deductible donations. Giving appreciated securities helps avoid capital
gains taxes. If you’re over 70 ½, you can easily make a qualified charitable IRA
distribution (QCD) directly to charity to avoid paying taxes on your distribution.
But there are other reasons people like to donate this time of year too.
Many people like to remember deceased loved ones by making donations to a
cause or organization that meant a lot to that person. In addition, charitable
donations to honor someone can make great Christmas gifts (especially for those
hard-to-buy-for types!) But whatever your motivation, your donations make a
difference, whether it’s this time of year, or on a recurring basis throughout the
year. Consider adding First Church to your giving plan this holiday season, to
help us continue our valuable ministries that support our community.
Please reach out to Finance and Operations Manager Janis Worley at janis.
worley@akronfcc.org if you have further questions.

Join Us Online
https://bit.ly/First-Church-YouTube

All worship services are available on our YouTube channel.
Look in the description for quick links to different parts of
the service.
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Bee Blessed Honey

In Gratitude

The Feed My Sheep Garden doesn’t only produce fruits,
vegetables and herbs, we also have an active apiary! About
7 years ago, Sarah Smithers was approached by Laura
Urban, a local beekeeper who, through Sarah Vradenburg,
had installed four hives in our garden area. Laura does not
live nearby, and asked Sarah Smithers to care for our bees,
and Sarah has been doing it ever since. Over the years
those initial four hives have grown, and as we finish out
2021, we are now at eleven hives.

Dear First Church,

Throughout 2021
Sarah has been
harvesting
our
honey, and we
now have it bottled
and ready for
purchase. Did you
know that honey
changes color and
taste
constantly
throughout
the
year? It starts out
very light in spring,
and gets darker
as it gets closer to
fall, at which time
honey will become
dark and pungent.
Are you a honey
lover? Need a
delicious holiday gift for friends or family? Or planning
to put together some gift baskets? Be sure to add a bottle
of Bee Blessed Honey! We have a variety of sizes available,
and you can select from light spring honey to dark fall
honey – or try some of both! Honey is available for sale
during weekday business hours in the church office, or on
Sundays after each service: $13 for the 1lb bear, $3 for the
small one. If you would like to know more, please contact
Finance and Operations Manager Janis Worley at janis.
worley@akronfcc.org.

Thank you so much for choosing Good Neighbors as your September
Mission of the Month and allowing me to speak at your service. We
will put your generous contributions to good use.
Sincerely
Valerie Straw, Council President
First Church,
Thank you for the work you do for the First Church community and
the greater Akron community and the services you provide.
Love,
Theresa Arist
Dear Church Family,
On behalf of the entire Roberts family, we send our thanks for the
calls, prayers and cards for Nina as she recovers from pneumonia.
It’s always so nice to hear from folks!
Wishing you all a joyous holiday season!
Thanks again,
Eric, Elaine and Rachel

In Sympathy
We offer our condolences to the family of Wanda Tettelbach
who passed away on Wednesday, November 17, 2021. Services
will be held in the Spring of 2022. Wanda was a member of
First Church since 2006.

In Our Prayers
Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person,
we offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer.
In our First Church community, we pray for Antigone P.,
Art W., Barbara S., Betty S., Bill F., Callahan H., Duane P.,
Elizabeth V., Jay H., Joan L., Karen F., Margaret P., Margaret
P., Michael L., Mildred A., Patti N., Paulette J., and Rick T.
Due to online distribution of the Chronicle, we are not listing last
names publicly on our prayer list. If you have any questions about
those listed, if you would like to add a name, or if you would like
to share a celebration or condolence with the wider First Church
community, please email Acting Associate Minister, Bobby Burtt,
at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.
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Join Us For In-Person Worship!
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

Celebrate Worship at 9am and Festival Worship at
11am on Sundays – join us in person or watch live at
https://bit.ly/First-Church-YouTube.

UPCOMING SPECIAL
SERVICES & EVENTS

Holly Jolly Drive Thru
December 17, 7pm

Service of Hope & Healing
December 22, 7:30pm

Christmas Eve Services
December 24, 5pm, 8pm, & 11pm

Epiphany Sunday
January 2, 9am & 11am

MLK Sunday – January 16
Services at 9am & 11am
Special MLK Event at 5pm
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