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Dear First Church,
It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was
the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.
Charles Dickens’ words from A Tale of Two Cities may seem
to have been written for us, for our time – for now!
As we hope to (finally!) leave the pandemic behind,
we honor the two-year anniversay of the March 2020
COVID-19 shutdown and the resulting isolation and
dislocation it produced for us physically, emotionally, and
spiritually.
We hang in that season between winter and spring, when
the signs of spring are all around us, yet the threat of
winter weather still looms large after a season of heavy
snowfall and ice.
Our world seems to be righting itself after COVID-19,
yet the world staggers in the face of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Dickens’ words truly do ring true!
What a blessing to have the season of Lent before us,
a time in the church that gives shape and voice to all of
the mixed emotions and experiences that bring us across
Joan Chittister quotation from The Liturgical Year, 2009, Thomas Nelson

the threshold time and again, seeking God’s peace and
guidance for our lives and for our world.
Lent, Sister Joan Chittister, writes “...is not a ritual. It is
time given to think seriously about who Jesus is for us,
to renew our faith from the inside out.” This sounds like
a good opportunity for us to invest time and energy in
centering, focusing - cultivating and letting go - so that we
can renew our faith from the inside out.
I chose our Cultivating & Letting Go theme for this year
from the wise women of Sanctified Art because it spoke
first to my own heart and then also to the general need of
our time. I believe it offers us fertile soil for growth!
While Lent is traditionally a time to give something up as a
means for spiritual growth, this Lent we’re invited to focus
on what God is cultivating in and through us, and what
we are letting go of to allow space for something new to
grow. The concepts of “cultivating” and “letting go” work
in tandem to have us think wholistically about our lives
and to empower us to step into our spirituality so that God
might become or continue to be Guide and Guardian.
I look forward to this journey together,

Our Bicentennial is in 2033
Founded in 1833, First Church is Akron’s oldest church
and we will celebrating our 190th anniversary next year in
2023.
We’ll hold a few special events in 2023, and hopefully again
in 2028 for our 195th anniversary, to create awareness and
excitement as we prepare for the momentus occasion of
our 200th anniversary in 2033.
Imagine all of the members who have been a part of our
beloved community over the past 190 years and to think
we are the ones who get to be a part of this moment and
this celebration! What a blessing! What an honor.
Kellie Ramirez has agreed to facilitate a planning team for
the 2023 events that kickstart our bicentennial planning. If
you are interested in joining this ad hoc brainstorming and
planning group, please feel free to reach out. Discussions
and planning will begin in the spring of this year, 2022.
All ideas are welcome as we plan the celebration of the
century, quite literally!

Updated Masking Policy
After a brief move to virtual-only worship services, we’ve
once again regathered for in-person worship. In addition,
First Church’s leadership have decided that it’s time to lift
our masking policy for fully vaccinated individuals. Masks
are still welcome, however, and, if you are unvaccinated,
we ask that you continue to wear a mask at this time.

Faith
Enrichment
The Chosen
WEDNESDAY LENTEN FAITH ENRICHMENT

Join Nanette and Bobby at either 10:45am or 6:30pm on
Wednesdays beginning March 9 to watch and discuss the
TV series The Chosen which depicts the life of Jesus through
the eyes of those who met him.
From evangelical film director, Dallas Jenkins (son of Left
Behind author Jerry Jenkins), this Angel Studio production
presents a vivid interpretation of biblical characters and
their backstories, bringing the life and times of Jesus Christ
to our senses in new ways that spark the imagination and
warrant consideration and conversation.
You can also watch
for free at any time by
visiting their website:
https://bit.ly/Watch_
The_Chosen.
At the 6:30pm
gathering, a simple
dinner of soup and
bread will be served in
our Fellowship Hall.
A vegetarian option
will be available if the
soup for the evening
contains meat.

NO MASK
REQUIRED
IF YOU’RE
VACCINATED.
VIRTUAL OPPORTUNITY

If you’re not vaccinated please
continue to wear a mask. Thank you.

For First Church community members who live far afield
and those who are unable to join in person, join us virtually
for discussion of The Chosen on Zoom on Sunday evenings
from 7-8pm beginning on March 13. Please register at
https://bit.ly/Discuss_The_Chosen and watch the episodes
in advance at https://bit.ly/Watch_The_Chosen.
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Cultivating & Letting Go

Lenten Daily Devotional

OUR LENT THEME FOR 2022

CURATED BY AND FOR THE FIRST CHURCH COMMUNITY

This Lent’s theme is one of earthiness and grit. Lent is a
season of spiritual gardening, of inviting God to unearth
what lies fallow in us, what needs to be tended, and what
needs to die for new life to emerge. This Lent, we are
embracing the literal and spiritual practices of cultivating
and letting go.

The 2022 Lenten Daily Devotional is now available. We
received many wonderful submissions from the First
Church community that take us, day by day, from Ash
Wednesday through Holy Week.

We are grateful to The Sanctified Art creative team of Lisle
Gwynn Garrity, Sarah Are, Hannah Garrity, and Lauren
Wright Pittman for this theme and its elements.
We invite you to journey with First Church through this
season, week by week and day by day, accessing as much
of the content as might be helpful to you. We hope that
the messages, the imagery, the reflections, poetry, art, and
films helps you invite God into your journey of planting
and pruning, of cultivating and letting go.

You can pick up a copy on Sundays, beginning February
27, or during normal business hours at the First Church
office, or download a digital version at https://www.
akronfcc.org/season-of/lent. Here, you can also download
printable PDFs of the coloring pages to enjoy on your own
or with family and friends of all ages.
We encourage you to share the devotional with others.

Ash Wednesday
Drive through for Ashes-to-Go on March 2 from 12-1pm
in the First Church parking lot with Nanette and Bobby.
Then, at 7:30pm that evening, all are invited for an Ash
Wednesday service of healing and wholeness as we mark
the beginning of the season of Lent.

Let go of your fear.
Let go of perfection.
Let go of busyness as a sign of your self
worth,
And the notion that creativity is a luxury.
Be wild and free.
Plant roots like a redwood,
And a spine like a sunflower;
For the days are short, and you are
beautiful.
Don’t be afraid to let go.
The only thing you cannot lose is God’s
evergreen love.

A church member pulls in to receive Ashes-to-Go from
Nanette and Antigone in 2021 on Ash Wednesday.
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Current Opportunities
INTERGENERATIONAL ORIGAMI ART INSTALLATION

Instructions for an intergenerational origami art
installation were mailed out recently along with a few of
the supplies you will need. Individually or with family and
friends, complete your origami scupltures and bring them
to church to hang from the Meetinghouse gallery railing.
Between Sunday worship services and during coffee hour
after the Festival service, join Ann Snyder in Fellowship
Hall for an additional opportunity to create some origami
art with others. We will provide all the materials you will
need as well as instructions.
EASTER PAPER LACE BANNERS

Ready yourself and our sanctuary for the Easter season by
join ing others in creating paper lace banners with Ann
Snyder each Sunday between worship services and during
coffee hour after Festival worship. This year’s banners
feature an array of beautiful Easter lillies. No particular
artistic skill is necessary, however, please note that craft
knives will be used.

COMING OUT CHRISTIAN

On Sunday evenings twice each
month, from 6-7pm, members
of the LGBTQIA+ community
meet together in person to
explore Christianity and the
possibility of understanding
faith in new ways as we reclaim and explore our faith
journeys. Join us as we rethink God’s love toward LGBTQIA+
Christians!
Please email facilitators Brenda Waddell and Tevin Tietje,
cochristian@akronfcc.org, with any questions.
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Going to Camp

Children’s
Ministries
Faith Formation Youth Groups
It is always a blessing to spend time with the children of
our church and to be able to walk with them as they grow.
Our Youth Nights are a great opportunity for this. In
February, we continued the monthly meeting of our Youth
Groups and it was such a blessing to see all the families and
children who came out to be a part of this Faith Formation
opportunity. Our children had the opportunity to create
art, play a game, and enjoy time in fellowship. You may
even start to see some of that artwork popping up in
different places around the church.
This coming month we will meet on March 20, 2022.
Different age groups will continue to meet at the following
times:
Sprout (2yr olds-2nd Grade): 4:30pm-5:15pm
Grow (5th Grade-9th Grade): 5:30pm-6:15pm
Grades 3-4 attend the session that seems appropriate
Since we are in the season of Lent, and our church is
exploring themes of Cultivating & Letting Go, we too
will be embarking on some creative ventures focused
especially around Cultivating. I hope to see you and your
children there! Don’t hesitate to invite others whether
they are friends or family. All children are welcome and
encouraged to attend.
If you or someone you know is interested in coming to
Youth Nights and wants to know more or volunteer, please
contact Bobby, bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.

One of the first places I truly felt God’s presence in my life
was at Templed Hills Camp. I was 8 years old and it was
my 5th year at camp, but my first time on my own because
up until that point I had always gone to Grandparents
Camp with my grandma. There was something terrifying
yet exhilarating about being away from my family for a
whole week. I had no idea what this new camp would be
like. Would I make friends? Would the boys in my cabin
like me? Would I have fun? Would I miss my family? Yet,
in the midst of all these questions I was asking myself,
there was a resolve, a resolve that this was exactly where
I was supposed to be and that everything was going to be
alright.
To be clear, I was far from being a self-assured child, but
this assurance came from somewhere and helped me
believe in myself. I believe that the voice of assurance
was the Spirit of God speaking to me, encouraging me,
and helping me take the first steps into a deeper spiritual
journey. That year, and every year after, I would make
friends that have travelled with me throughout the years
since. At camp I discovered myself and found my voice.
I felt like my true self for the very first time, which was
exactly who God made me to be regardless of what others
might think. Then at 16, when I was old enough to begin
being a camp counsellor, I knew I had to do it. I knew that
I wanted to be a part of creating a place where kids like me
could feel truly welcomed and loved for being themselves.
Now, 15 years later, I am still doing it each year, creating a
space for children from all over Ohio, Kentucky, and West
Virginia.
Summer camp is an opportunity for your child to explore
their faith and their identity, build lifelong friendships,
find their voice, and learn new skills. It is an experience
that helps kids find a place where they can fit in by being
just who they are. If you would like to register for camp,
you can go online to https://heartlanducc.org/templedhills/ or contact me at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.
Submitted by Bobby Burtt

Reflections for Kids
IN THE LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONAL

Our 2022 Lenten Devotional contains a
number of reflections geared towards
children (although they’re just as
applicable for older readers too).
Just look for the “Youth Focus”
stamp! On the these days, you can
listen to music, make some crafts, and say
prayers together. A copy of the devotional and a
number of coloring pages can be picked up at the church
office or downloaded from https://www.akronfcc.org/
season-of-lent.
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New and Improved, ADA Compliant Restrooms
RENOVATION CELEBRATION – SUNDAY, MARCH 6
After each worship service on Sunday, March 6, we will
gather briefly in the main hallway to officially open and
bless our new ADA compliant restrooms and garden
entrance hallway. Join us for this exciting reveal!
While we can all agree that the pandemic was stressful, it
gave First Church the opportunity to take on some major
renovation projects while the building was empty. The two
restrooms in the main church hallway consisted of a men’s
room, with a toilet and urinal, and a ladies room, with two
toilet stalls. Working with Metis Construction Services, a
female-owned commercial general contractor, these two
rooms, plus some additional space from the adjoining
Building Maintenance office, were demolished to the
studs, had floors, ceilings, lighting and fixtures removed
and replaced, and new plumbing lines run. We now have 4
individual restrooms – one ADA compliant with a toilet and
baby changing station, another ADA compliant restroom with
a toilet and a urinal, and two smaller, individual restrooms.
All restrooms are gender neutral and may be used by anyone.
Each has beautifully tiled floors and walls, new lighting and
fixtures, full length mirrors, and motion activated lights and
trash cans.

Thank you to the church member team that helped to oversee
this important project: Denny Conrad, Jake Cook, Jim Gartner,
Beth Robinson, and Sarah Vradenburg, who worked closely
with Facility Maintenance Coordinator Russ Gaippe, Finance
and Operations Manager Janis Worley, and Senior Minister
Rev. Nanette Pitt. We look forward to seeing you on March 6!
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Called to Vaccination

Feed My Sheep Garden Update

When vaccines began to be widely distributed, many of us
thought “this whole thing will be over soon, we finally have
a way through.” Never in our wildest dreams did we think
that we would still be fighting against misinformation and
vaccine hesitancy in 2022.

WHAT A GROWING SEASON IT WAS!

Certainly the desire to overcome the disease and to protect
the most vulnerable would win the day? Yet, as of today,
only 70% of people in the United States and 63% of Ohioans
has received a first vaccine. Healthcare decisions may best
be made by the individual and their healthcare provider,
however, our faith tradition calls to be vaccinated if we
can be.
In Matthew 22:36-40, Jesus is asked which is the greatest
commandment of all and in response he says: “To love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your
neighbor as yourself.” Paul takes us one step further in his
letter to the Philippians 2:5-7, telling us that we must “have
the same mindset as Jesus,” by “not looking to your own
interests but to the interests of others.” This doesn’t mean
you should do something that will be harmful to yourself,
however, treating ourselves and our individual rights as
more important than others rights can be seen as a form
of idolatry (the worship of self and the negation of the call
of Christ on our lives to love and care for others).
The true and honest facts are that until our society is
95% vaccinated, we remain at an elevated risk for the
development of new, possibly vaccine-resistant COVID
strains, which would set us back. It is imperative, therefore,
that we all do our part, as we are able, and get vaccinated
and boosted. However, we shouldn’t diminish the fact that
for some, this vaccination is frightening. The good news
is that there is lots of information about this vaccine, its
side-effects, and how it’s made and works. Information
can be found online through the Vaccine Education
Center, as well as Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System
also known as VAERS. Both of which are independently
monitored by health officials with extensive background
checks and no ties to pharmaceutical companies.
Until we consider the effect our vaccination decisions
have on others, we have not fully considered the situation
from a Christian perspective. While it is important that
we recognize and thank God for the amazing immune
systems we have been given, it is also important that we
respect God’s call on our lives to protect others, in this
case, by getting vaccines that help boost our immune
systems, protecting ourselves and those around us. Give
thanks to God for the doctors and researchers who were
inspired and led by God to create these vaccines which
prevent suffering and death in our world. Amen!
Submitted by Bobby Burtt

The Feed My Sheep Garden had a record-breaking season
in 2021, growing more food and raising more money
through the annual plant sale than ever before! A total of
2,136 pounds of food was harvested, with 1,402 pounds
being distributed through the Feeding Hope Food Pantry,
and 734 pounds sold at the Summit Lake Farmer’s Market.
Our third annual plant sale raised $7,414, a record we hope
to break again this year at the upcoming plant sale on May
21-22, 2022.

Not only did we increase our crops, but we had a welcomed
increase in volunteers in the garden in 2021. A thank-you
to church volunteers Linda Sayre and Paula Speight who
came early on Tuesdays to help harvest the produce that
went straight to the food pantry for distribution, and
to Judy Nicely for her ongoing help with pruning and
weeding throughout the season. The garden also saw some
additional help from the folks in the UDS BraVo! program
who learned more about growing food and the care of the
plants during the process.
We are looking forward to a bigger and better 2022 and
would welcome more church and community members
to volunteer during the growing season. Volunteers are
welcome beginning March 1 on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Thursdays from 8am-noon. During harvest time, early
birds can volunteer on Tuesdays from 7am-9am to harvest
for the food pantry. Please contact Garden Manager Sam
Phillips to volunteer: sam@letsgrowakron.org

Cookbook Update
That’s a wrap folks! We have shipped our recipes and
designs off to the publisher and Return to the Garden of Eat’n
is officially going to print.
Everyone on the Cookbook Working Group thanks you for
your fabulous submissions. Stay tuned for arrival info!
Submitted by the Cookbook Working Group: Sandy DiMascio, Judy
Young, Paula Speight, Margaret Beecher Maurer, Sally Oneacre, Terri
Cook, Chris Becker, and Bobby Burtt
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The Latest on the Food Pantry
ALIVE AND WELL

In John 21: 15-17 Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Feed my lambs …
feed my sheep … feed my sheep.”
Even during a pandemic, there were 1,838 people from 617
families served in calendar year 2021, counting each person
only once. However, if each visit is counted, 5,348 people
benefitted from the ministry. Those numbers, divided by
52 weeks, give us a weekly average of 103 people from 33
families. We never know how many people will come on any
given Tuesday seeking help.
The federal
government’s
economic
assistance monies
in response to
the pandemic,
resulted in fewer
clients at the
pantry. This trend
was reported by
many other food
pantries as well
as the AkronCanton Regional
Foodbank.

Seasonal Recipes from the Archives
Over the years, First Church has published many recipe
books. Each month, we’ll share a recipe from the archive,
celebrating the submissions made by church members.

Seafood Lasagna Roll-Ups
Submitted by Susan Dudas
Ingredients:
6 lasagna noodles
1 (15 oz) can tomato sauce
Filling:
1 pkg imitation crab
1 c low-fat cottage cheese, drained
1/4 c grated Parmesan cheese
1 egg
1 T dried parsley flakes
1/4 tsp onion powder
Directions:

Cook noodles as directed on package.
Rinse in cold water; drain well. Combine filling
ingredients with fork. Spread 1/3 cup filling on each
noodle. Roll tightly. Place seam side down in a 9inch
baking pan. Pour sauce over roll-ups. Bake, covered at
375 degrees for 30 minutes. Garnish with grated cheese.
Makes 6 servings.

Once these monies stopped in the early summer of 2021,
client visits increased dramatically. Food insecurity continues
to be a problem for a great many people.
The public distribution of food between 9:30-10:30am on
Tuesday morning is only a small part of the Feeding Hope
Food Pantry story. On Monday mornings, volunteers unload
and shelve food from the Foodbank as well as Stow Giant
Eagle bread and pastry donations. On Monday evenings,
another crew of dedicated volunteers pre-pack bags of food
and organize the space for Tuesday distribution. Saturday
mornings, volunteers make a trek to the South Arlington Road
Walmart to bring donations of frozen meat, fresh produce,
and baked goods back to the church. Sunday evenings
mean a visit to the Montrose Panera Bread to retrieve more
baked goods. And during the summer growing season the
Feed My Sheep Garden, in collaboration with Let’s Grow
Akron, provides fresh produce that is hand-picked, washed,
bunched, and bagged on Tuesday mornings for our clients.

March Mission of the Month
Our March Mission of the Month is Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Northeast Ohio. Ronald McDonald
House commits to enriching lives through comfort, care,
and supportive services for families with loved ones
being treated by Akron Children’s Hospital and other
local medical facilities. Contributions made to Ronald
McDonald House Akron support operations of the House
and its 42 guest rooms. No family is turned away due to
inability to pay. Donations fund 98% of operating costs
and fulfill the core mission of family-centered care to
positively influence the lives of families during a time of
great anxiety and uncertainty.
If you would like to contribute to our collective donation
to our March Mission of the Month, please visit akronfcc.
org/donate.
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March
Birthdays
March 4
Denny Conrad

Stewardship/Finance Report
(unaudited)
Actual Thru January 2022

Elizabeth Salchak
March 5
Jenni Gray
March 9
Jean McCurry
March 12
Marilyn Bednar-Kasarda
March 14
Susan Herman
March 17
Kersten Swartz
March 18
Christine Allison
March 22
Kathy Petsko
March 24
Curt Clemons
March 25
Jake Cook

January
INCOME
Pledge Income
Non-pledge Income

$12,775
$12,074

$68,213
$78,997

$113,333
$61,974

60.2%
127.5%

Grant Income
Food Pantry

$45,480
$2,067

$210,733
$19,818

$3,000
$19,333

7024.4%
102.5%

Other Special Ministries
Endowment, Sprowls Trust, Pollock
Rental and Food Service Income
Other Income
TOTAL
EXPENSES
Personnel
Admin and Mktg
Membership Board
Governing Board
Food Pantry
Other Special Ministries
Congregational Care
Worship

$390
$48,045
$1,400
$0
$122,231

$2,370
$390,034
$14,601
$9,067
$793,832

$2,200
$403,361
$17,333
$13,633
$634,169

107.7%
96.7%
84.2%
66.5%
125.2%

$35,071
$3,516
$420
$0
$137
$1,495
$0
$2,133

$309,478
$35,610
$5,603
$4,298
$4,536
$6,189
$3,253
$19,533

$366,441
$35,067
$5,657
$5,833
$15,167
$8,805
$4,667
$19,042

84.5%
101.5%
99.0%
73.7%
29.9%
70.3%
69.7%
102.6%

Fellowship Team
Christian Education
Development Team
Food Service Expense
Property Expense

$0
$0
$0
$197
$86,498
$129,467

$160
$1,136
$231
$7,764
$396,579
$794,369

$400
$4,675
$133
$8,000
$326,400
$800,285

39.9%
24.3%
173.0%
97.1%
121.5%
99.3%

-$7,236

-$537

-$166,117

0.3%

TOTAL

Cherie Meyers
March 27
Shayne Donald
March 28
Madeline Baughman
March 31
Susan Wilson

January YTD

Percent to
YTD Budget Budget YTD

Net Income/Loss

Protect Your Home and Property
Owning insurance is only one step in the process of protecting your belongings. To fully
protect yourself, you need a complete list of your belongings so that you know everything
that was lost should the worst occur. Think about it, if a fire were to completely destroy your
house today, what is the likelihood that you would be able to remember every single item
inside?
Assembling such a list is incredibly daunting, but there are ways to get a step ahead. Using the
photo app on your phone, go into each room of your house and video the contents. Be sure
to open up drawers to display the fine china or jewelry, zoom in on television or computer
serial numbers, and be sure to scan the entire room. Keeping this video on your phone (or
ideally in the cloud) is not as good as a list, but it is certainly better than the alternative. No
one likes to think about the possibility of a disaster, but taking this step could make a huge
difference if you were to suffer a loss.
Contact Janis Worley, Finance and Operations Manager, janis.worley@akronfcc.org,
330.253.5109 x111, to learn more about this and other estate planning tips.
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Lend Your Support
THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO SUPPORT FIRST CHURCH

Supporting First Church through pledge donations or
Sunday offerings helps to offset the annual operating costs
of our ministries. Were you aware that you can also direct
your donations to a specific ministry? Consider making a
donation, or setting up a recurring donation, to support
a ministry that is near and dear to your heart. Donations
may be made to support any of the following:
Discretionary Assistance Fund
Provides emergency funds for those in need in the church
and community, given at the discretion of the Ministers.
Feeding Hope Food Pantry
Provides funding for the purchase of food and supplies to
support the weekly food pantry.
Memorial Wall and Garden
Provides funding for the development and restoration of
the First Church garden surrounding the Memorial Wall.
Mason CLC Ministry Fund
Created for the purpose of financially enriching our
Mason Community Learning Center outreach program.
Music Fund
Created to support the First Church music program and
provide special presentations and worship experiences.
PB&J Ministry
Created to support the PB&J program which provides
weekly bags of food during the school year to the students
at Mason CLC who are in the most need.
New Thought Thursday
Provides funding to offer speakers and other programs
through First Church to stimulate thought and promote
spiritual growth in the Akron area and beyond.
Prayer Blanket Ministry
Provides financial support to purchase materials to
assemble prayer blankets to be distributed to those who
are hospitalized or struggling in our community.
Library Fund
Provides funding to purchase additional books and
resource materials for the First Church library.

In Gratitude
First Congregational Church of Akron
As condolences still arrive regarding Margaret’s passing, I
wish to express my deep and loving appreciation for the
very warm and fitting service First Church gave in memory
of her and the wonderful and joyful experience I felt in my
heart during those moments. It will stay with me forever.
Margaret spoke most highly of her time here and as she
and I entered our marriage and as I became more involved
and committed to First Church, I began my transformation
from being just another member into feeling a connection
to the church family and its community.
The congregation’s memorializing of her as well as the
singular effort of clergy, close friends, and musicians,
spoke clearly to what this church is about. You all should
be proud of what happened that afternoon. I certainly was
and I know Margaret is smiling broadly.
Thank you all so much and God bless us; it was a beautiful
morning.
Ellsworth Poole

In Sympathy
We offer our heartfelt condolences to Marsha and Rod
McGregor and the family of Marsha’s sister, Lorraine
Cook, who passed away on January 30; to John Fazio and
the family of Mary Fazio, who passed away on February
8; and to Dave Aberth and the family of his mother, Mary
Kay, who passed away on February 22.

In Our Prayers
Trusting in God’s unfailing love for each and every person,
we offer to God expressions of joy and concern in prayer.
In our First Church community, we pray for Lisa K., Pam
R., Shelby S., Maya P., Jay H., Ron and Pam B., Andrew C.,
Art W., Barbara S., Betty S., Bill F., Callahan H., Duane P.,
Karen F., Mildred A., and Antigone P.
Due to online distribution of the Chronicle, we are not listing last
names publicly on our prayer list. If you have any questions about
those listed, if you would like to add a name, or if you would like
to share a celebration or condolence with the wider First Church
community, please email Acting Associate Minister, Bobby Burtt,
at bobby.burtt@akronfcc.org.
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In this Edition!!
The 2022 Lenten Season

Ash Wednesday
Lenten Devotional

Beginning in May, we will only be distributing the newsletter digitally.
If you would still prefer to have a physical copy mailed to you, please let us know!
Faith Enrichment
Opportunities
An Update on Food and
Masking Policies
ADA Compliant
Restroom Update
And Much, Much More!
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